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It’s important to take into consideration as part of this research the “fatal five” these are 5 factors that contribute to the majority of incidents on UK roads resulting in death or serious injury. These 5 factors are: Using a mobile phone while driving, driving under the influence of drink or drugs, not wearing a seatbelt while driving, driving without due care and attention and speeding (Harbeck, 2018). There were approximately 1,695 deaths in 2022 on UK roads and around 28,101 people seriously injured and those suffering minor injuries 106,206 (Transport, 2023), whilst these are a reduction on 2019 statistics, the role of the Covid Pandemic needs to be factored in when looking at why there is a reduction. 
	On the 5th of February 2022 in the Gwent Police force area, 2 children were killed when the car they were traveling in was hit by a driver, who was highly intoxicated and found to have drink and drugs in his system. NEWMAN who was the driver of the vehicle was also found to be using his mobile phone with 37 calls made during his commute home from Leicester. The driver of the vehicle had previously been convicted of drink driving, however decisions made by NEWMAN that day would indicate that he had a blatant disregard to road traffic laws and for the safety of other road users (BBC News, 2022). The National Travel Survey 2019, suggests that 28% of motorists do not believe they would be caught should they break most road traffic laws, in particular 76% of motorist surveyed the laws on using mobile phones were not properly enforced, with 63% of motorist believing that the laws in regards to impaired driving through drink and drugs were not being enforced effectively (RAC, 2019). In the Royal Automobile Club (RAC) report for motoring 2023 survey of motorists admitting to using their mobile phone whilst driving has increased with 12% of those surveyed saying they “do it all the time” (RAC , 2023).  Of the surveyed motorists 49% of 17 – 24 admitted to using their mobile phone whilst driving with 30% of this age demographic admitting to engaging in video calls whilst behind the wheel (RAC , 2023), however this age demographic is far less likely to consume alcohol and drive, with 28% saying they would only consume non-alcoholic beverages (RAC , 2023).
	There is no doubt about the dangers of using a mobile phone whilst driving such as the inability to identify potential hazards (Gemma F. Briggs, 2016),  with phone use such as sending messages ‘texting’ are linked to a higher risk of being involved in a road traffic collision (Sarah M. Simmons, 2016), this has resulted in the use of a handheld device that can send or receive data such as a mobile phone and tablet being illegal in the UK, meaning you can no longer hold any such device in your hand. Doing so can result in 6 point endorsement of your driving license, a £200 fine, however this fine could increase up to £1,000 and a ban from driving depending on the severity of the incident (Gov.uk, 2023). However as detailed already this does not act a deterrent when you consider the responses captured in the RAC motoring report 2023 (RAC , 2023). Dr Wells of Keele University conducted research in regards to the possibilities of alternatives to the prosecution of drivers using mobile devices (Helen Wells, 2022). This study recognises the importance police officer discretion can play in the education of motorists at the roadside, by allowing officers to access the situation and take the best course of action they deem to be appropriate. (Helen Wells, 2022). Whilst drivers contested the dangerousness of their actions, others identified the impact their phone usage had on their ability to drive safely (Helen Wells, 2022). Wells concluded that whilst the course maybe a meaningful way of educating motorists in regards to the dangers of mobile phone use, however this would not be an option, with the UK governments current approach and stance on punitive measures. Wells also alludes to the current approach coupled with the reduction in roads policing capabilities makes the approach ineffective (Helen Wells, 2022). 
	In the UK new drivers (under 2 years) have stricter rules placed upon them under the Road Traffic (New Drivers) Act 1995, if a new driver receives 6 or more penalty points their license will be revoked (Gov.Uk, 2023). Around 29% of 17- 19 year olds in the UK hold a full driving license (S Helman, 2022).  As previously discussed, the penalty points for using a mobile device whilst driving is 6 points (Gov.uk, 2023). When research by (V. Truelove, 2021) is examined it shows that a cross section of 503 young drivers aged 17 -24 were surveyed; 63% of participants underestimated the fine and 37% of participants underestimated the points endorsements associated with using a mobile phone whilst driving. These results suggest that young drivers need more education in regards to the punitive measure and therefore this would act as a better deterrent (V. Truelove, 2021).
	Prior to 2013 the UK had seen decades of decline in road related fatalities, before it began to level out.  In 2015 – 2018 there was on average 1,610 deaths on UK roads, these numbers corresponded with a cut on roads policing funding by forces across England and Wales of 34% (£120 million) (HMICFRS, 2020). The report acknowledges that there has been a decline for some time with less enforcement of drink driving offences and motorists not wearing seatbelts, even with the increase in deaths attributed to these offences (HMICFRS, 2020). The report identified that only 19 of the 43 forces considered roads policing, or road safety listed as a priority. This is evident in the number of fix penalty notices issued across England and Wales in 2011 around 160,000 fix penalty notices were issued for mobile phone use whilst driving. This has declined drastically year on year to just below 40,000 in 2018 (HMICFRS, 2020). The decline in roads policing units across forces in England and Wales may have direct links to the public’s perception that certain traffic law violations are not policed effectively. Also due to a lack of a visual deterrent or the experience of being stopped by officers could be why 28% of motorist believe they would not get caught should they break most traffic laws (RAC, 2019).
	It is important to take into account the understanding of police officers in regards to Roads Policing and examine the training they receive both in the initial stages of training including PEQF students and then on going upskilling or in role learning. All officers who work on the roads need to complete the introduction to roads policing or for PEQF students Policing the Roads learning (College of Policing , 2021). Later in the research I will look to explore officers experience in regards to their roads policing training either through the PEQF program or its predecessor the Initial Police Learning Development Programme (IPLDP) through a quantitative study.
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