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Children and young people’s rights play a vital role in education, children having rights not just in everyday life but within education is essential for them to thrive and have access to the best possible outcomes. Children’s development is moulded by the opportunities, environments and relationships around them. When children are presented with a safe and supporting environment it guarantees safety for them to thrive. This assignment will explore the united nation convention on the rights of the child (UNCRC) and specific rights children are entitled to and understand how these rights are protected in practise. I will explore the principles embedded in practise, linking the rights with different theoretical perspectives, policies, legislations and case studies that demonstrate real life examples that reinforce the importance of children’s rights being implemented. 
The UN convention on the rights of the child is an important, legally binding agreement signed by 196 countries which outlines the fundamental rights of every child, regardless of their race, religion or abilities. (UNICEF UK, n.d.). the convention includes 54 articles that outline all areas of a child’s life and outline the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. The rights are applicable to every child; the convention empowers every child to claim them. Furthermore, it outlines how adults and governments are expected to work together to ensure all children can thrive off these rights. (UNICEF UK, n.d.).  In 2004, the Welsh Government formally adopted the UNCRC as the basis of policy making relating to children and young people. (Welsh Government, 2022). In 2011 the Welsh Government came to the decision to take further action making the UNCRC law in Wales. This is defined as the rights of children and young persons (Wales) Measure 2011. The measure has transformed the way the Welsh government works. This requires the Welsh minister to take into account children’s rights in everything they do. (Welsh government, 2015). 
Article 28 of the UNCRC states that children and young people hold the right to an education regardless of who they are: no matter of race, gender or disability; if they’re in detention, or if they’re a refugee. (Children and Young People Commissioner Scotland, n.d.). (save the children, 2025.), highlights that every child’s right to education that helps them develop their personality, talents, and abilities, and that prepares them for life in a free society (articles 28,29). 
Education is essential for social and cultural rights and contributes a vital role in reducing poverty and child labour. Moreover, education encourages democracy, peace, tolerance, development and economic growth. (UNICEF UK, n.d.). As suggested by (Gibb, 2015), it is emphasised that education is the engine of our economy, it is the foundation of our culture, and it’s an essential preparation for adult life. Education is essential to allow a wide range of other sustainable development goals (SDGs) to be accomplished. When others are in the position to get a high-quality education, they can move beyond the cycle of poverty. (United Nations, n.d.). However, according to (United Nations, n.d.) data suggests that, in 2019, only 58% of children achieved minimum reading proficiency, and just 44% reached minimum mathematics proficiency by the end of primary school. Between 2018 and 2022, proficiency levels among lower-secondary students declined further dropping by 15 points in mathematics and 10 points in reading. 
Theorists such as John Dewey support this view as he emphasised the importance of inquiry as an instructional approach and has become associated with the discovery of learning and child-cantered, progressive teaching approaches. (Stobie, 2025).  John Dewey was a significant advocate for cooperative or collaborative learning environments.  Ultimately social learning enables us to share experiences and reflect on what has been taught. It furthermore provides a ‘community of inquiry’. These represent spaces where learners are supported when asking questions, considering new ideas and perspectives and participate in debates. (Cloke, 2023.). Moreover, Dewey’s educational philosophy aligns closely to the principles of the UNCRC, in particular article 28. as states by (UNICEF UK, n.d.) article 28 states that “state parties recognise the right of children to education”. In addition to this (Gibbon, 2019) emphasises the quote “I believe that education is the fundamental method of social progress and reform”- John Dewey.  In contrast (Cloke, 2023) claims as Dewey himself puts it, ‘education is not preparation for life; education is life itself.’ 
A case from (Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman, 2026) highlights failure to provide new provision for education demonstrating barriers that can have an impact on rights, (Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman, 2026.) states that north Tyneside child left without alternative education for more than a year because of council failures-ombudsman. The local government and social care ombudsman found it failed to provide promised specialist technology that would have allowed a child with special educational needs to learn from home. The child has not attended education since September 2022 because of their SEN. The council confirmed they would provide specialist technology to enable the child to interact with their class while having education at home. Restrictions meant the technology wasn’t provided to the child, but then again failed to organise an alternative education for 13 months, resulting in the child being without suitable provision during a vital GCSE year. (Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman,2026.)  a quote stated by the (Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman,2026.) “This child was promised technology that should have kept them connected to their classroom and their peers at a crucial time in their education. Instead, they received nothing for more than a year. This can only have a significant and detrimental impact on the child’s education and wellbeing.”  This case reflects on the negative barriers the children can face during education not aligning with article 28 of the UNCRC. 
(Welsh government, 2021), Article 29 education should develop each child’s personality and talents to the full. It should encourage children to respect their parents, their own and other cultures and the environment. (UNICEF UK, n.d.) highlights that Articles 28 and 29 focus on a child’s rights to an education and on the quality and content of education. Article 29 focuses on the aims of education. (UNICEF UK, n.d.) suggests that any of the ‘next steps’ that a child or young person has been given are examples of article 29. These could be targets associated with learning, behaviour, home-school agreements or perhaps linked to achieving a particular physical activity. 
(London School of Childcare Studies, n.d.) Implies that Jean Piaget believed that children are not simply smaller versions of adults but instead go through distinct stages of cognitive growth. His work continues to influence education today, shaping how we teach and support children’s learning. Piaget identified four key stages of cognitive development, each characterised by distinct ways in which children think, learn and understand the world around them. Sensorimotor stage (Birth-2 years), preoperational stage (2-7 years), concrete operational stage (7-11 years) and formal operational stage (11 years and up). 
Furthermore, Piaget’s theory corresponds strongly with article 29 on the UNCRC, Piaget’s theoretical contributions transformed our ability to understand how children learn. Piaget’s theory of cognitive development supported educators establish age-appropriate teaching methods that correspond with children’s natural development process. His research underpinned the foundation for constructivist learning, the belief that children actively develop their knowledge throughout experience and discovery. This approach continues to be central in current education frameworks, as well as Montessori and play-based learning models. (London School of Childcare Studies, n.d.).
The (Welsh government, 2019.) Points out the four purposes of the curriculum, as set out in successful futures, have guided the whole design and development of curriculum for Wales 2022. ‘curriculum’ included all the learning experiences and assessment activities planned in purist of four purposes of the curriculum, which are to develop children and young people as: ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives. enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work. Ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world. Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. Curriculum for Wales 2022 categorizes education with six areas of learning and experiences which include: expressive arts, health and well-being, humanities, languages, literacy and communication, mathematics and numeracy, science and technology. (Welsh government, 2019.). In relation supports the (Welsh government, 2021.) article 29 of the UNCRC that asserts education should develop each child’s personality and talents to the full. Curriculum for Wales 2022 can play a significant role in gaining an understanding and encouraging respect for human rights and the rights of children. Welsh curriculum 2022 guidance is that this can be achieved by schools promoting: learning about human rights: the acquisition of knowledge and skills about human rights, and the sources of those rights including the UNCRC. Learning through human rights: the development of vales, attitudes and behaviours that reflect human rights values. (Welsh government, 2019.). 
(UNICEF UK, n.d.) States article 13 (freedom of expression) every child must be free to express their thoughts and opinions and to access all kinds of information, as long as it is within the law.  This article strongly connects to (UNICEF UK, n.d.) article 12 (respect for the views of the child) every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously. This right applies at all times. 
Beyond being a moral imperative, the liberation of a child’s voice is necessary for a child’s development. When children express their views and emotions, they are advancing they’re within their thinking skills, deepening their understanding and building reliance. These abilities are not just beneficial but crucial moving into adulthood. Expressing their experience, understanding and knowledge encourages them to play a role in discussions that affect their lives and contribute with the world around them. These are vital skills for productive members of society.  (Save the Children Australia, n.d.). Stated by (London School of Childcare Studies, n.d.) it is implied that, Lev Vygotsky was a soviet psychologist best known for his groundbreaking work on psychological development in children. Vygotsky believed social interaction played a critical role in children’s learning and observed how culture could influence their developmental process. Vygotsky argued children’s learning was positively impacted by social interaction, which he believed was central to cognitive development. Children continuously develop understanding through collaborative learning, imitation and guided practise. Children persistently acquire knowledge shaped by their cultural environment. (London School of Childcare Studies, n.d.). Furthermore (London School of Childcare Studies, n.d.) highlights that the foundation of his cultural historical theory is the idea that child development results from interactions between the child and their social surroundings- whether these interactions are with parents, teacher, peers, or objects. These interactions help children construct their knowledge, skills, and attitudes. Demonstrating alignment with (UNICEF UK, n.d.) article 13 every child must be free to express their thoughts and opinions and to access all kinds of information. Alongside this (UNICEF UK, n.d.) Article 12 every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously. In addition, giving children the opportunity to enhance these skills will contribute significantly when supporting their overall development. 
(UNICEF UK, 2017.) Reports that the rights of children and young persons (Wales) measure 2011 was a ground-breaking piece of legislation that made Wales the first country in the UK to embed the CRC into domestic law. In 2004, Wales reinforced its dedication to children rights by using the UNCRC as an informing set of principles for all policies that affect children. This dedication led to a major step in 2009, when Rhodri Morgan the first minister during that time made the decision to explore establishing a new law that would enforce the UNCRC into Welsh law. (Croke, 2025.) section 1: places a duty to give due regard to part 1 of the UNCRC and specified optional protocols on the Welsh ministers when carrying out their functions. section 2:  require the Welsh minister to make a “children scheme” outlining the arrangements made, or proposed to make, ensuring they meet the duty in section 1. Incorporating a commitment to undertake children’s rights impact. Section 3: when creating or updating the scheme, the Welsh minister must take into regard any reports or recommendations of the UN committee on the rights of the child. Section 4: the Welsh minister must present a compliance report every five years however the Welsh government committed to do a report every 2.5 years. Section 5: promote and foster knowledge and understanding of the UNCRC. (Croke, 2025.). 

An example of a rights-based education in Wales can be observed in this case study, Bishopston comprehensive school in Swansea has achieved UNICEF gold rights respecting school. The comprehensive school has also implemented children’s rights using Swansea’s councils “doing it the rights way: a plan to help Swansea council put children’s rights at the heart of its decisions” underpinned by the children’s commissioners’ right way approach. Children in the education setting are informed of all their rights, and the senior leadership of the comprehensive school described this knowledge as essential to achieving the school vision to be an ‘outstanding learning community founded on mutual respect.’ (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2026).  Bishopston comprehensive implements all five principles of the right way approach to applies children’s rights across the school. Embedding: the UNCRC is interlinked in the school’s development, and the children have highlighted articles which are connected to school policies. Rights are apparent in staff presentations for internal interviews. Clear links are made to the UNCRC in curriculum subjects.  Non-discrimination: Bishopston comprehensive school has a school-wide approach to inclusion such as wheelchair basketball club and inclusive sport activities.  Pupil voice has encouraged significant school to school relationships SEN schools. Empowerment: staff promote pupils to have an understanding of their rights through challenge days and health and well-being days. The school coordinates the local authority professional learning community for pupil voice: which opens up opportunities to discover and discuss rights with other secondary schools, they are creating a united Swansea pupil voice manifesto based on ‘what matters’ to young people. They also contribute to the school’s development plan and monitor progress using the national evaluation and improvement resources prompts. Participation: pupils have an influence on decisions through prefect roles, the school council, year councils and form representatives as well as pupil voice surveys. The pupils are motivated to consider and express their ideas for shaping the curriculum and have contributed to leading the development of recourses for Black Lives Matter, public sexual harassment, sexual and gender identity and empathy week. Accountability: senior prefects meet weekly with the head teacher and associate pupil governors attend and participate at governing body meetings. The school council creates a two-way communication system for promising ideas and feedback with the other pupils. The two-way communication is crucial expressing the power of pupil voice and the influence is has on providing improvement. (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2026). 
(Children’s Legal Centre Wales, 2024.) presents different ways rights can be implemented into education primarily directly into the classroom. They express that teaching children about, for and through children’s rights is now a legal requirement as part of the curriculum for Wales. Through language and literacy and communication, many UNCRC articles can be explored, including article 30 the right to speak your own language. This could be linked to mathematic and numeracy by gathering data on the number of different languages spoken by members of the school community.  Article 27 says that everyone has the right to a proper home, a challenge could be set in science and technology to design a home in various environments such as the woods, dessert, snow etc. to differentiate for older children, they could be challenged to think about other rights and how they could be met. E.g. article 24- the right to clean water, healthy food and a clean environment. 
In conclusion, the research presented throughout this essay demonstrates the importance of rights and a rights-based approach within educational context shaping development. Relevant policies and legislations provide clear alignment to the UNCRC, ensuring that educators are well positioned to implement rights into everyday practise. By promoting equality, respect and participation across education rights-based approach support all learners at all stages of development. Regardless of age there are various effective ways of introducing and teaching children about their rights, enabling them to recognise their role as active rights-holders within their learning environments.  (UNICEF, n.d.) Article 42 (knowledge of rights) Governments must actively work to make sure children and adults know about the convention. 
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I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other recourses I used before and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide in evidence. 

