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Introduction 
This qualitive study strives to understand the experience of the participant’ throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the aim is to comprehend how people in the UK were effected financially in different workspaces. The information has been gathered from three individuals during semi-structured face-to-face interviews. Participants were chosen using a suitable sampling method to show a wide range of demographics. This subject of study is very significant to me because I and those close to me have suffered, even though it was widely known that others were thriving thanks to government grants. The goal of this research is to figure out how and why various people were affected. In 2020 Rishi Sunak, the chancellor unveiled a £350 billion package of loans and grants to assist Britain in dealing with the shutdown of significant portions of the economy, warning that the country is facing a threat to its prosperity that has never been seen before in peacetime. Less than a week after offering £12 billion in his budget to mitigate the impact of the Covid-19 outbreak, the chancellor confessed that the measures were insufficient to combat the devastating hit to growth and vowed to do "whatever it takes" to bring the UK out of the problem. (Stewart, 2020) During the interviews, participants will be asked about their experiences with any loans or grants they were given, as well as any assistance they received during the pandemic, or if they did not receive any assistance at all.
Literature research
Because it was necessary to learn about the participants' experiences with the global pandemic in terms of money, the study took a qualitative approach rather than a quantitative one. Interviewing is a good technique to get qualitative data because it allows people to share stories and reveal thoughts and opinions that are moulded by their personal experiences, which leads to a better knowledge of human behaviour and the social world. This topic is being studied using typical case samplings so that we may learn about the average person's experience in various locations in the United Kingdom. When we discuss qualitative data, we are referring to the features of a certain subject. The data will be obtained-*+ using a qualitative analysis of the subject's detailed information. (Qualitative vs Quantitative Data – What’s the Difference? 2016)
In qualitative research, a variety of approaches and research procedures share some commonalities. The approach of inquiry is not based on statistical procedures of quantification. Instead of numbers, we use words. It has taken a decade for qualitative research methodologies to become mainstream. In 1990, Pub Medical had 38 qualitative research articles (about 0.10 percent of all publications) and 922 (about 1.40 percent) in 2004. The goal of qualitative research is not to locate meaning in numbers, but rather in themes that arise from narratives that represent common human experiences. Qualitative research often focuses on a small number of carefully chosen individuals. (Coyle & Tickoo, 2007)
Procedure 
A semi structured interview approach was chosen as the most effective method of obtaining qualitative data once the framework and methodology were established. To ensure accurate and ethical outcomes, the following procedure was followed.
1. Themes within the topic of finances during the worldwide epidemic were defined through questions. A set of open and closed questions were created to ensure detailed information was collected for analysis.
2. To ensure a broad set of data, a sample group of individuals with various demographics was chosen. The sampling procedures employed were can brilliant samplings, which is a type of non-probability sampling. Each participant comes from a diverse work setting in order to study how different industries are affected.
3. Because it includes predefined questions with opportunity for some open replies, a semi structured interview style was used. Because all the participants were asked the same questions, the data could be analysed consistently. The ability to make open comments during an interview, on the other hand, is important for expanding on subjects and ensuring that the process is not unduly formal or limiting because participants can voice their opinions. Prior to signing the ethics agreement, practical preparations were made with the study participants, and the interview process was thoroughly outlined.
4. The semi structured interviews were conducted separately in the same calm, distraction-free room, with the interviewer asking all the questions in the same tone and style. Each interview lasted 20 minutes. Face-to-face interviews were conducted through Microsoft teams.
5. For analysis, the responses were transcribed into a Word document. No names or identifiable details were recorded in any of the transcriptions, which adhered with the ethical agreement and privacy rules. The taped session was then deleted after the interview was completed and transcribed.
Data analysis techniques
Any statements not directly related to the pandemic's impact on their financial condition were omitted from the transcribed Word document. The data was organized into a three-column table. The first column had the replies of the participants, the middle column contained the researcher's evaluation of the answer, and the last column contained reoccurring themes.
	Participants answers : grouped
	Interpretation of researcher 
	Concepts/ Themes identified 

	the pandemic led to better opportunities for my business. (A) 

I struggled through the pandemic as a student, I was not able to learn in the right environment for me personally. (C) 

The pandemic hit as I was looking for a new job this made it extremely harder for me and struggled without money for a long period of time. (B) 

	Grants were given to small business owners which gave them the opportunity to thrive. 

Students working from home were unable to get the face-to-face connection needed to learn. 

People between jobs were caught at an awkward time and were unable to find jobs
	Different occupations were affected differently; for example, persons in education were unable to learn in the manner that they were accustomed to. Workers who are self-employed have been offered more opportunities. Larger firms suffered as a result of the need to terminate employees, leaving many individuals without money and hunting for new work.



The first theme identified was that people's surroundings had drastically changed. People had to adapt their lifestyles in order to cope with the pandemic. People were concerned not only about the possibility of contracting COVID-19, but also about the financial consequences of job loss, lower earnings, and social changes. Students are suffering as a result of online learning, although it was mentioned that a COVID fund grant was made available to students in institutions who needed assistance with any additional fees (UWTSD) 
	After receiving a government grant, I was able to purchase a work vehicle which will help my business dramatically, the only negative effect on my business was customers were holding off from requesting my services due to COVID (A) 

Financially, we suffered as my partner lost work and was not brining hoe enough money. The funding from university helped but only slightly (C) 

After leaving my previous job I had only my savings to rely on and was not furloughed from my previous job and received no government help. (B) 
	Less customers which mean less work and less money 
However, grants are helping business achieve goals which they wouldn’t of been able to achieve. 



Lower money going into households which lead to whole families struggling.



Furlough system is helpful but what about those who were between jobs? 
	Although there is funding for most people, I feel not everyone was aware of the help they could receive. The pandemic affected everyone dramatically and has led to a lot of financial struggles across the UK and the world in fact. 




The second topic that emerged was that people are not only financially disadvantaged, but they are also struggling mentally. The pandemic has caused stress and worry and has led to the decrease of the participants mental health. The government has set aside funds to assist those who have been affected by the pandemic, and there is obvious proof of this. However, some of the funds have not reached those who have been affected.




















Conclusions/ Reflections
Because of the limited sample size, judgments about the wider society cannot be drawn. A larger sample would be more representative and provide more robust data. The respondents had a western perspective on this topic, which may differ in different regions of the world. Using a variety of data collection techniques, such as focus groups, observation, and research, and combining all three for analysis would have resulted in more diversified data.
The strengths from this study were that the major themes were extracted from the semi-structured interview data, demonstrating that the questions were both reliable and valid. Before beginning, participants were briefed and prepared. Heavy planning led to the avoidance of irrelevant questions and possible ethical difficulties.  I discovered that combining qualitative techniques such as phenomenology with a theme framework allowed for more compelling responses and allowed participants to tell a story rather than simply respond in controlled situations as in quantitative statistics. The topics provided insight into the extent of financial hardship that the British people are experiencing.
This survey confirms the idea that people of all ages and occupations are suffering financially as a result of the global pandemic. Although the government aids certain people are overlooked, resulting in a decline in mental health. They are going through a lot of difficulty and strain. People are returning to work, for example, more people are shopping, students are returning to classes, and people are socializing now that restrictions are loosening. The economy will hopefully improve, and individuals will resume their daily routines. Some damages, however, are too severe to repair; businesses have closed, and families have lost their homes. Rebuilding the economy is where the government should concentrate its efforts.







References 
Coyle, N., & Tickoo, R. (2007). Qualitative Research: What This Research Paradigm Has to Offer to the Understanding of Pain. Pain Medicine, 8(3), 205–206. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1526-4637.2007.00303.x
Qualitative vs Quantitative Data – What’s the Difference? (2016). G2. https://www.g2.com/articles/qualitative-vs-quantitative-data
Stewart, H. (2020, March 17). “Whatever it takes”: chancellor announces £350bn aid for UK businesses. The Guardian; The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/mar/17/rishi-sunak-pledges-350bn-to-tackle-coronavirus-impact

‌


‌

‌
