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'Being Islamic in a Muslim-minority context: does Islamic law hold any legal authority in Wales?'
It was during the mid-nineteenth to early twentieth century that Cardiff, more specifically Bute Town, saw a distinctive scale of Muslim seafarers deriving from areas with strong merchant shipping traditions. After the Second World War, the Muslim communities in Wales expanded rapidly, and in 1947, the first Mosque in Wales was built in Cardiff. In 1948, citizens of the commonwealth were given the right to enter, work and settle in the UK as permanent residents by the British Nationality Act.[footnoteRef:1] In contemporary Cardiff, there are estimated at around 45,000 Muslims of diverse backgrounds.  [1:  Gilliat-Ray, Sophie., Muslims in Britain: An Introduction (Cambridge University Press: Cambridge. 2010) ] 

Given that many of these Muslim settlers would have derived from Muslim-majority countries, they would have experienced rapid cultural differences in Wales, a Muslim-minority and arguably secular country. With this in mind, my dissertation will ask: Is Islamic law applied in Wales, and is it practiced by its Muslim communities? I aim to focus specifically on the contemporary Muslims of Cardiff, and the different practices of Islamic law that follow. 
The overall aim of this dissertation is to gain knowledge and a clear understanding of the different and underrepresented Muslim communities in Cardiff, as it is unfair to assume that there is no diversity within Islam in Wales. The objective of this dissertation requires extensive observation and first-hand knowledge, which will require field work and academic sources to reinforce my findings such as Ron Geaves’ Islam Today, which discusses the different types of Muslims in Britain based on their upbringing and surroundings.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  Ron Geaves., Islam Today (Continuum: London. 2010) ] 

Research Methods:
Field Work and Participant Observation
As the Muslims of Cardiff are underrepresented in the academic field, I will need to conduct field work. I will be looking to visit events held by the Muslim Council of Wales, and the Welsh Muslim Cultural Foundation. By researching these organisations, I should gain an understanding of the diversity of Muslims in Cardiff, and how they interpret religious authority into contemporary life. 
As I will not be conducting interviews for my dissertation, no ethical dimensions will be breached. However, if my research requires, there is a possibility of conducting Participant Observation in Mosques such as the ‘South Wales Islamic Centre’ in Cardiff. To do this, I will need to fill out the E3 Ethics form and contact each Mosque beforehand for approval. 
Literature
Alongside my research, I will be using credible academic sources such as books and journals. I have chosen books with specific chapters on Muslims in Britain in order to gain a complete and relevant understanding of the roots of Islam in Wales and England. I will also be drawing some of my information from Websites such as MCW, WMCF and the Welsh Government. 



Dissertation Structure:
Chapter 1 – Introduction 
In this chapter, I will firstly give a brief history of the Muslims of Cardiff by looking at their emigration and integration into Welsh society. I will then explain the different forms of Islamic authority such as the Shari’a law, the Qur’an and Hadith, and decipher which authority or code of law is followed by the Muslim communities in Cardiff. I will be researching the different denominations of Islam that can be found in Cardiff, such as Shiism, Sufism and Ahmadi. By doing this, I will be researching the backgrounds of these individuals, such as their place of birth, ethnicity and upbringing. This will give me a good understanding of the Muslims of Cardiff, and a good basis for the next chapter. 
Chapter 2 – How does Islamic law and practices integrate into a Muslims everyday life 
In this chapter, I will be understanding the role of Islamic authority in Muslim’s everyday lives. This could include the use of the Qur’an, Hadith, Shari’a or the authority of the local Imams. What each of these uses of Islamic authority have in common, is the practice of being a ‘good’ Muslim. This could be argued that being a Muslim is a way of life, and not necessarily following a specific ‘law’. This raises the question, how does Islamic authority play a role in situations that require legal advice, such as marriage, divorce and family disputes? This chapter will focus specifically on the application of Shari’a law amongst Muslim communities, and how it is used despite not holding any legal authority in Wales. 
Chapter 3 – Welsh Government and Islamic law, can they co-exist? What are the problems?
Following the previous chapter on Islamic authority and the application of Shari’a in situations that require legal advice, this chapter will be presenting an argument of the co-existence between Islamic authority and the Welsh government. To do this, I will be using acts such as the ‘European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) to argue the rights of religious freedom. I will also be using ‘The Application of Shari’a Law in England and Wales (2018)’ to decipher the positives and negatives of the authority of Shari’a to the Muslim population according to the Welsh Government. Depending on relevant opportunities, I will be attending any conferences held by the Senedd in relation to the Muslims of Wales. The overall aim of this chapter will be to understand the problems that can arise for those seeking to follow Islamic authority, based on the statement that ‘Shari’a councils have no jurisdiction under the law of England and Wales’.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Secretary of State for the Home Department., ‘The Independent review into the application of Shari’a law in England and Wales (2018)’ <https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/678478/6.4152_HO_CPFG_Report_into_Sharia_Law_in_the_UK_WEB.pdf> (Date Accessed: 05/10/18) ] 

Chapter 4 – Muslim Organisations, Mosques and ‘Safe Havens’ 
This chapter will be discussing some of the key Muslim organisations and ‘safe havens’ for the Muslim community. I will be researching and conducting field work into organisations such as The Muslim Council of Wales (MCW) and the Welsh Muslim Cultural Foundation (WMCF) to understand their role in the community. I will also be conducting field work and possible participant observation by visiting various mosques in Cardiff to differentiate the branches of Islam that can be seen, and the religious authority that they follow. This will relate back to my introduction and will validate my points throughout the chapters of this dissertation. 

Chapter 5 - Conclusion 
My conclusion will include a summary of my field work, and any conclusions that derive from the type of Muslims in Cardiff and the different use of Islamic authority that can be seen throughout the communities. My conclusion will ask, and attempt to answer the question, does following both Islamic authority and the law of England and Wales effectively suit the needs of Muslims today?
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