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Choose one of the following Founding Fathers of the United States, Alexander Hamilton OR Thomas Jefferson, and discuss their attitude towards government. Using primary and secondary sources, explain what you think were the most important reasons why EITHER Hamilton erred towards Republicanism over Democracy OR why Jefferson erred towards Democracy over Republicanism

  That Thomas Jefferson favoured Democracy can be seen in his writings and stance throughout his political career. He and James Madison initiated the Democratic-Republican Party as opposition to the policies of the first President of the United States, George Washington. After the battle for Independence from Colonial rule, the new government was creating legislation with significant powers over the individual States. Alexander Hamilton as Secretary to the Treasury of the United States, believed in building a strong union with national government. He wanted to establish a National Bank assuming all the debts incurred by the individual States during the revolution, hoping to bind the men of wealth who had acquired the domestically held Bonds to the national government (Britannica.com, 2021). This Bank dealt only with its own Bank Notes, when repaying the assumed debt by each State.  Jefferson believed money should be based on real commodities, such as wheat and tobacco, not capitol and debt. In Virginia, agriculture was the only productive interest, so the profits would drain away into the wealthy who had funded the Bonds in the Bank, rather than staying within the bounds of the State (Dorfman.J, 1940).
  The Federalists under John Adams passed the Alien and Sedition Acts in 1798 as a response to a potential war with France. This Act made it a crime to “print,utter,or publish..any false, scandalous, and malicious writing” about the government (archives.gov,2021). Jefferson- then the Vice President- saw this as an encroachment on the rights protected by the First Amendment in the Constitution, which includes freedom of speech. The objection was on philosophical grounds, seeing the Acts as unconstitutional in that they assumed undelegated powers, and he believed the States had the right to challenge federal authority. Jefferson and Maddison secretly wrote the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions which claimed that States could nullify federal action they believed to be unconstitutional (Monticello.org, 2021). Although these Resolutions did not gain support, their existence formed a focus for those who did not agree with the big government model that was developing under the Federalists.
   Regarding the division between the Democratic-Republican and Federalist parties that developed over the years, Jefferson wrote in 1825 to William Short that the people were the most trustworthy to hold power-
 “the latter (party) fear the people, and wish to transfer all power to the higher classes of society.  the former consider the people as the safest depository of power, in the ultimate, they cherish them therefore, and wish to leave in them all the powers (Jefferson.T, 1825). 
    As well as small government, Jefferson also favoured the life of agriculture over industrialisation and manufacture. In a letter to John Jay in 1785, he expresses his ideal of the yeoman farmer, saying- 
“Cultivators of the earth are the most valuable citizens. They are the most vigorous, the most independent, the most virtuous, & they are tied to their country & wedded to its liberty & interests by the most lasting bonds.” (Jefferson.T, 1785).
 His belief in self-determination and the right to have productive land as the antithesis of tyranny was confirmed when he saw, in Europe, the lives of the ordinary man separated from land and made to work for industry. He says in ‘Notes on the State of Virginia’ in 1785-
“ It is the mark set on those, who… for their subsistence, depend for it on the casualties and caprice of customers.  Dependence begets subservience and venality, suffocates the germ of virtue,…. While we have land to labour then, let us never wish to see our citizens occupied at a work-bench, ….. for the general operations of manufacture, let our work-shops remain in Europe. (Jefferson.T, 1785) 
  Jefferson had experience of a distant power preventing the acquisition of land in his own State when he was 20. The hungry Tobacco crop, on which fortunes were being built, required constant expansion. In 1763, England prohibited westward expansion and the Virginian House of Burgesses led the way in resisting British control over their affairs (Britannica.com, 2021). The following year, because of this resistance, the House was dissolved by the Royal Governor, to be reinstated as two years later after the signing of the Declaration of Independence, written by Jefferson himself (Encyclopedia Virginia, 2021). This activism for Jefferson confirmed the power of local government, expressing the needs of the local population, and expressed his distrust of remote and elite government, who had no fear for their position of power being challenged. He saw the relationship between the governed and those they elect as a dynamic one, where there is a consent to be governed. In the Declaration of Independence he states-
“That whenever…. Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, ….  it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.” (National Archives, 2021.)
  If we look at Jefferson’s political ideals in the context of his life, we can see some reasons why he thought the way he did.
  He was born in 1743 in the State of Virginia where his family owned a 7,000-acre farm in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Thomas was close to his Father, who was a self-made Surveyor, and they spent lots of time exploring the ‘wilderness’ around the estate (Burns.K, 1997).  Jefferson’s’ childhood had left him with an “emotional response to the natural landscape” - the freedom and simplicity of this life, as well as his identification with the pioneers and explorers of the Virginian frontier “set him on the road to the democratic ethic of his mature years” (Peterson.M.D,1970). He often wrote about the yeoman farmer, the plain man, as being virtuous and hardworking. He wanted to create the conditions that favoured this simple and hardworking life, instead of the harsh reality he saw when touring Europe at the dawn of the industrial revolution, when he was the US minister for France. He detested the remote and authoritarian government he grew up with, under colonialism. He had experienced a King who had no fear of losing power and failed to hear the complaints of those who lived under his tyranny.

   When Jefferson was 14 his Father died suddenly. As the eldest son, he was to take over the management of the family estate. He was already in boarded education 9 months of the year, and his Father had left instruction for this to continue. Inevitably Jefferson looked to his teachers for advice.  He was taught by Professor William Small, who studied and hailed from Scotland and bought the latest Enlightenment thinking to educating this studious young man, and to the discussions at the dining table of Governor Francis Fauquier, where the Professor and Jefferson were invited to attend (Onuf.P, 2021). For an intellectually hungry man, this was a wonderful education in the most modern ethics and politics of the day. Jefferson then studied Law under George Wythe, and practiced law on the circuit of the Colonial Court, which enabled him to journey across Virginia. He witnessed Law in action and saw the lives of the people all over the State. He could see how the legal system applied to real life, and as a lawyer, the importance of how documents are phrased and understood (Onuf.P, 2021).

The combination of this education, his early years exploring the wilderness with his self-made surveyor Father, and the vivid need for political change, led to a revolutionary thinker with exceptional ability to speak for the anti-colonial movement of the time.
   The revolution was an intellectual event as well as a political one. It was ground-breaking for philosophical thought and political action to be so closely joined. It led to a potential “..  wilderness of political, religious and moral experiments..” (Schneider.H.W, 1943).  As such, Jefferson never intended to create an entire system of government, he was rather creating a theoretical framework, where” the future would disclose the full range of associations”. (Peterson.M.D,1970). He wrote to James Madison in 1789 that-
 “it may be proved that no society can make a perpetual constitution, or even a perpetual law. The earth belongs always to the living generation. They may manage it then, and what proceeds from it, as they please, during their usufruct. They are masters too of their own persons, and consequently may govern them as they please.” (Jefferson. T, 1789) 
   He believed in religious freedom, having shed his inherited Anglican faith and adopting a deistic natural religion. He believed Christianity was unreasonable in the face of Newtonian cosmology. Morality did not need a divine sanction, and Jefferson’s God exemplified workmanship and design, and the laws of nature were enough to explain the duties of man (Peterson.M.D, 1970) (p51). His Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom was adopted by The General Assembly in 1786 (Encyclopedia Virginia, 2021).
[bookmark: _Hlk66285779]   He was a proponent for education, and as Governor of Virginia, put a Bill forward regarding the establishment of schools which would provide education for those, regardless of wealth, who “nature hath endowed with genius and virtue” and founded the University of Virginia when in his 70’s.
 Conclusion.
   To understand why Jefferson favoured a democratic system we need to understand his desire to create what he saw as the ideal conditions for a man to live his best life. He had many contradictions, particularly regarding all being equal except slaves and women, but he accepted that he could not predict and cater for what was ahead. He could help create a government system that favoured his ideal agricultural life and remain small and locally responsive. If those governing go off course, the people will put them right- with violence if necessary. He died on the 50th anniversary of the Declaration, after a retirement at his beloved Monticello estate.
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