NOTE: MOODLE WAS DOWN ON 5TH NOVEMBER SO I EMAILED MY ASSIGNMENT TO HARRIET AND QUENTIN BEFORE THE DEADLINE

Academic writing assignment 4, Mary Finch

Main argument and essay plan

The main argument I shall be presenting in my essay, is that at the time of death, the individual consciousness is not destroyed but that it travels away from the gross material body to some other destination.

I shall start by presenting the concept in a questioning manner and proposing to the reader that this subject is relevant to all of us and that it is something worthy of our consideration. I shall then take the position of someone who doubts the existence of consciousness being separate from matter, who doubts the existence of spirit, and in this way put forward the argument that death is the end of that sense of individual awareness.

I will then attempt to put forward arguments which lead the reader towards accepting the validity of my main argument. I will quote some material from my primary source, Bhagavad Gita As It Is, especially some verses from the second chapter which explicitly describe the nature of the spirit soul.[footnoteRef:1] I will also quote material from Journal of Near Death Studies[footnoteRef:2] because these are peer reviewed publications presenting the subject from a more modern scientific viewpoint. [1:  AC Bhaktivedanta Swami, Bhagavad Gita As It Is (1986, Mumbai, Bhaktivedanta Book Trust), pages 67 to 145.]  [2:  Journal of Near Death Studies, July 1981, Vol 1 No.1
] 


I shall conclude by affirming that my own stance on the matter makes more logical sense than the counter arguments and furthermore that it is supported by anecdotal evidence too.

