Chapter 3 -Research methodology. 
3.0 – Introduction. 

Throughout the former chapters of this dissertation, the researcher has accomplished objective one which was to identify existing research surrounding their chosen topic of why knife crime exists and analysing the risk posed to frontline Police officers. This chapter of the dissertation will aim to satisfy objective two which is to identify the most applicable research method to suitably perform research of their chose topic of “why knife crime exists and analysing the risk to frontline Police officers”. 
Babbie (2019) explained the process of research as a methodical investigation to define, predict and collect information in a logical method (as cited in question pro, 2022). Goodwin (et al 1984) explained that there are two channels that can be implemented to conduct research which can be described as qualitative and quantitative research. The main differences between the two are that qualitative research focuses on numeric data such as statistics whereas quantitative research focuses on literature which allows the researcher to investigate their subject in greater detail. 
Other research methods also exist known as primary and secondary research. McCrocklin (2018) said that all academic research falls under two groups known as primary and secondary research. Primary research is obtained by the researcher themselves and can be comprised of information gathering exercises such as surveys and interviews. The main aspect of primary research is that the researcher gathers this information by themselves and does not use literature already published. Conversely, secondary research is conducted by reviewing published literature and reviewing academic literature to answer the specific research question.
As established in previous chapters, the research question of the risk posed to frontline Police officers could not be adequately defined due to a lack of secondary research covering the topic area. As a result, the researcher will now employ primary research by way of conducting surveys to gather their own information and to answer the research question. 

3.1 The research onion. 
The research onion was developed in 2007 by Saunders and acts as a visual representation of the decisions that must be made while completing a research methodology. As the “onion” is navigated from the outer layers to the inner layers, several options surrounding different research methods can be taken. The “onion” covers a range of alternative research methods and theories such as the grounded theory, ethnography, & interpretivism (Phair & Warren, 2021).  

3.2 Philosophy. 
The nature of the research topic embraces interpretivism, interpretive research is a research paradigm that centres around the belief that social realism is shaped by experiences and social contexts. Interpretive research has been used since the 1900s and is best used within sociological research. As such, this research will include interpretivism (Pelz, 2004). 

3.3 Research method.
As discussed, part of the research question could not be adequately answered due to a lack of existing secondary research. The author will now utilise primary research to answer their research question. The author believes the most appropriate way to do this is by creating and distributing a survey among serving response police officers who all share the same rank of Police Constable (PC). 

The author believes that the results of the survey will help to answer the research question and offer a different perspective of the problem surrounding the risk posed to frontline Police officers when looking at knife crime. De Luuw (1992) as cited in Schonlau et al (2002) said that conducting surveys via electronic methods was effective but could lead to low response rates compared to face-to-face interviews. However, they found that electronic surveys yielded quality responses when sensitive questions were asked. They believe this is due to respondents being nervous about answering questions truthfully in a face-to-face setting. 

3.4 Survey design & structure
The survey will be comprised of between 10-15 questions and will be distributed electronically to ensure it can be completed and returned promptly. The survey will be sent to 15 participants all of which will hold a current role in frontline policing. This will ensure that the answers are from the perspective of a frontline Police officer. The author will utilise the Likert scale to design their survey. The Likert scale is a psychometric scale comprised of multi choice answers such as “strongly agree” or “neither agree nor disagree”. This style of questioning provides measurable results that can be used analytically to come to conclusions surrounding specific topic areas (Nemoto & Beglar, 2014). 

3.5 Limitations 
The limitations of research have been described as issues such as bias, a lack of available data and lack of prior research of the topic (Abbadia, 2022) The author intends to seek participation from serving police officers with a range of operational experience, however, police response teams have become the starting point for student officers which has resulted in the displacement of experienced officers (Police Federation, 2021). Subsequently, it may prove problematic in gaining responses from the desired target audience. 

Due to the busy nature of policing and submission deadlines, time restrictions may cause obstacles. To counter this, the author will ensure that they distribute the surveys and leave adequate time for respondents to participate. They will also include a deadline within the surveys to prompt the completion and to allow sufficient time for the results to be analysed. 


3.6 Ethical considerations 
When conducting research, it is important that researchers adhere to a code of conduct to protect the anonymity, integrity, and rights of the participants. This ensures that the participants are informed and endeavours to prevent any harm to those involved (Bhandari, 2022). Due to possibility of emotive questions being asked within the survey, the author will limit and assess potential triggers and avoid the discussion of adverse policing incidents. 

3.7 Conclusion

The goal of this chapter was to explain the methodology and to discuss how the author intends to gather their own research. The next chapter will aim to evaluate the findings from the research conducted and to present the findings. 



