Sub lenses in RVE
RVE concepts listed in the RVE guidance can be viewed and explored through the RVE sub lenses.
Every subject has a disciplinary lens through which different themes and topics can be viewed. The RVE disciplinary lens can help schools and settings consider relevant content for RVE within curriculum design. The RVE lens is divided into a number of sub lenses through which the RVE concepts can be explored.
· The sub lenses are interconnected and are not intended to be units or topics.
· The sub lenses lend themselves to all of the statements of what matters and are also relevant to other Areas and to the realisation of the four purposes.
· The sub lenses help schools and settings understand significant aspects of RVE and identify opportunities for RVE within the statements of what matters to support curriculum development.
Sub lenses in RVE include:
· Search for meaning and purpose
How people respond to the deeper questions of life in order to understand the human condition.
· The natural world and living things
How and why people show concern and responsibility for the world and experience awe and wonder in nature.
· Identity and belonging
What makes us who we are as people, communities and citizens living in a diverse world.
· Authority and influence
How and why different types of authority influence people’s lives.
· Relationships and responsibility
How people live together and why developing healthy relationships is important.
· Values and ethics
How and why people make moral choices and how this influences their actions.
· The journey of life
What people experience as part of the journey of life and how these experiences are acknowledged.


Example learning journey 1: search for meaning and purpose.
There are example learning journeys for each of the sub lenses which begin with possible early years experiences.
This learning journey draws mainly from two statements of what matters: ‘Events and human experiences are complex, and are perceived, interpreted and represented in different ways’ and ‘Human societies are complex and diverse, and shaped by human actions and beliefs’. There are connections with other statements of what matters and with other Areas that can also be explored through this sub lens.
· This journey is about the ‘deeper questions of life’. At the early stages of learning, learners begin to ask deeper questions about themselves and others, and about the natural world and living things around them (for example, ‘Who am I?’ and ‘Why do things die?), as well as listening to the opinions of others.
· This journey is also about ‘influence, continuity and change’. At the early stages of their learning journey, learners begin to know and express what they like and dislike, what makes them happy and sad, and what their hopes and dreams are for the future, as well as responding to the ideas of others.
· This journey is also about ‘human quests and contributions’. At the early stages of their learning journey, learners begin to show an awareness of the people and the ‘big ideas’ that have shaped their local places and everyday lives.

