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Glossary of Terms:
· Building Safety Act 2022: BSR
· Construction Design Management Regulations: CDM
· Health and Safety Executive: HSE
· Personal Protective Equipment: PPE
[bookmark: _Toc198211442]Building Safety Act 2022 (BSR) [[footnoteRef:1]] [1:  Building Safety Act 2022] 

The Building Safety Act 2022 introduces significant regulatory changes concerning safety-critical products and enforcement mechanisms within the construction industry. This legislation aims to ensure higher standards and accountability for those involved in activities related to these products. The Act empowers relevant authorities to impose requirements on individuals and entities, even in the absence of immediate non-compliance, if a product is deemed to pose a risk of death or serious injury. To ensure compliance to safety standards, the Act grants relevant authorities extensive powers. These include the ability to issue notices requiring warnings about product risks, mandate specific product markings, and even suspend or prohibit the marketing and supply of products. Furthermore, authorities can demand the withdrawal or recall of products already in the market. Such measures underscore the proactive stance of the legislation in mitigating potential hazards associated with construction products.
The Act also addresses enforcement, outlining provisions for monitoring compliance, investigating suspected non-compliance, and imposing sanctions for violations. These sanctions extend not only to non-compliance but also to obstruction, failure to cooperate, and the provision of false information. To facilitate effective enforcement, relevant authorities are empowered to conduct market surveillance, perform test purchases, and enter premises for inspection, search, and seizure of products or evidence. Moreover, the Act allows relevant authorities to accept undertakings related to compliance, providing an alternative to traditional enforcement actions. It also includes provisions for criminal offenses, prosecution by relevant authorities, and the imposition of civil sanctions, including fines, further emphasizing the seriousness with which the Act addresses non-compliance.
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The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) Regulations 2002 stand as a cornerstone of health and safety legislation in the United Kingdom, meticulously designed to shield individuals from the inherent risks associated with hazardous substances encountered in the workplace. These regulations impose a comprehensive and far-reaching set of duties upon employers, compelling them to undertake thorough risk assessments, implement robust control measures, and furnish adequate information, instruction, and training to all employees who may be exposed to such substances during the course of their work. COSHH's overarching and paramount objective is to either prevent altogether or, when prevention proves not reasonably practicable, to adequately control exposure to substances that possess the potential to inflict harm upon human health, irrespective of the route of entry, whether through inhalation, skin absorption, ingestion, or any other means by which these substances may gain access to the body. In the specific context of high-rise residential projects, COSHH assumes a position of heightened significance, owing to the extensive and multifaceted use of hazardous substances throughout both the initial construction phase and the subsequent ongoing maintenance operations. These projects inherently involve a diverse and complex range of materials and construction processes, which can, in turn, expose workers and, potentially, future residents to a wide spectrum of health hazards. 
Among the most commonly encountered hazardous substances in the realm of high-rise construction are asbestos, silica, lead, a variety of solvents, paints, adhesives, welding fumes, and biological agents, with Legionella bacteria being a notable example. The regulations explicitly necessitate that a suitable and sufficiently comprehensive risk assessment be conducted prior to the commencement of any work that carries the potential to expose employees to hazardous substances. This assessment must meticulously evaluate the potential risks to the health of those employees and, critically, identify the precise steps that are necessary to ensure full compliance with the regulatory requirements. The risk assessment process is not merely a formality but rather a structured and rigorous undertaking that entails several critical considerations, including the identification of hazardous properties, where the assessment must identify the inherent hazardous properties of each and every substance used, encompassing its potential to cause harm, its toxicity level, and the various routes of entry it may take into the human body. Information sourced from suppliers, such as safety data sheets, must be carefully and thoroughly reviewed to gain a complete understanding of the specific hazards associated with each and every substance. The process also requires evaluation of exposure levels, necessitating the assessment to determine the level, type, and duration of exposure to each substance, taking into account the concentration of the substance in the air, the frequency and duration of exposure events, and the total number of employees who could potentially be affected. Consideration of work circumstances is also required, meaning the assessment must comprehensively take into account the specific circumstances of the work being undertaken, including the quantity of the substance involved, the precise activities being performed, and the potential for exposure during routine maintenance or other non-standard tasks.
The process must also assess combined exposures, as in situations where workers are subjected to exposure from multiple hazardous substances, the assessment must rigorously evaluate the combined risks presented by these substances acting in combination, a particularly important consideration in high-rise construction where workers may face a complex mixture of dusts, fumes, and vapours. Lastly, the process needs to review health surveillance and monitoring data, meaning the assessment must consider the results of any relevant health surveillance programs or exposure monitoring initiatives that have been conducted, as this data can provide valuable insights into the efficacy of existing control measures and identify areas in need of improvement. COSHH mandates the prevention or adequate control of exposure to hazardous substances, a principle that dictates employers must, whenever reasonably practicable, prevent exposure to hazardous substances altogether, through various means, such as substituting hazardous substances with safer alternatives or modifying processes to eliminate exposure risks. When prevention is not reasonably practicable, employers are obligated to implement robust control measures to reduce exposure to acceptable levels, ensuring that these measures are appropriate for the activity and fully consistent with the risk assessment. 
COSHH establishes a clear hierarchy of control measures, prioritizing the most effective and reliable methods for minimizing exposure, starting with engineering controls, involving the design and use of appropriate work processes, systems, and equipment to minimize the release of hazardous substances, then control of exposure at source, focusing on controlling exposure at the point where the hazardous substance is released, and only then, as a last resort, the use of personal protective equipment (PPE), ensuring it is suitable, properly fitted, and regularly maintained. Effective ventilation systems become crucial in this context, especially for dust and fumes from cutting, grinding, and welding, and local exhaust ventilation should be deployed to capture pollutants at the source. Furthermore, COSHH emphasizes providing employees with comprehensive information, instruction, and training, including details of substances, workplace exposure limits, and access to safety data sheets, alongside training on precautions and actions. Warning signs and clear labeling are essential, and effective accident management procedures must be in place. In conclusion, COSHH is vital in ensuring the health and safety of workers and residents in high-rise projects, by requiring risk assessments, control measures, and training, minimizing exposure to hazards and promoting a culture of safety and responsibility.
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The Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2015 (CDM 2015) significantly impact all parties involved in construction projects by assigning specific duties and responsibilities to ensure health and safety. These regulations, overseen by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE), aim to improve planning and management from project inception to completion. Consequently, understanding the roles and responsibilities outlined in CDM 2015 is crucial for effective project execution and risk mitigation.
CDM 2015 delineates responsibilities for various dutyholders. Commercial clients bear the ultimate responsibility for ensuring projects are carried out safely and in compliance with regulations (HSE, "Commercial clients"). Designers are tasked with eliminating or reducing foreseeable risks during the design phase, while principal designers coordinate health and safety aspects during the pre-construction phase (HSE, "Designers," "Principal designers"). Principal contractors are responsible for planning, managing, and monitoring construction work to ensure safety, and contractors must comply with the principal contractor's plan and cooperate to maintain a safe working environment (HSE, "Principal contractors," "Contractors"). Finally, construction workers themselves have a duty to cooperate with their employers and report any safety concerns (HSE, "Construction workers").
Domestic clients, while subject to CDM 2015, have their duties transferred to the contractor or principal contractor. This ensures that even smaller projects involving homeowners adhere to safety standards. The regulations also mandate project notification to the HSE via an F10 form when projects exceed certain thresholds, allowing for oversight and enforcement.
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	Activity to be Assessed
	Assessment Number

	Working at Height
	DKW020616

	Persons undertaking or affected by the activity

	

	
	· 
	Employees
	
	Contractor
	
	Public
	
	Pupil
	
	Service User

	

	
	
	Other …………………………………………………………………………………………….

	Identified Hazards and Associated Risks
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Risk Level

	1
	Falling from height
	2
	5
	10

	2
	Dropping tools from height
	3
	3
	9

	3
	Random debris falling from height
	2
	3 
	6

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	Control Measures Required

	1
	Ensuring proper PPE is worn to protect against falling tools, tools must be properly stored and accounted for when at work.

	2
	Proper safety features must be in place when working at height, ensure all scaffolding is secure and up to modern safety standards.

	3
	Ensure work is done efficiently and of high quality, all waste material must be properly disposed of to avoid potential bodily harm or ingesting potentially hazardous substances.

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	

	Reassessment of Activity Hazards 
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Risk Level

	1
	Falling from height
	1
	4
	4

	2
	Dropping tools from height
	1
	3
	3

	3
	Random debris falling from height
	2
	2
	4

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	Name  
Position:  Senior Health and safety officer
	Signed:


	   Date of Completion: 
29/04/2025

	Reviews
	Key
	

	Review Date: 
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Severity of Injury
	5
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25

	Reviewed by: 
	1   very unlikely
2   unlikely
3   likely
4   very likely
5   certainty
	1   nuisance
2   minor
3   medical treatment
4   major
5   fatal
	
	4
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	Review Date :
	
	
	
	3
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	Reviewed by:
	
	
	
	2
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	Review Date :
	
	
	
	1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Reviewed by:
	
	
	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Review Date :
	
	
	
	Likelihood of Injury

	Reviewed by:
	
	
	
	Low Risk
	
	Medium Risk
	
	High Risk


Risk Assessment
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