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How have tombstones and our ideas of remembrance changed throughout the centuries. 
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Introduction:  
In this graveyard report, carried out at St Peters church, Lampeter, Ceredigion. I shall be investigating how tombstones have changed through the centuries, specifically focusing on tombstones from 1801, 1901, and 2002, as well as the eldest tombstone in the graveyard, dating back to 1734. I shall be discussing the style, material, and inscriptions that are on these tombstones. Comparing and discussing how our views of burial and remembrance have changed through the centuries in Lampeter.  
I have decided to compare tombstones from one century apart as I believe that this will assist me in my comparisons, this will help me present different periods linearly and to display how much or little a century can change the outlook people have towards there deceased and how they remember them.  
 
 
Location: 
St Peter's Church is located in northern Lampeter, upon a hill visible from most of the town. As described below this location has been home to a church from as early as 1291, indicating that this spot has been of great significance to the people of Lampeter and Ceredigion for over seven hundred years, and has been described as "the best Victorian church in the county of Ceredigion”. 
“A Church dedicated to Saint Peter was first recorded on the site in 1291, from which the town partly took its name. This was replaced by a new and poorly built church by W. Wittington of Neath during the years 1836–8. This building, in turn, was replaced by the current church, designed by the English ecclesiastical architect R. J. Withers, and built during the years 1867–70.” (White, 2020) 
 
 
Theam and methodology. 
My theme shall be how the style, material, and inscription of tombstones have changed through the century's, from 1801 to 2001, including the eldest tombstone in the church from 1734, and how we can use this data to create a better understanding of how people's ideas of death and remembrance have changed in Lampeter.  
I shall be using the information I have gathered to analyse the time, effort, and cost that has been put into these burials, in an attempt to decern the general approach to death and burial during these different periods.  
 
Data:  
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Fig.1 (1734) 
This tombstone, the oldest known tombstone in St peters church, dates to 1734. Outdating the current church by over one hundred years. 
the location of this tombstone is not its original position, it is thought to of come from closer to the original church, just south of the current church. It has been relocated to a central position on the path, closer to the current church and directly visible from the church. the material of this tombstone is slate, a local and popular material, many old tombstones are made of slate as it is cheap and easier to carve than other tougher stones.  
The inscription upon the tombstone is in Welsh, and unfortunately, as I am not a native, I am unable to translate, however, what is clear is the signs of their bearing two separate inscriptions, one going vertically, one going horizontally. Indicating that this tombstone would have originally been laid flat on the ground as opposed to upright so that the multiple inscriptions can be read. 
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Fig.2 (1802) 
This tombstone is located just to the right of the old church foundation and is likely in its original position. It is made from limestone a quite common tombstone material from the 17-18 hundreds, as it was widely available and easy to carve, being softer than slate. Limestone also attracts moss and liken growth giving these tombstones a weathered appearance.  
The inscription is the most interesting feature of this tombstone, it reads: 
“Here lies the body of Hannah the wife of Daniel Edwards, of the town who died Monday (12 or 18)1802 20 years' “ 
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Fig.3 (1901) 
This tombstone is in the south of the graveyard, right of the old church foundation. 
This tombstone, made of garnet is particularly ornate, with a cross and crown carved into the top. This is one of the few Welsh language tombstones in the graveyard, suggesting that in the 1900s the Welsh language had a brief resurgence, it also has the address of the deceased. 
The inscription upon the tombstone is in Welsh, and unfortunately, as I am not a native, I am unable to translate it.  
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Fig.4 (2001) 
This tombstone is from the northwest corner of the graveyard, this part of the graveyard has been extended for new graves.  
This tombstone has the shortest inscription of any of the other tombstones in this report: “in loving memory of John Harrison, Dear husband, dad, and grandad. 1930-2002" 
This tombstone is made of polished marble, most modern graves in this part of the graveyard are also made of marble. This tombstone has gold lettering. Modern graves are often made by machines, and because of this, they are all remarkably similar.  
 
 
Analysis:  
Fig.1  
The relocation of this tombstone was most likely carried out to bring the tombstone more into the public eye and to make it easier to identify. 
The material of this tombstone is most likely another reason this tombstone has been relocated in an attempt to preserve it further. Slate is not very well wearing in comparison to other materials like granite and sandstone, slate is prone to split due to water damage. 
Unfortunately, I am unable to read the inscriptions, however the double inscription, possibly even triple as a substantial portion of this tombstone is buried for stability, indicates that this may have been a family burial. Having a tombstone at this point would have been very costly and as a result group burials and inscriptions were common. 
 
 
Fig.2  
This is particularly interesting as it is the Husband who is remembered here just as much as if not more than Hannah, the use of his full name as opposed to just her first name, in some ways tethering himself to her even in death. As husband and wife are not buried together It is safe to assume that Mr. Edwards is the one who chose this tombstone, or if not Mr. Edwards then another family member. This is also interesting and is relevant to almost all graves, that it is not the deceased who decide how they are remembered, rather the decision comes to those who are still alive, the ones that shall be remembered. In this way, the living has a certain power over the dead and how people will remember them in the future. 
Additionally, this tombstone has the place where this person resided during their life, as opposed to some other tombstones from the early 1800s that give a full address upon the tombstone, this one simply says, “of the town”. This suggests that due to the location of this tombstone, in a church in Lampeter, the stone smith who made this tombstone did not feel it necessary to specify which town. There is also an error in the tombstone, the word “body” seems to have been squashed into the top right corner. There is “bod” in the same size and font as the rest of the line, then a sneakily placed “y” squashed into the corner above. This suggests that whoever paid for this tombstone either opted for the cheaper option purposely, further suggesting that whoever paid for this tombstone was indifferent to the remembrance of Hannah and more worried about getting Mr. Edwards's name down. Or it could simply be that the stone smith made a mistake and whoever paid for the tombstone could not afford to pay for another. 
Fig.3  
Like fig.2 this tombstone has the address of the deceased, however, what makes this tombstone so interesting is the use of Welsh, indicating that there was a resurgence of the Welsh language in the 1900s. Two of the four tombstones I have chosen to analyze are Welsh, however, there is a defendant majority of English tombstones, as opposed to a minority of Welsh graves. Comparing Fig.1 and Fig.3, with over 150 years between them and the two uses of Welsh, surrounded by English graves, suggests that during these periods, the 1730s and the 1900s. The Welsh identity and language were going through a particular resurgence not dissimilar to what is happening in 21st-century whales. Having both their address and their tombstone in Welsh suggests that these individuals were proud to be Welsh and wanted to be remembered in their language and their town. 
Opposed to fig.2 this tombstone has the full address rather than “of the town” suggesting that the individuals from fig.3 were more wealthy or influential within the community. 
 
Fig.4 
This tombstone has less information than any of the other tombstones in this report, simply saying “in loving memory of John Harrison, Dear husband, dad, and grandad. 1930-2002" all of the other tombstones in this report have more information on there inscriptions, they are also more formal. The use of “in loving memory” and the informal use of “grandad” and “dad” as opposed to Father and Grandfather shows a clear change in the way in which tombstone inscriptions are written, in a more intimate, less formal manner, showing a societal change in the way that people remember there dead. 
 
 
Conclusion:  
In conclusion, from my analysis of these four tombstones, I can deduce that through the centuries our ideals of death and remembrance have changed, most drastically I believe in the 21st century. The older tombstones I have analyzed (Fig 1-3) all have a much more formal and somewhat impersonal aura about them, they seem to be more focused on remembering the deceased in a way that reflects what they did in life, where there were from and whom there were married or related to. In contrast to Fig.4 where the deceased is there “in loving memory”. I believe that this term is a clear indicator of how our ideals of death and remembrance, it shows how we have come to view our dead as someone who should be fondly remembered. I believe that this stems from the 21st-century detachment we have to death, most people since the end of WW2 have not encountered death on a scale people would have before, particularly from the 1730s through even to the 1900s, our detachment from death and also our increasing life expectancy compared to even one hundred years ago has given us an increased attachment to life and thus through our detachment and our 21st-century lens that we have become less morbid with our remembrance and more focused on love.
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Fig 1 – 4 : Photos by J.C.Scanlon, March 2023. 
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