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[bookmark: _Toc235727495]Research paper and Topic development
Brontë McDonald, Kathryn J. Lester and Daniel Michelson's research paper 'She Didn't Know How to Go Back: School Attendance Problems in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic' from the British Journal of Educational Psychology (2023) was selected for this report. In this study, we will investigate the factors that contribute to school attendance problems among children in primary schools after the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic and strategies for enhancing school attendance through collaborations among parents, school, and community. This research is based on primary school children suffering from SAPs and their parents in Southern England and educators. The participants include headteachers, teachers, education psychologists, education mental health practitioners and Special Educational Needs Coordinators (SENCOs).

[bookmark: _Toc235727496]Explore the purpose and Research Question
In this section, the purpose and research question will be discussed. The main objective of this study is to investigate the factors that can contribute to School Attendance Problems (SAPs) in Primary school children after COVID-19 and ways to assist both the child and the family. The study aimed at investigating the perspectives of parents and professionals working in the field of education regarding their experience of attendance problems of children from their viewpoint. The study answered the following research questions: 
(1) Which factors are associated with school attendance problems during and after the COVID-19 pandemic? 
(2) Types of supports that are present formally and informally, and their effectiveness. 
(3) Interventions and implementation strategies to address the needs of children having attendance problems?
[bookmark: _Toc235727497]Identifying Research Methods
Research methodology involves the exact method that a researcher uses to conduct the analysis of data collected to get answers to the research questions. The research methodologies depend on the purpose of the research and the kind of information that is needed from the research. There are three main research methodologies namely; quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods research methodologies. Each of these methodologies has strengths and weaknesses.

Quantitative research refers to a research methodology that entails gathering numeric data or data that is quantifiable in nature. Quantifiable data is data that can be measured and analyzed numerically (Creswell and Creswell, 2018). The method is often used in testing hypotheses, measuring the relationship between variables, and discovering patterns in populations. Data for quantitative research is often collected through means such as structured questionnaires, survey questions that have closed-ended options, experiments, and existing statistical data. Findings from quantitative research are presented using tables, graphs, percentages and statistics.
Qualitative research on the other hand focuses on people's experiences, views, perceptions and beliefs and does not quantify data (Bryman, 2016). It seeks to explore the thought processes and behavior of the individual and provides an in-depth understanding of the real situations. Commonly used techniques by qualitative researchers in gathering data include interviews, focus groups, observations and open-ended questionnaires. The technique is applicable in the field of health and social care as it gives researchers insight into the experience of the patient, service user, family and professional concerning the care given. Mixed method research involves both quantitative and qualitative research methods in the process of gathering data (Creswell and Creswell, 2018). Quantitative data together with descriptive data is gathered to provide comprehensive data on the subject matter.
In the selected research paper, a qualitative research design has been applied. The aim of the researchers in this case is to be able to get an understanding of the experiences and the point of view of parents and educational professionals regarding the attendance of primary school children amid the coronavirus pandemic. No quantitative figures have been measured nor were comparisons made between any statistical findings, and instead, the reasons behind the challenge of re-entry, the challenges faced by the children in returning to school, and the forms of assistance that were seen to be effective were considered.
The study was carried out through sequential qualitative research design consisting of two stages. In the first phase, parents and education practitioners were asked to answer qualitative surveys where essay questions were asked. These surveys sought to examine the problem of attendance at school both before and after COVID-19, the help received, and suggestions for future assistance. Many open-ended questions were asked in order to get such type of answers rather than a set of answers.
Phase Two was formulated from the outcome of the surveys, where semi-structured interviews were carried out on a smaller group of participants. Semi-structured interviews were done by way of an interview guide whereby the interviewer could ask other questions based on the answers given by the participant. This technique enabled participants to give more details regarding their experiences and the researcher to explore the emerging issues from the survey phase. The research was done in two phases, which enabled the research to become more robust in quality by exploring the emerging themes from the first survey phase.
The research involved the use of primary data. However, secondary data was not utilized in the research. Primary data refer to the data gathered by the researchers themselves based on the research problem. (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2019). The methods of gathering data include interviewing, questionnaire surveys, observations, focus groups and other means. Primary data is very relevant since it is the data gathered for the specific purpose of the research. Secondary data is the data gathered by some other party not for the same research but for some other purpose.
In this research, participants were selected in the southern parts of England. School attendance and engagement issues among primary school children were established, and therefore, education professionals such as headteachers, teachers, education psychologists, education mental health practitioners and Special Educational Needs Coordinators (SENCOs) were selected via education professionals’ networks, schools and local authorities. The 29 parents and 19 professionals took part in the qualitative survey in Phase One. Meanwhile, 10 parents and 12 professionals took part in the semi-structured interview in Phase Two. The inclusion of diverse participants in different professions and familial roles facilitated the achievement of different perspectives regarding the issue of school attendance issues.
Two types of qualitative methods were used for data collection, such as the open-ended survey and semi-structured interviews. Through the surveys, the respondents could narrate their personal experience without any restriction of choosing an answer from available choices. Each interview was held over telephone or Zoom and took up to 45-60 minutes on average, was recorded with the interviewee’s permission, then transcribed word-by-word and anonymized. The research was approved by a Research Ethics Committee based in the UK.
The data analysis then involved the application of Thematic Framework Analysis (TFA), which is a widely known method of qualitative data analysis (Gale et al., 2013). Interview transcripts and responses from the survey were repeatedly examined by researchers to familiarize themselves with the data. The technique of coding and sorting of data into themes was then adopted by researchers as well. Both deductive coding, based on research questions, and inductive coding, which helped in developing new themes, were applied. There were three major themes that researchers identified: reasons for school attendance problems, ways of dealing with school attendance problems and additional needs for help.
[bookmark: _Toc235727498]Conclusion 
The study carried out by McDonald, Lester and Michelson (2023) School Attendance Problems in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic – A Multiple Stakeholder Qualitative Study with Parents and Professionals has been summarized in the report below. The report started by describing the study topic and the impact of the current COVID-19 pandemic on school attendance problems of children. In addition, the report confirmed the purpose of the study which was to create awareness about the causes of school attendance problem, to assess the level of support available for children and their families and motivate measures for improving school attendance. Furthermore, the report explained the research methodology through explaining the different research methodologies, which included; quantitative research, qualitative research and mixed method research and then concluded with stating the methodology used in the research being qualitative research. In addition, the report described the collection of primary data using open-ended survey and semi-structured interviews and how the researchers analyzed their data using thematic framework analysis technique.
This assignment has helped me to improve my research literacy skills and understand research methodologies. I have gained knowledge about the objectives of the research study, understanding the differences between research approaches and understanding proper research data collection and analysis approaches. In addition to that, I have understood the significance of using proper research methodology for addressing research problems and providing sound evidence. The improvement in these skills will definitely help me to understand and evaluate the research literature better in the future, and that will benefit me in my academic life. In addition to that, these skills will help me in my future professional life in health and social care because evidence-based practice is an important aspect of decision-making and practice development.
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