
Introduction 
Stephen Martin 

My community profile is based on the county of Carmarthenshire in south west Wales. In this profile ill be focusing on the surrounding area and what it is like to live in Carmarthen. I will also discus what it offers the younger generation and what their views are on growing up here.
I will also source statistics and figures 









Carmarthenshire. 

As of the most recent estimates in 2021 the population of Carmarthenshire, a county in the southwest wales is approximately 188,771. This figure is based on the National Statistics(ONS) and may have slightly changed since then due to the natural population changes migration pattern. 
As of the 2021 Census, about 43.9% of the population in Carmarthenshire is reported to speak Welsh. So about 82,900 of the 188,771 speak Welsh. 

Education
Carmarthenshire has a well-established education system with a variety of schools catering to different educational needs. The county has
· 96 Primary schools
· 12 Secondary schools
Higher education in Carmarthenshire opportunities are primarily provided through partnerships and campuses affiliated with larger universities and further education colleges, key institutions include: 
1. University of Wales Trinity St David (UWTSD): with campuses in Carmarthen and nearby locations. UWTSD offers a range of programs such as arts, education, business and technology. 
2. College Sir Gar: a further education college that also offers some higher education courses in partnership with universities. It has multiple campuses across Carmarthenshire including Llanelli and Ammanford. 

Community Support
Carmarthen has several community centres and youth facilities aimed at supporting young people. These centres provide a variety of services and activities, including educational programs activities and support services below I have list a few:
· Carmarthen youth project: Located in Carmarthen this centre offers a safe space for young people to engage in activities, receive support and participate in various different events. 
· Llanelli Youth Centre: provides a range of activities and programs for young people including sports, arts and social events. 
· Ammanford Youth Club: offers various recreational and educational activities for young people in the Ammanford area. 
· Yr. Atom- Welsh language centre: located in Carmarthen this centre promotes the use of the Welsh language among the young people and the community through events and social activities. 
These centres and others across the county work to engage young people in positive activities provide support and guidance to foster a sense of community. 




Culture and diversity

Carmarthenshire boasts a rich cultural heritage and vibrant community life, deeply rooted in Welsh traditions and language. The region is known for, 
· Welsh language traditions- A significant proportion of the population speaks Welsh and the language in an integral part of daily life
· Cultural events and festivals- the county hosts numerous cultural events including the National Eisteddfod, an annual music festival of Welsh culture involving music, dance, literature and performance. Local festivals agricultural shows and community fairs are also common. 
· Historical sites- Carmarthenshire is home to many historical landmarks such as Carreg Cennen Castle, ancient churches. 
· Natural beauty: the natural environment, including the Breacon Beacons, the Cambrian Mountains and stunning coastline plays a significant role in the cultural identity of Carmarthenshire. Outdoor activities such as hiking, cycling and beach visits are popular among residents and visitors alike. 
Overall Carmarthenshire offers a blend of traditional welsh culture and growing multiculture influences making it a unique and vibrant place to live. 


Employment opportunities 

Carmarthenshire offers a diverse range of employment opportunities across various sectors. Carmarthen is known for its tourist attractions and attracts a significant number of tourists each year, drawn to its rich cultural heritage natural beauty and historical sites. As of the most recent data available, Carmarthenshire had an estimated workforce  of 80,000 people. This figure includes individuals employed across various sectors, including agriculture. Tourism, public services , retail, manufacturing and others. While specific visitor numbers for Carmarthen may vary, the overall tourism industry in Carmarthenshire contributes significantly to the local economy and cultural vitality of the region. 


What can the young people do in Carmarthenshire
Young people in Carmarthen have a wealth of opportunities for engaging activities and personal growth. They can access youth centres like the Carmarthen youth project, offering recreational activities and social events. Sports facilities cater to various interests, while cultural venues provide avenues for artistic exploration through theatres, galleries and music venues. The surrounding countryside offers outdoor adventures, from hiking to exploring country parks and the Brecon Beacons National Park. Educational programs at institutions like Coleg Sir Gar and the University of Wales Trinity Saint David further enrich their experiences. Additionally volunteering opportunities abound allowing young people to contribute to their community while developing valuable skills and connections, overall Carmarthen provides a vibrant environment where young people residents can thrive and explore their interests. 

Indoor and outdoor
Carmarthen boasts several stunning nature parks and reserves, providing residents and visitors with ample opportunities for outdoor exploration. Dinefwr Park and Castle managed by the national trust, offer historic charm alongside woodlands, meadows and walking trails. Pembrey Country Park situated on the coast features a beach, woodlands and a range of activities onsite such as cycling, wildlife watching and bobsleighing. Carmarthenshire also has a range of indoor activities such as Cinemas, Bowling and laser tag which is enjoyed by visitors of all ages. 

Crime Statistics
Carmarthen ranks as the third safest small town in Dyfed and stands at the 30th position regarding overall safety out of Dyfeds 199 towns, villages and cities. The recorded overall crime rate in Carmarthen for 2023 was 75 crimes per 1000 people. This figure contracts unfavourably with overall crime rate exceeding it by 10%, as Dyfed’s rate stands at 68 per 1,000 daytime population. In the boarder context  of England, Wales and Northern Ireland, Carmarthen ranks as the 411th most dangerous small town and the 2,074th most dangerous location out of small towns, cities, and villages. In March 2023 Carmarthen registered the highest crime rate for robbery in Dyfed with 5 reported crimes and a rate of 0.23 per 1000 daytime population. Similary July 2023 was another challenging month for robbery, recording 2 crimes at a rate of 0.09 per 1000 daytime population. Violence and sexual offences re the most common crimes in Carmarthen, with 744 offences documented in 2023 resulting in a crime rate of 34. This represents a 28% decrease from the 1,035 offenses reported in 2022 with a notable difference of 13,48 from 2022’s crime rate of 48. Conversely, bicycle theft remains the least common crime in Carmarthen with only 3 offences recorded in 2023, making a 40% reduction from 2022’s figure of 5 crimes. 



References. 
Carmarthenshire county council-  Accessed on the 15.05.24
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