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· Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to your experience in school showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.

· Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
· Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
· Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.
                                                                                                     (Donaldson 2015:68)
Good teaching and learning can take a variety of forms within both the classroom and within life and the role the teacher adopts in the learning environment as a professional can ensure effective practice and education. Within Wales the educational climate is fast developing with the advice of Successful Futures and introduction of the new curriculum for Wales what we define as good teaching and learning is ever evolving, its hoped for the better. It is stated in the foundation phase framework that its general ethos and approaches to education are supported by the ideas proposed by Successful Futures which it predicts will apprise the developments within the curriculum in the future (Foundation Phase Framework,2015). It further suggests that the envisaged changes implied by Successful Futures will take years to deliver and develop appropriately due to their scale and wide scope (foundation phase framework,). Now with the publication and eventual implementation of the new Curriculum for Wales following Successful Futures, educators are in a place to begin the comparison and merger of the relevant aspects of the major reports and documents in relation to the Welsh curriculum to find what we define to be good teaching and learning and what the role of the teacher encompasses. A pedagogical principle is a statement that outlines how to achieve or what is expected of a certain method of teaching. They are based on theory and the science of education and often deal with the practice of teaching sometimes setting guidelines to follow or standards for professionals to aim for or achieve. (need a reference)
The three specific pedagogic principles that will be focused on here are very true of the foundation phase philosophy and suggest or reinforce the idea that the new curriculum for wales has and will continue to be modelled around the idea of the foundation phase set up with more freedom for creativity and play emphasized across the whole of schooling rather than stopping at age seven. Within this reflective essay I aim to explore the three specific pedagogic principles above outlined in successful futures, with regards to their strengths and their areas for development as well as how they affect the teacher’s role in relation to evidence, theorist’s opinions and my own personal experiences. 
The Foundation phase framework is a statutory part of the curriculum in Wales for three to seven year olds, its philosophy is designed to provide an inclusive education where children are able to work at their individual paces and stages of development, there is large emphasis also on learning through play within the framework as well as on the use of prior knowledge to fully develop and improve skills over time (Waunfawr Primary School, 2020). During this phase its encouraged that children have a broad range of experiences including the exploration of the outdoors and their individual self’s, these first hand experiences are vital to the development of children and help to provoke their natural curiosity, independence and confidence (Waunfawr Primary School, 2020). Learning through play is advocated by the foundation phase framework and is championed and largely supported by many theorists such as Piaget, Vygotsky and Montessori (Crys.net, 2020). 
The first pedagogic principle I will be focusing on states that
“Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching” (Donaldson,2015;65).
This principle is very relevant to the teaching of the foundation phase because it reinforces its philosophy that children need to develop as individuals with their own stages at their own paces, this requires varied methods of teaching in order to ensure differentiation and the inclusion of all during tasks, activities and teaching (Waunfawr Primary School, 2020).  With the introduction of the new curriculum it is important that while new ideas and approaches are embraced that traditional and effective practice is not lost or replaced, rather a blend is created to provide effective practice that encapsulates a varied repertoire of experiences that reflect the purposes outlined in the curriculum (Donaldson,2015).  As proposed by the likes of Hattie, direct teaching is effective when it encompasses aspects such as modeling and constructive and insightful feedback, it also requires the active engagement of the teacher through the form of scaffolding allowing learners independent application of their knowledge and skills in all settings, both familiar and unfamiliar (Donaldson,2015). Learning through play is vital for children during the foundation phase and it seems maybe in education generally, play allows the practice of what is being learnt in everyday life and enables children to make links and connections cross curricularly, deepening their understanding and improving the quality of their learning (Madray. A, Catalano. A, 2010). This idea is supported by the Montessori theory, children need their independence and an appropriate environment as well as the correction of the teacher however, Montessori believed that the role of the teacher was more to follow and observe the child while only correcting them where necessary (Daily Montessori, 2019). From my own experiences from teaching and observing whilst on PTE I feel that good teaching and learning especially within the foundation phase requires the teacher to take on a variety of rolls, direct teaching proves effective for introductions to lessons and topics whereas enhanced provisions and varied levels of teacher support are more effective for the differentiated stages of the children as well as this it is vital that children have the opportunity to explore their own learning through play and continuous provisions allowing the teacher to observe their understanding and learning in practice. To practice and ensure good teaching and learning teachers need to adopt a series of roles and provide a variety of environments and situations for children to learn within and to engage with (Cox. J, 2020). 
Similarly, the third pedagogic principle also focuses on the foundation phase pedagogy with relation to strategies, techniques and cross-curricular approaches it states that 
 “Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience” (Donaldson,2015;68).
This principle reinforces the cross curricular approach to teaching and learning which is embedded in the ethos of the current Foundation phase framework as well as the new Curriculum for Wales, for teaching to have been completely effective learners need to be able to take their built up knowledge and skills and use them in a variety of both familiar and unfamiliar contexts allowing them to problem solve and apply their knowledge across contexts and subjects (Donaldson,2015). To practice good teaching and ensure good learning teachers need to ensure they cover a range of subjects within their planning and lessons, these are displayed in the areas of learning set out by the foundation phase framework. There are seven areas of learning which are;
· Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity.
· Language, Literacy and Communication Skills.
· Mathematical Development.
· Welsh Language Development.
· Knowledge and Understanding of the World.
· Physical Development.
· Creative Development.
(Foundation Phase Framework, 2015).
These areas cover subjects within their own right but can also interlink with each other within teaching, lessons and activities, there should be a certain unity between the areas they shouldn’t necessarily be developed in isolation there needs to be the creation of strong connections within and between the areas to ensure the reinforcement and improvement of learning and development within learners (Donaldson, 2015). The new Curriculum for wales aims to build on the idea of a cross curricular approach to teaching and learning, it intends an even more integrated approach to learning with the adapted six areas of learning which are; 
· Expressive Arts Area of Learning and Experience.
· Health and Well-being Area of Learning and Experience.
· Humanities Area of Learning and Experience.
· Languages, Literacy and Communication Area of Learning and Experience.
· Mathematics and Numeracy Area of Learning and Experience.
· Science and Technology Area of Learning and Experience.
              (Curriculum Guidance for Wales, 2020)
These Areas of learning and experience are designed to encourage meaningful links across disciplines and to bring together similar and well recognized disciplines, the Curriculum will aim to encourage cross-disciplinary teaching, planning and learning and to promote collaboration across the areas. It’s hoped that when done effectively this cross-curricular and integrated approach will allow learners to make and build upon connections across their learning, enabling the combination of skills, experiences and knowledge by the individuals (Curriculum Guidance for Wales, 2020). Essential to intellectually and morally good education is creativity and connection making, children need this to prepare them for the perils of the modern world and the new challenges that are arising within 21st century living for example global warming and the ever growing use of technology (Barnes. J, 2015). From my own experience of teaching and observing during my PTE I found that the majority of lessons within the foundation phase especially have a cross curricular link for example within the year 1-2 class I was placed in their theme for the half term was Rainforests and this became applicable to all lessons. When focusing on their knowledge and understanding of the world the children learnt about the animals that live within the rainforest to consolidate this information the class went on a trip to Plantasia to experience the animals and their habitat, they then created their own rainforest animals which allowed for their creative development. A further example would be the use of rainforest animals to practice spellings developing language, literacy and communication as well as using the animals to practice using money to buy and sell items improving their mathematical development. 
The second principle and the final one I will be looking at states that;
“Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest”
(Donaldson,2015;67).
This principle focuses on the role the teacher takes on in the planning of all aspects of learning within the school year, in order for tasks to be meaningful they must be planned with the curriculum as well as specific elements of the areas of learning in mind, they must also make appropriate use of a varied range of resources and spaces to ensure effective teaching and learning takes place and thus knowledge and skills are properly developed and successfully sustained.  To ensure progression it is vital that practitioners make sure their planning builds upon the previous knowledge the children possess and the varying levels of this as well as including appropriate resources and tasks that will engage the learner’s interests and keep them focused (Donaldson,2015). All children are different and start their education with different ranges of experiences and interests meaning that they need a unique and tailored learning experience as much as possible to ensure their personal and individual development, within a classroom there are a varied range of differing needs that require advanced planning and suitable as well as careful levels of differentiation (Donaldson,2015). However, there shouldn’t be a separation of children and although differentiated their groupings should be as varied as possible to avoid the separation or isolation of certain pupils for perhaps superficial reasons, while the new curriculum will give teachers a certain level of freedom to provide the experiences required for their specific class the progression steps outlined within Successful Futures provide practitioners with the context needed to identify appropriate learning and teaching approaches that clearly build step by step to match the differing needs of all learners (Donaldson,2015). Essential to good teaching and learning for this specific principle is pupil voice, this allows teachers to identify what interests their pupils and helps to engage them in their learning due to the tailoring it provides as well as because of their involvement within the planning process which also aids the development of their social and personal skills (Estyn, 2016). Pupil voice can improve the quality of teaching and learning and can aid the completion of mid-term planning, it also allows the school as a whole to identify its priorities with regards to learning, experiences and well-being and helps the children to further developed their listening skills and self-esteem and confidence (Estyn, 2016). From my own experiences through teaching and learning whilst on PTE I found that many teachers use themes to engage their pupils and to aid the application of their learning into their daily life’s, themes can provide a common link for all children especially those who lack varied experiences allowing them to develop and consolidate their knowledge and ensuring every child can have an authentic experience to a degree. I also witnessed that while all teachers completed detailed daily planning and mid-term planning in advance of their lessons that they have to be prepared to be flexible due to the volatility of the classroom environment meaning practitioners have to be prepared and have planned for many ways of delivering one lesson to ensure children are able to meet and achieve their learning objectives despite obstacles that may occur.
While education in Wales prepares to undergo and begins to adjust to the changes ahead following the publication of Successful Futures and more recently the new Curriculum for Wales its evident that practitioners will face some challenges during the process of implementation, it is suggested by Wales online that some of these may be 
1.Timescale
2. Communication
3. Media
4. Curriculum overload
5. Funding
6. Commitment
7. Teacher training
8. All school’s involvement 
9. Qualifications
(Evans. G, 2015).
It appears it was very likely for Wales’ curriculum reform to take longer than was initially planned due to the sheer size of the changes being implemented and the planning and communication that that entails however, it is also clearly more important to ensure the organic evolution of the curriculum with teachers being given the opportunity and time to develop and learn from their early mistakes than conforming to a specific timescale (Evans. G, 2015). It is vital to the success of the new curriculum that everyone is on board including teachers, parents and careers. It will be crucial that every school in Wales follows the new arrangements being implemented, if all schools conform then monitoring progress and solving problems within specific schools will be easier (Evans. G, 2015). Teachers already have to put too much of their energy and time into ensuring they cover all aspects of a complicated curriculum, the aim for the new curriculum should be to simplify this and not increase the problem (Evans. G, 2015). Full curriculum reform requires a variety of resources and individuals that aren’t cheap to fund if the implementation is to be successful the Welsh Government will have to be prepared to invest a lot of time and money while policymakers must also be prepared to completely commit to the process of its implementation (Evans. G, 2015). There is a large emphasis on the development of the new curriculum being teacher lead, providing teachers with the freedom to design and create a tailored curriculum however, to do this teachers will need the right training and guidance to ensure they are experts in what and how they are teaching (Evans. G, 2015). While the new curriculum is intended to give teachers more freedom in their practice allowing them to adapt topics to their specific class we have to ensure that the education provided within schools prepares children for testing and examinations for the completion of qualifications such as GCSE’s and A-levels, policymakers will need to work with exam boards to create a new more free curriculum that is appropriately synced to qualifications ensuring children in Wales are as qualified and as employable as children from anywhere else in the UK (Evans. G, 2015). It seems clear that while we have the opportunity to model the new curriculum on the changes in other countries such as Scotland’s education we can also learn for their mistakes with regards to curriculum development and especially widespread implementation as well it is implied and recommended that preventing and resolving these challenges early on could largely benefit teachers and learners and perhaps make the implementation and experimentation process run more smoothly and successfully (Evans. G, 2015).
After considering the three specific pedagogic principles outlined above and throughout this report and discussing them in relation to their strengths, areas for development and my own experiences of their implementation I can conclude that the recommendations made within Successful Futures are both effective and prominent within education (Welsh Government, 2019). It is suggested by Tina Bruce that a holistic approach to teaching and learning is important as is play to the successful development of children, hence it is also vital to provide children with a blend of teaching approaches without a specific focus on one method or strategy, learners require variety (CRAM, 2014). Learners need to be able to apply their knowledge in a variety of contexts, Maria Montessori and Janet Moyles imply this can be provided by play and can help to aid confidence and independence within specific skill areas, it is also evident that a cross-curricular approach to teaching and learning and help to provide this also (David. L, 2016). Children need to learn the links between subjects and topics, their learning should be connected rather than isolated because in life topic areas aren’t separated entirely, learners need to be provided with the opportunities to and encouraged to make the links between topics in a variety of ways relevant to them (Donaldson,2015). It is stated by Loris Malaguzzi that children are powerful and capable in the construction of their own knowledge, to allow for this to be apparent teachers need to provide the suitable resources and environments for children to explore their skills and knowledge, as implied by the Reggio Emilia approach to teaching and learning children will take charge of their own learning if given the appropriate utensils to do so, teachers need to scaffold the pupils learning to ensure they have everything required to develop themselves into capable learners (The Compass School, 2017). It is evident that the Foundation Phase Framework has somewhat achieved these three principles to an extent and has allowed the improvement of classroom well-being, attainment, attendance and pupils involvement in their own learning while doing so, it is hoped that the new curriculum for Wales will allow the continuation of these improvements beyond the Foundation phase due to the features the new curriculum has that have been modeled on the Foundation phase Framework for example the increased amount of freedom for practitioners. It is perceived that the likeness of the new Curriculum to the current Foundation Phase Framework could aid the improvement of education in wales as a whole having further positive impacts on teachers, parents, children and the wider community if its success are mirrored (Taylor. C, Rhys. M and Waldron. S). From witnessing and experiencing the practice of these principles and from practicing them myself during my PTE, I feel it would benefit me as a professional to aim to achieve the 12 pedagogical principles outlined by Successful Futures, this could develop and improve my own attitude towards my pedagogy and practice and guide me in my achievement of good teaching and learning. 
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