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Reflective Fieldwork Journal
During this module you will visit a number of sites on fieldwork.  At each site you should keep detailed notes relating to the following issues:

•	Landscape Character
•	Landscape Quality
•	Designations
•	Use
•	Access
•	Future Potential


These notes should subsequently be written up into a reflective and critical account of the landscape at each location, which incorporates relevant academic and policy related literature and provides suggestions sustainable approaches to recreational development at the site.  Maps, sketches and photographic evidence should be used as appropriate.  You should include details of two fieldwork sites in the main body of the work, and include the notes relating to the third in an appendix.


SUBMISSION DETAILS:    

Submit by Turnitin on or before Friday 11th January 2019

Date feedback to be returned to student: On or before Friday 8th February 2019
[bookmark: _GoBack]

For this essay I will be discussing and reflecting on two different locations, detailing notes regarding the landscape, history, habitat and its use. The first location I will be discussing is Dinefwr Park as I visited the area on a fieldtrip with the university and feel that it is a great example to use due to its beautiful land, heritage, history and environment. From its wildlife to its diverse habitats it has a wealth of information about the area and I felt that it was a great place to experience and learn about. The second location I have chosen is Cheddar Gorge due to its incorporation of adventure activities and education as it provides incredible learning opportunities.

Dinefwr Park is a treasure to Wales, is arguably one of the best parks in the country and is a Site of Special Specific Interest (SSSI) and is the only National Nature Reserve (NNR) in Wales (Dinefwr Park, 2019). Despite the fact that majority of nature reserves are open to the public, the wildlife and habitats are often extremely fragile they are protected by law, and NNR in Wales are legally protected as SSSI’s (Natural Resources Wales / National Nature Reserves, 2019) . The 800-acre estate is a microcosm of Welsh heritage and natural history and provides vital habitats for a range of species, playing a crucial role in Britain’s biodiversity. Dinefwr Park is home to numerous mammals such as otters, pole cats, voles, fallow deer and badgers, as well as a range of wildlife and organisms. Conservation and wildlife are a key part of Dinefwr Park and so the park is currently weather-proofing their trails to maintain the quality of the natural environment. It is believed that this work is necessary as the number of visitors and footfall is increasing on some of the most popular routes which will end up effecting the paths, particularly in the wetter months (We're weather-proofing our trails, 2019).

Improvements are taking place on key areas including the deer path, mill pond and front fields and each year the National Trust spends approximately £160,000 on the Dinefwr property to maintain access and undertake day to day land management work on the estate. A further £125,000 will be invested on the paths over the next two years on their path network and conservation objectives to show the National Trusts continued commitment and protection of the park (We're weather-proofing our trails, 2019)[image: See the source image]. Biodiversity is a priority at Dinefwr Park and Dinefwr’s woodland is home to some of the oldest trees in Britain with over 300 oak trees, some which are over 400 years old (Dinefwr Park, 2019). Even when the trees fall, they are not removed from the park and stay where they are to provide habitat for plant, wildlife and fungi species. Figure 1 demonstrates how the trees stay in the park to provide vital ecosystems of diverse systems (Dinefwr Park, 2019). Dinefwr Castle and Newtown House are also prominent figures on the landscape filled with history, sentiment and beauty. (dinefwr park fallen tree - Bing, 2019)
Figure 1: A fallen tree at Dinefwr Park


The grounds around Dinefwr Park are only partly accessible as some trails can get extremely muddy and uneven, however there is one particular path, The Dragonfly Walk, which is fully wheelchair and pushchair accessible (Dinefwr Park, 2019). Due to the historical values and biodiversity in the park it would be difficult to make any adjustments (even for accessibility reasons) as this could change the dynamics in the park, and even projects such as the weather proofing of the trail needs to be done in an extremely mindful and vigilant way to avoid any obstruction to the area or the nature. Dinefwr is a beautiful place and learning about the environment helped to feel connected to the landscape and creates a bond between the individual and the land. Previous research on a New Zealand mountain showed that visitors who were attracted to the national park were attracted to the alpine scenery, natural history and recreational values of the area (Carr, 2004). From my time at Dinefwr I can understand how history and values can be a large attraction to an area as I think it brings character to a place and evoke emotion and better understanding. 

Cultural geographers in recent years have demonstrated that place is culturally constructed through human interaction and tend to agree that all narratives depend on selected appropriation of facts, incidents and descriptions to create particular kinds of cultural construction (BIRD, 2002) As much of Dinefwr is revolved around nature, wildlife and conservation the narrative of my visit was mainly based around these factors. It is essential for the sites to maintain a balance between encouraging visitors and protecting the reserves, and by educating visitors on how best to protect the park and its wildlife. When I went to visit I was told stories about the deer and how not to approach the deer due to the implications it can have on them and their living; this then prevented people from approaching the animals and the negative repercussions that could have come with that. 

The second landscape I have chosen is Cheddar Gorge as it is a world-famous site that is an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, an SSSI and a Special Area of Conservation. It home to some of Britain’s highest inland cliffs, remarkable caves and stalactite caverns that were created by Ice Age melt waters over millions of years (Cheddar Gorge & Caves - Visit Wiltshire, 2019). Its excavation in 1890 gained international reputation for its geographical and historical significance and has the largest underground river system in Britain. And during the excavation they found what is believed to be the oldest complete human skeleton found in the UK, dated around 9,000 years old (Cheddar Gorge & Caves - Visit Somerset, 2019). It has large cultural values as it has introduced a host of events including Wildlife Week and Festival of Archaeology and is enjoyed by people of all ages and aims to educate people as well as providing adventurous activities. Cheddar Gorge provides the opportunity to learn about rocks and geography, pre-history (the stone age), wildlife and ecology, as well as business and tourism (cheddar Gorge Tourism, 2019). As well as wildlife, culture and archaeology, Cheddar Gorge has a range of activities for people to enjoy nature at its finest with black cat free fall, rock climbing, adventure caging, and cheddar gorge climbs.

In terms of accessibility it doesn’t have the same amount of access that Dinefwr has due to the steep paths and cliffs which can be especially difficult for those with limited mobility, however there is a new information point that is wheelchair friendly (Cheddar Gorge, 2019). Accessibility is a complex topic in nature settings, especially those than include outdoor activities as often outdoor activities aren’t always possible for those with limited mobility or other disabilities. Utilising the natural environment and using it in a positive manner for activity and education is a great example of recreational development. 
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(cheddar Gorge Tourism, 2019)



As seen in Figure 2, the landscape in Cheddar Gorge has been kept utilising its natural and sustainable factors such as its underground river system and maintaining its grassland, cliffs, caves and woodland, supporting flora and fauna of UK and European significance (Cheddar Gorge 2019). Although it has incorporated accessible factors for visitors such as disability access, baby changing, toilets, etc., it has maintained as much of its natural state as possible.
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Assessment Feedback Sheet

	                Student No./Name:	
                                               Module:	
                                     Module Code: 


	Personal Evaluation – to support your academic progress please complete the section below BEFORE submitting your work.

	What do you consider to be the best aspects of this work?
	

	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
	

	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
	

	
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	Learning
Outcomes


	GRADE

	
	
	Poor
< 20%

	Weak
20-29%
	Unsatisfactory
30-39%
	Satisfactory
40 – 49%
	Good
50 – 59%
	Very Good
60 – 69%
	Excellent
70 – 84%
	Exceptional
85– 100%
	
  %

	Your discussion of the nature of landscape within the context of the fieldwork locations
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20%

	Your critical evaluation of external and internal influences that affect the perception, interpretation and use of landscape at the fieldwork sites.
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20%

	Your critical discussion of the relationship between landscape and recreation and your suggestion of sustainable approaches to the interpretation and use of landscape for recreation.
	
3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	40%

	Your identification and use of relevant academic and other material to help inform and develop your argument
	1,2,3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20%

	It is expected that students will present work that is proof read, correctly referenced and adheres to the Assessment Checklist. Therefore a range of 0 – 10 marks will be deducted for non-completion of any of the points on the checklist below.
	

	TUTOR COMMENTS:













	 Submission date: 
via Turnitin
	Return date:
(at least within 4 weeks)
	Tutor: 
	Mark: 




Assignment Checklist

· Please complete the Personal Evaluation section of the Assessment Feedback sheet, add your name and details, and paste the whole of this assignment document into the front of your assignment

· Submission is a single word file, clearly labelled with your name and module code
· Font style - Times New Roman, size -12 for text and 14 for headings
· Ink colour – black only
· Line spacing – 1.5 line spacing and 2cm- 2.5cm page margins
· Quotations more than three lines to be indented 1 line spacing
· One line space between paragraphs, paragraphs must be left aligned
· Pagination (your assignment should have page numbers) 
· All tables and figures are internally referenced and have a title
· Word count checked and written at end of text (before references and any appendix)
· Assignment is within 10% of the word limit (excluding references and any appendices)
· All references in the text are included in the reference list
· Correct referencing following the Harvard style, as described in the Palgrave study skills book ‘Cite them Right’.
· Correct spelling using UK English
· Correct use of punctuation
· Grammar and syntax correct- double check anything that has a green line under it
· I have read my assignment out loud to myself and it makes sense and is easy to read
· Somebody else has read my work and it makes sense to him or her!
I have checked and I have not plagiarised 
Failure to follow these guidelines will cost you marks!
Dinefwr National Park
•	Landscape Character
800 Acre estate. 
•	Landscape Quality
•	Designations
A site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Only Parkland natural nature reserve in Wales.
•	Use
•	Access
•	Future Potential

Cardiff Bay
•	Landscape Character
•	Landscape Quality
•	Designations
•	Use
•	Access
•	Future Potential

Dryad Bushcraft, Gower
•	Landscape Character
•	Landscape Quality
•	Designations
•	Use
•	Access
•	Future Potential
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Figure 2: Map of Cheddar Gorge (Cheddar Gorge 2019)





