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	For completion by the first marker:
Comments:
This is an excellent dissertation, addressing a highly contemporary topic, and makes an important and original contribution to the field. Your writing style is fluent and engaging, while at the same time being academically rigorous. You make very wide use of primary and secondary sources, and cite each of them in accordance with the Referencing Guide. Your sources are also entirely up to date, essential in a field as fast-moving as this.
Your introduction clearly lays out the scope of your dissertation and with all your statements clearly backed and cited.
Literature reviews can be notoriously difficult to write and are often a stumbling block, so I was extremely impressed by how elegantly you have tackled this, with an introduction summarising what you are investigating in the review, and then breaking the literature down into discrete topics addressing the topic across a wide range of sources covering over a century.
The Methodology section comprehensively outlines your research approach, justifies your reason for choosing a qualitative approach rather than a quantitative one, and backs up all your arguments with a wide range of secondary sources. The usual approach with qualitative research is to engage in interviews and issue questionnaires, but you have argued very convincingly why this is not appropriate in this case, and why a more accurate picture is likely to emerge by sampling carefully chosen videos out of a sample size of potentially billions. While the tutors on this MA generally discourage the use of “I” and “me” in essays and dissertations, in a project like this it is important to understand the researcher’s position, and your section on Researcher Positionality is important and very well defined, again backing everything up with secondary sources. Indeed, this methodology section provides a good potential template for future researchers investigating cyberspace, too.
Your Results and Discussion section is rigorous, and your arguments for the coding system you developed are clear and convincing.
This dissertation is an important contribution to the field, and I very much hope it gets published so that other researchers can cite it. In a rapidly moving field like this, it will be incredibly valuable for researchers in future years to look back at this paper as a brilliant exposition of the view from 2024.
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	For completion by the second marker:

Comments:


This dissertation investigates conspirituality in user-generated content on the topic of the Age of Aquarius, on the social media platform Tik Tok. As Tik Tok’s arrival on the social media scene is relatively recent, this research focuses on a relatively underexplored area with limited academic attention at this point in time.

The dissertation is excellently structured. It begins well with a clear introduction which sets out the aims of the research and the questions it seeks to answer, defines the 
terms conspirituality and the Age of Aquarius and outlines the Age of Aquarius’ place in philosophical thought and popular culture and introduces Tik Tok with a brief explanation of how it works and its current popularity. It is followed by a comprehensive literature review which includes a discussion of the Age of Aquarius. In this you include the views of astrologers and theosophists in addition to academic literature, between which you are careful to distinguish. Also comprehensively discussed is current academic work in the area of conspirituality and its place in Western Esotericism. Your discussion of is Tik Tok and religiosity and its impact on users, is excellently reviewed in the context of the large body of literature on online religion, particularly Paganism and Wicca that has been growing since the beginning of this century. 

You make appropriate choices of methodologies and outline and justify your use of Thematic Analysis – a form of Cyber-Ethnography, and your framing it in Braun and Clarke’s Six Steps of Thematic Analysis. You usefully include details of previous scholarly use of Thematic Analysis for the analysing of Tik Tok content. Your description of the process you followed and an explanation of searching Tik Tok content using hashtags is helpful for the reader. Your approach to ethical issues is appropriate. 

Your chapter entitled ‘Results and Discussion’ contains a detailed analysis of the Tik Tok content as discussed in your Methodology Chapter and is approached thematically with your findings being analysed in connection with the themes you identified in your Literature Review. This thematic approach is particularly well done and contributes greatly to the excellence of the structure of the dissertation. The quotes from the video makers which you use to illustrate your arguments are well positioned and greatly contribute to the readability of your work and support your conclusions.

Your Conclusions Chapter revisits the aims of the research and summarises the findings and you also include a section on the limitations of your research and suggestions for further research. 

Throughout the dissertation you approach each section in an analytical manner as is expected at MA level and your referencing and style are in keeping with the university guidelines. 

Finally, this dissertation focuses on a relatively new and as yet under-explored area. The  discussion and findings are framed within wider debates in the astrological and New Age communities, the literature on conspirituality and online religion It makes a significant contribution to the current understanding of rapid and ongoing developments in these areas.
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	Comments (for completion by the internal markers which indicate how the agreed internal mark has been arrived at):
The two markers met over Zoom and discussed their comments. Both were in agreement from the outset about the quality of the work and the final mark.
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