
New material in RL 4H & 5A
Intensive Latin 2



New material in 4H & 5A
• Result and purpose clauses with ut and 

subjunctive
– Tense

• Historic infinitive
• Ablative of respect
• Ablative absolute with perfect passive 

participle
– We already know this: now you will see it in text!



4F: ut/ne clauses after verbs of command

• After a series of verbs expressing commands, Latin expects an ut 
clause (if positive) or a ne clause to detail the contents of the 
command

• BUT: iubeo + ACI
– militibus imperauit ut castra mouerent ‘He ordered the soldiers that they 

should move camp’ => ‘He ordered the soldiers to move camp’
• If the governing verb is in historic sequence (i.e. perfect or 

imperfect), then you need the imperfect subjunctive
• If the governing verb is present or future, you need the present 

subjunctive:
– seruis impero, ut cenam coquant. ‘I order the slaves that they should cook 

a feast.’ => ‘I order the slaves to cook a feast’
• These rules of sequence of tense in ut-/ne-clauses will apply to 

result and purpose clauses later on as well



Result clauses with ut & subjunctive
• Result clauses open with words like tam, ita, tot, tantus and it is the 

effects of those that the result clause explores:
– He was so tall, [so] that he could reach the top shelf

• Latin needs subjunctive in the ‘so that’ clause: it is introduced by ut
– ita Verres Diodoro minatus est, ut Romam fugeret. 

• The negative in the ut clause is non
– tantus erat timor Diodori, ut non Sicilia manere auderet.

• The same rules for tense applies as in ut/ne clauses after commands
– Main clause – present => ut clause present subjunctive
– Main clause – historic => ut clause imperfect subjunctive

• Note the alternative term consecutive clauses here!



Purpose clauses with ut & subjunctive

• Purpose clauses (finalis) in English open phrases 
like ‘in order that, so that’ and indicate the 
purpose of the statement in the independent, 
governing clause:
– He practiced and practiced, so that (standing on 

tippy-toes) he could reach the top shelf.
• In Latin, purpose clauses are introduced by ut and 

have subjunctive present or imperfect
• The tense of the subjunctive follows the same rules 

as for result clauses: what we need to look at is the 
tense of the governing verb



So tense is easy...
• ...but there are a few other things to keep an eye on:
• If you need ‘so that not’ or ‘lest’ the Latin conjunction used is not 

ut but ne
– cf. ut/ne clauses after commands

• ...and if you need ‘in order that no-one’ the Latin is ‘ne quis...’
• Reflexive pronouns needed: if you refer back to the subject in the 

ut-clause, you need to use forms of se / suus
– Cicero haec dixit ut Catilina se timeret.

• The use of an ut clause can be replaced by a relative clause 
expressing purpose: all other rules apply in the same way
– Caesar cohortes reliquit, quae praesidio nauibus essent. ‘Caesar left troops 

behind, who were to act as a guard for the ships.’



Historic infinitives
• As we have seen previously, Latin sometimes 

deliberately ‘breaks the rules’:
– Historic present: used to make a narrative of past 

events more vivid
• This week, we add another: historic 

infinitive:
– Also usually in vivid narrative of past events
– The infinitive is thrown in unconjugated, 

replacing an indicative
– The subject remains in the nominative



Case use: ablative of respect
• This is, along with the instrumentalis, one of the most 

common functions of the ablative
• A clean ablative is used to expand on a statement: 

lingua latina docti sunt

• It can be translated as ‘with regard to, in respect of, in 
point of’

• In Greek, it corresponds to the accusative of respect
– Sometimes Latin authors wanting to give a Greek flavour 

to their text will use the accusative also: this is particularly 
common in poetry



Gerundive
• The gerundives are passive verbal adjectives which denote the 

necessity or possibility of an action. They decline like multus-
multa-multum

• It is used as an adjective mainly in specific circumstances:
– With particular verbs – gerundive here in the accusative: dare, 

tradere, mittere, sumere, accipere, curare: Caesar pontem 
faciendum curat

– With nouns + ad, denoting purpose: ad bella suscipienda Gallorum 
alacer ac promptus est animus

– With sum to express necessity or duty: uulnera sananda sunt
(personal); scribendum est (impersonal)

– In conjunction with causa or gratia: ponte faciendo causa
• ...remember: gerundives are passive in meaning
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