
Many supermarket including ASDA has a problem with shoplifting. Shoplifting refers to 

taking items from a store without payment. Among other things, this includes putting items 

in clothes or bags, not scanning them at the self-checkout, and changing the price labelling 

to pay less. More people are shoplifting in the UK today especially due to the cost of living 

crisis of late. Many people are feeling the financial crunch and struggling to afford the 

essentials. But stealing is stealing and is illegal. It’s illegal for a reason, as it hurts everyone. 

ASDA is one of the biggest supermarket chains in the UK. The supermarket or store is often 

robbed because there are so many locations and they have all kind of things for sale from 

food to electronics. The BRC (British Retail Consortium) estimates that shoplifting is currently 

costing UK shops in excess of £1 billion per year. ASDA is no exception to this, and the 

problem is growing.  

Shoplifting might seem like a small issue to some people, but it causes a lot of problems. 

First, it creates financial losses for the store. When items are stolen, ASDA loses money. Over 

time, this affects their profits and can lead to higher prices for other customers to make up 

for the loss (Which?, 2023). 

Second, shoplifting can put workers in danger. Sometimes, when staff members try to stop a 

thief, they face verbal abuse or even physical violence. No one should have to be scared to 

do their job. Staff safety is a very important part of the discussion. 

Third, shoplifting can harm the reputation of a store. If a store is known as a place where 

shoplifting happens often, people may feel less safe shopping there. It can also make the 

community around the store feel unsafe. 

ASDA employs cutting-edge technologies and tactics to prevent theft. These include. 

• The store is outfitted with CCTV cameras that monitor activity. 

• There are security guards at both entrances and exits. 

• Helping the team to spot signs of suspicious behaviour.  

• Artificial Intelligence tech used in self-checkout machines that can sense if something 

wasn’t scanned correctly (BBC News, 2023). 

• Tags on expensive items like alcohol or electronics set off alarms if not removed 

properly. 

Measures that help deter theft and successfully catch shoplifters easily They also help 

honest customers feel safer while shopping. 

 

What We Can Do. 

Everyone has a part to play in stopping shoplifting. As a customer, feel free to inform the 

staff of any suspicions. Completing the training and following this tip can help employees at 



ASDA stay alert. Stealing from retail stores does not only hurt businesses. In reality, 

shoplifting impacts everyone. It affects customers, workers, and communities, too. 

Conclusion. 

 

In summation, shoplifting has become a big problem at ASDA and UK supermarkets. It 

causes losing money, safety problems and increases the prices to all customers. ASDA is 

doing its best to avoid it by using technology, trained workers, and much more. However, 

awareness among all is essential and masses have to contribute. 
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