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Arthur of the Welsh was published in 1995 by Cardiff University Press, the book is a collection of essays written to offer a comprehensive discussion on Arthurian literature produced in Wales in both Welsh and Latin in the early Middle Ages. The book, which is distinctive in offering an in-depth overview of the material, will appeal to medievalists, Welsh and Celtic academics, and non-specialists who have been taken by the myth of Arthur and wants to learn more. In this review I will be choosing three chapters and discussing the contests, identifying the positive points as well as the negative to conclude if the book was successful in its goal or otherwise. 
The first chapter of this book is a contribution by author Thomas Charles-Edwards titled The Arthur of History, in the contributors’ section Edwards is described as a “Fellow and Tutor in History, Corpus Christi College, University of Oxford” [footnoteRef:1]. It becomes immediately apparent to the reader of the book upon the first read that this is not a casual read for an average Arthur enthusiast and Edwards quickly establishes that the work is more for fellow academics in the field making it a great resource for Medievalists. Edwards does an excellent job of addressing some rather prevalent questions surrounding Arthur such as whether he was a real person or myth[footnoteRef:2], (this is quite a popular discourse among modern-day historians, questioning the factuality of heavily fictionized characters e.g., Boudica).  [1:  Rachel Bromwich, Arthur of the Welsh: The Arthurian Legend in Medieval Welsh Literature. (Cardiff: Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1999), Page 9.]  [2:  This question is asked by Edwards of Page 15 of the book in reference.] 

Within his chapter, Edwards distinguishes two genres of historical writing prevalent in the Historia Brittonum[footnoteRef:3], the first being Synthetic history and the second Synchronistic history. I found the identification of important genres in medieval literature incredibly valuable yet how Edwards explains them to the reader is difficult to follow. Continuing in his chapter, however, Edwards identifies the main themes in the Historia Brittonum in addition to highlighting the issues with the Arthurian Annuals. The issues, in particular, he addresses I found to be valid, for example, no secure evidence of any British annalistic source[footnoteRef:4]. Overall Edwards does a good job of setting out the key texts from which Arthur the figure emerged as well as a significant amount of context surrounding the details. One critique that could be brought about is that the reader would have had to have read extensively on the subject to be able to understand Edward’s writing. [3:  D.N. Dumville, '''Nennius'" and the Historia Brittonum', SC, 10/11 (1975 6), 78 9 (Text had major influence in the myths surrounding Arthur) ]  [4:  Edwards highlighting of issues surrounding medieval literature located on Page 28] 

The second chapter of the book is a contribution by author Patrick Sims-Williams titled The Early Welsh Arthurian Poems. Williams was a fellow of Bromwich at Cambridge during the book’s publication, in 1994 became a professor of Celtic Studies at Aberystwyth University[footnoteRef:5]. Within the first portion of his essay, Williams instantly brings the reader's attention to the importance of translations of medieval texts and the influence that the study of manuscripts has on our modern understanding of poetry as well as our understanding how poems were consumed in the Middle Ages[footnoteRef:6]. One of the main differences between Williams's chapter and Edwards's is that Williams functions more of an analysis of Kenneth Jackson's work[footnoteRef:7] as opposed to an original piece. Nevertheless, Williams explains the function of the poetic hierarchy and the issues with lacking evidence very effectively.  [5:  Professor Patrick Sims-Williams, (The British Academy, 2021) Website: (https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/fellows/patrick-sims-williams-FBA/)]  [6:  Edwards chapter starts Page 33 this is also where his comments about manuscript importance is located ]  [7:  Jackson, K.H., 1959. Arthur in early Welsh verse. Arthurian Literature in the Middle Ages: A Collaborative History. Oxford: Clarendon, pp.12-19.] 

William’s explanation and clarification surrounding the difference between Latin culture and vernacular practice within early poetry highlights William's overarching point of his piece, that Arthur cannot simply be either myth or fact but a combination of the two. William’s stance of stating that no line of distinction should be made between historical Latin tradition and mythic vernacular tradition as in the end the world picture is the same[footnoteRef:8] displays a unique outlook to how historians approach a figure such as Arthur, one that treats both myth and fact as equally important. [8:  Williams comments about distinctions are located on Page 35] 

The third and final chapter I have chosen to look at for this book review is a contribution by A.O.H. Jarman, Jarman was a Professor of Welsh at University College Cardiff and “Specialised in the study of the earliest Welsh and Latin sources and made a distinguished contribution to their interpretation”[footnoteRef:9]. Titled The Merlin Legend and the Welsh Tradition of Prophecy, this chapter, in particular, I chose to discuss for the reason that Merlin as a figure shares similar characteristics as Arthur in regards to the scholarly debate surrounding myth or fact. In addition, this chapter also dives deeper into Arthur’s birth in Welsh verse.  [9:  Obituary: Professor A. O. H. Jarman. (1998). The Independent. [online] 29 Oct. Available at: https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/obituary-professor-a-o-h-jarman-1181263.html [Accessed 29 Oct. 2022].] 

Within this chapter, Jarman places Geoffrey of Monmouth’s interpretation of Merlin into the forefront establishing two divisions pre- and post-Geoffrey’s work[footnoteRef:10]. Within Geoffrey’s work, Jarman identifies two main changes within his work, the first change being the fatherless youth’s name to Merlinus and the other being the location where the youth/Merlin is found to Carmarthen. Notwithstanding Jarman in addition also analyses a series of other Welsh poems highlighting the similarities and providing context while doing so explains the separation of Merlin and the tale of Arthur, Jarman explains “At some stage, the material associated with him must have separated from the main body of the saga and developed as an independent tale”[footnoteRef:11].  [10:  Jarman’s comment about Pre and Post Geoffrey phases located on Page 117]  [11:  Jarman’s quote located on Page 121] 

Outside of Jarman’s analysis of these poems and Merlin’s character, Jarman approaches Welsh prophecy, the mediaeval Welsh prophecy tradition arose from recollections of the 5th and 6th-century struggle for power between the Britons and the English. Overall, Jarman presents a very interesting and engaging analysis of Welsh poetry and Merlin’s character within them.
To conclude, The Arthur of the Welsh presents a diverse look into multiple areas surrounding Arthurian myths. Overall, the consensus around the success of the book is overwhelmingly positive receiving a 5/5 from Amazon reviews as well as a 4.2/5, as there are multiple contributions to the style of writing changes as chapters do make it engaging. The book achieves its objective of presenting, analysing and discussing medieval Welsh literature and Arthur’s place within it. 
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