ASSESMENT 1 - SOURCES

Brett Beauchamp
Detailed account of Alexander and Talestris
	Alexander and Talestris, both of mighty fame, are spoken of myth and legend during their encounter. Multiple writers have altering perspectives on the event; some believe that Talestris had malice intentions and others with lust. History of the Amazonians explain that they are savages and live in a society alienated by governing laws that many kingdoms follow. According to Quintus Curtius Rufus 6.5.32-2 she stayed 13 days near Alexander’s camp, during this fortnight it is argued how this was spent. 

	Alexander’s triumphs were widely known, and he wanted to continue this reign, pushing his forces further east. With his fame he thought himself a God. Conquering vacant and inhabited cities, he truly wanted to be a king of kings, as said in his introductions on letters shown in the Historia de Preliis. Many cities he conquered he either plundered or received tribute (luxuries (Mark, 2019), this leads me to believe that is what he wanted from the Amazonians, in parallel to the Historia de Preliis. 
	In text, Talestris visited Alexander and not the other way around. Before sending word to his camp I would not believe she brought enough offerings for Alexander, unless you believe her messenger was returning home between each letter for Talestris to provide “10 Colts and 10 white horses” (Historia de Preliis, pp.78). From explanation Talestris believed she was, and her people, of higher value and had her own purpose in mind for the encounter; that is why it would be hard to believe she sent tribute. 
	Talestris had heard word of Alexanders’ movements and had an escort by her side camping near Alexanders’ army. The first letter sent must have caught him off guard, but with the opportunity he would ask for tribute as king of kings (Historia de Preliis, pp.77). Talestris must have been nearby for her messenger to deliver the letters between them, and Talestris out of assumed respect sent a letter to Alexander asking for a meeting. Talestris is said to have been accompanied by 300 Amazonians but boldly descends from her horse to approach Alexander’s tent alone. This action shows her status and power, which might be a sole reason she gained an audience with the king because in explanation in Walter of Chatillon, the Amazonian women were dressed very provocatively and soldiers before modern era were believed to succumb to bodily desires. Talestris intentions however is debated, but for her to have heard word of Alexanders’ great victories, then to have travelled great distance to meet him it only makes sense that the explanation in Walter of Chatillon and Quintus Curtius Rufus stand, she wanted an offspring with the man sent down from the gods. Amazonian women mate with their menfolk once a year during the festival of Jupiter (Historia de Preliis, pp.78), so it is not against her people to seek men with intention of impregnation. Status such as Alexanders is only fitting for a woman like Talestris, but as spoken in Chatillon (1177. 142) Talestris was “Marvelled” or disappointed in Alexander’s stature. Believing that a person with the gifts given to them by their respective Gods must be Beautiful and of large physique. Quintus Curtius Rufus writes that Talestris then stayed 13 days and got what she sought, but it is never written again Alexander’s question of child. Given this, Talestris must not have returned home with her womb filled, but rather unsuccessful. In Walter of Chatillon (142) the question is raised that Talestris is concerned that after bearing the child of Alexanders’ he would likely claim heir, so most likely she took the gift of 13 days in camp and returned, as written on page 143. 
	The encounter between two myths and legends can be diluted down to just that, Myth and Legend. Encounters are debated between, but it is likely it never happened and was only recorded to show the glory Alexander wished to have. Publicity was often far fetched so the common folk could put their trust in the king. Personally, I like the letters between Alexander and Talestris as reported in Historia de Preliis, showing both of their status and power, not bowing down to one another but rather acting as if it were a game resulting in Alexander wanting to converse face to face with the Queen and all her people. Differences between the three sources Ruth had provided were intriguing, with every one of them having parts that I believed were closest to the truth. 
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