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The Dynamics of Policing by Consent: A Comprehensive Analysis

         This essay explores the fundamental principle that serves the United Kingdom as the foundation for contemporary policing in democratic societies, commonly referred to as `policing by consent`. The concept of policing by consent places a high priority on the principle that the authority of the police originates from the trust, cooperation, and consent of the public (Reiner, 2000). According to GOV (2012), policing by consent mentioned by the Home Secretary pertains to a well-established ideology in British law enforcement, commonly referred to as Robert Peel’s Nine Principles of Policing. To provide a significant historical context, the Brixton Riots 1981, is a policing approach that is rooted in consent, while shedding light on the ramifications that arise from the perception of injustice. To gain a comprehensive understanding of the purpose, powers, and organisational structure of the police service, it is necessary to conduct an analysis of the role of a police constable within a uniformed and disciplined service, understand its context, and evaluate its practical implications for society.  Furthermore, some alternative solutions and recommendations will be presented as appropriate. To support all the research and arguments presented, in-text citations and Harvard references will be provided at the end of this essay.
         In the United Kingdom, the establishment of a formalised police force did not occur before the 16th century, the responsibility of identifying the perpetrator remained with the victim and the local community (BBC, 2019). By the 18th century, the policing system was becoming ineffective, and crime rates were at high levels, for this reason, by the middle of the 19th century, there was a growing endorsement for the notion of establishing a professional, government-supported, and permanently employed police force (Brain, 2023). In the year 1800, the city of Glasgow implemented a system that involved the establishment of a force consisting of constables and watchmen to safeguard the community (Cowley, 2011). However, a turning point occurred when Sir Robert Peel, the Home Secretary, supported the concept that the government must assume the responsibility of administering law enforcement (Hurd, 2017). Therefore, nowadays the policing system in the United Kingdom is firmly rooted in the fundamental framework with the base of the nine principles of policing as stated by Robert Peel, which prioritises community participation, transparency, and ethical conduct, shaping modern law enforcement techniques (Desai, 2020). To further understand the concept of the nine principles, this section explores the idea of a police constable being guided by these ideas, connecting the ‘why’ and ‘how’ of policing by consent, emphasising the lasting importance of Peel’s vision in influencing the growth of the police (Newburn, 2012). The concept of policing by consent relies upon the notion that the power and authority given across law enforcement agencies are contingent on the endorsement and collaboration of the communities they are tasked with protecting and serving, being a link between the historical context of police and a continuous commitment to building trust and legitimacy (Tilley, and Sidebottom, 2017). 
         An important episode of policing history is the Brixton Riots (1981), which offers useful insights into the complexities of policing by consent (Reiner, 1992). This event occurred in the Brixton, district of London, which highlights the implications of tense interactions between law enforcement and marginalised populations, underscoring the importance of community involvement and open communication in maintaining policing practices that prioritise consent (Smith, 2011). The riot exhibited disproportionate targeting of black individuals, serving as a manifestation of a profound and enduring frustration with the systemic issues embedded within law enforcement (Gilroy, 1982). According to Scarman's report (1981), the Brixton Riots had a lasting impact on contemporary discussion on policing, social justice, and community relations, recognising the presence of institutional racism and serving as a foundation for future inquiries to tackle racial inequalities in policing.
         The importance of policing through consent lies in its function of establishing and upholding the legitimacy of law enforcement institutions, and the value of legitimacy cannot be overstated in the realm of crime prevention and community safety (Skogan, 2004). According to research conducted by Sunshine and Tyler (2003), there is evidence to suggest that a correlation exists between the public’s perception of the police obtaining their authority with the consent of those in power and confidence in the activities undertaken by law enforcement. Community engagement is an essential component of the concept of policing by consent, the active involvement of the public in defining law enforcement policies and practices is important in cultivating a sense of ownership and accountability (Meyerson et al., 2021). According to Murphy (2018), individuals within a community exhibit an increased willingness to engage in cooperation with law enforcement agencies, willingly disclose pertinent information, and actively contribute to preventing criminal activities. The implementation of policing practices that are responsive to the specific needs and concerns of the community can be attributed to the concept of policing by consent, which enables law enforcement authorities to develop strategies that target specific concerns (Michael and Kane, 2014).
        The organisational layout of the police service is commonly characterised by a hierarchical layout, encompassing various ranks and divisions (Mathieu, 2016). The aforementioned administrative framework guarantees efficient oversight and coordination while simultaneously accommodating expertise in several domains of law enforcement, including but not limited to investigation operations, traffic management, and community engagement (Peak, 2013). The concept of policing by consent in this layout has profound implications for society, as the power given by the law to the authorities by the ability to detain individuals, carry out searches, and use force as considered necessary are exercised with caution (Barker and Carter, 1994). In this framework, the duties and obligations of a police constable play a crucial role in community policing as they engage directly with the public and address their various concerns (Manning, 2017). 
         The concept of policing by consent had societal implications, wherein police constables actively engage in cooperative efforts with community members to identify and effectively resolve local concerns (Rogers, 2019). According to Walsh and Vito (2018), the establishment of positive relationships with the community plays an important role in fostering trust and facilitating the flow of information, thereby contributing to the effectiveness of crime prevention efforts. However, there must be a balance between exercising authoritative power and acknowledging the consent of the individuals, which is an essential component for police constables (Goldstein, 1990). To be able to maintain it, it is important to possess effective communication skills, empathy, and a comprehensive understanding of the diverse needs and perspectives within the community (Reiss, 1971). The strength of such an approach is preventing and managing criminal activities, which is more effectively achieved when a police force operates with the consent and cooperation of the public (Tyler, 2006). 
        Policing by consent serves as a protective measure against instances of police brutality and the misuse of authority (Kappeler et al., 1998). For example, the case of Mark Duggan (2011), wherein he was fatally shot by law enforcement authorities, emerged as a central topic of discourse about the concept of policing through consent. The event, which was associated with suspicion of criminal involvement, gave rise to protests, highlighting the significance of trust within the community. Despite the conclusion of an official investigation affirming the legitimacy of the shooting incident, concerns over transparency and communication continued to arise, exposing a notable gap between law enforcement agencies and the community (BBC, 2014). The case emphasises the persistent requirement for accountable policing, transparent communication, and community engagement to build confidence. This statement serves as an important reminder of the difficulties involved in maintaining the principles of policing in the context of intricate social dynamics and evolving community expectations.
        Examining the real-world implications of policing by consent in the United Kingdom, its effective implementation has significant ramifications for community relationships and public faith in law enforcement. For example, the implementation of community policing tactics, which is an essential element of policing by consent, has shown concrete advantages in domains such as the decrease in crime rates and increased public satisfaction (Sherman, 2016). According to Braga et al. (2019), an alternative solution is the use of predictive policing algorithms and technology-driven methods have the potential to improve the effectiveness of law enforcement. In addition, the implementation of continuous training and development initiatives for police constables is crucial to guaranteeing the competent implementation of policing by consent (Bradford and Myhill, 2019).
        In conclusion, the history of policing by consent, based on Robert Peel’s Principles of Policing, emphasises building trust and cooperation between police and the community. The Brixton Riots in 1981 and the tragic case of Mark Duggan (2011), highlight the difficulties in maintaining this principle. This type of incident emphasises the need for transparency, accountability, and community engagement to uphold public trust and prevent police misconduct. Also, the role of a police constable in a uniformed and disciplined service has societal implications, affecting the balance between order and individual rights. Considering the ongoing evolution of police, it is important to learn lessons from such cases and adapt approaches to sustain the principle of policing by consent, thereby benefiting both law enforcement authorities and the public.
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