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BMPS 6001 Management of Resources within the Public Sector
Examination Template 10th May 2021
Instructions
1. Students should use this template to write their answers.
2. There are four questions requiring four answers within the two hours allocated.
3. Students are therefore advised to allocate 25 minutes for each answer, allowing 5 minutes per question for proof-reading and amendment.
4. Save your answers regularly and upload the completed document to Turnitin through the link on Moodle.
5. Students must not copy and paste information from the internet or other sources. This will result in a high similarity score and an allegation of Academic Misconduct.
6. Students are not required to provide references to source information unless they wish to do so.
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	Question 1
In 2020, the Parliamentary Budget Cycle was disrupted by the pandemic. What key considerations helped to ensure financial resources were made available to cope with the pressures of the crisis? 


	Write your answer here: The Parliamentary Budget Cycle can be considered as a continuous loop activity that take place throughout the year. For example, in one year, the budget sets out the priorities for the coming fiscal year. Public safety was the UK’s government top priority when it came to responding to the global pandemic. They took firm and comprehensive action to best deal with this outbreak. The government recognised that people would have been affected from this pandemic. People’s businesses, livelihood were damaged and potential disruptions to supply chains and export markets and to people’s workforce during this period were also damaged. The UK Budget announced that a twelve billion plan would be put in place to support the public services, people and their businesses, who’s financial income was affected by COVID-19. This also includes a five billion COVID-19 response fund to guarantee that the NHS and other various public services receive the support and funding which they need to return back to normal. For people who got sick during the pandemic and were told to self-isolate the Statutory Sick Pay was extended and the support through welfare system was also extended for those who cannot claim it. Lastly, another key consideration which the government put in place to cope with the pressures of the crisis was to support businesses which experienced increased costs and disturbances to their cashflow. This included Business Rates relief, a Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme to support up to a further one billion lending to SMEs. A £2.2 billion grant scheme for small businesses and a dedicated helpline for those who need extension period on their tax liabilities. COVID-19 was a challenge to tackle and the Budget the UK sets out is taking to lead to a quick and effective global response to deal with the pandemics impact. 




	Question 2
Gendros Council (GC) provides a wide range of public services to the 100,000 people who live in the town. Following a recent local government election, the people of the town expect the Council to allocate public funds responsibly and to deliver much needed public services.

You are the Leader of GC, what are your key considerations in the context of setting priorities, allocating funds, and taking an open and transparent approach to monitoring progress?


	Write your answer here:  Every council requires money to finance the resources it needs to provide to local public services. Consequently, every councillor should take an interest in the way their council is being funded and the financial decisions that the council takes. For value for money the council’s finance and funding is a central part of all decision making and to ensure that the council provides value for money, or best value in all of its services. It is highly unlikely that there will be sufficient money to do everything that the council would like to provide due to its budget gap. This is why councillors need to consider their objectives and priorities to ensure that these drive the budget process. Additionally, it is vital that the councils consider how efficient it is in providing services and obtaining the correct service outcome for all its services. Revenue covers spending on a daily basis which costs services such as, staff costs, maintenance of buildings and general supplies and resources. Capital 




	Question 3
Responsibility, authority, and delegation are key management terms for public service organisations. Clarify your understanding of these key terms and why they have central importance as services move from high-level strategy to low-level action? 

An awareness of relevant associated management theories might also add value.


	Write your answer here: Public services make the state to its citizens, which often forms the principal link between people and the government. Responsibility is the action of being responsible for something ang having control or authority. It is the liability of the person to be called to take account of their actions, this responsible person has an obligation to do something. The term authority means the right or power to put in place rules or give orders. For the public services to do this they need legislations to enforce their laws, and to function effectively the public services need to have legislations. It is also the power or right to prohibit actions of others. It scopes the direction given to a person to make decisions and defines the part each member of an organisation is required to do.
Another key term delegation is defined as the given duties, powers and authorisation a person has as a representative.  A manager must possess the authority to delegate discretion and the level of authority is key to take into account. 




	Question 4
Was Mark Blyth correct – is austerity a dangerous idea? 

In addition to Blyth’s analysis, the theoretical perspectives of Adam Smith, Karl Marx, John Maynard Keynes, and Modern Monetary Theory (one, other or all) will add value.


	Write your answer here: I agree with Mark Blyth that austerity is a dangerous idea. Mainly because there is sufficient evidence which backs this up. Austerity measures are a reduction in government spending, which increases tax revenues. These measures require changes in government programs for example, it limits the terms of unemployment benefits and it extends the eligibility for the age of retirement and health care benefits for people. Also, austerity in place would cause a reduction in government workers wages, hours and benefits. More downfalls to austerity can be that it seriously affects the poor because the programs are cut, this cut will restrict their lifeline to meet essential needs. Therefore, many poor households were as a result of this, forced to lose out on essential needs and go hungry and cold because of these cuts. Austerity causes a raise in income taxes, especially for the wealthy people. Karl Marx theoretical perspective on this was that he believes inequality and the inevitability of change, therefore he would agree with the statement of austerity being dangerous. Also, another theoretical perspective which would agree with this would because he believed that without jobs people will have no income and if certain jobs were cut due to austerity then this will cause people to go poor. 






