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Personal Statement – Post Graduate Certificate in Education 

 

I wish to apply for the Primary Education PGCE. I have many of the qualities that are needed when working 

in education and that is why I would make a great candidate for the PGCE course. It has been an ambition 

of mine since leaving school to become a primary school teacher but took time out of education to have 

and raise my family. I believe that now, with the experiences that I have both from working in schools and 

from my own children that I would make a good candidate for the course. 

 

I am currently working as a communication support worker in a comprehensive school supporting a child 

who is profoundly Deaf through British Sign Language. In this role I support the pupil in all lessons and in 

developing their British sign language skills by teaching curriculum specific vocabulary and encouraging Deaf 

awareness throughout the school. 

 

I have experience working with children in all education settings, from very young children in preschool to 

comprehensive school pupils working towards their A-levels in sixth form. I have also had experiences 

working with children in STF settings in both primary and secondary schools. I found my work in STF setting 

to be both very challenging and rewarding. 

 

In my current role I am a form tutor to a group of pupils between year 7 and year 11. I provide pastoral 

support for these pupils who I meet daily. My role as a form tutor includes checking in with the pupil's, 

caring for the pupil's well-being and supporting them wherever necessary. I have also built positive 

relationships with the families of these pupils, bridging the gap between home and school life. I aim to be 

a trusted person within the school environment for all the pupils but especially the children in my form who 

can come to me for support when they are experiencing difficulties during the school day. Supporting these 
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pupils may be by being available as somebody they can talk to, but I am also able to support these pupils in 

getting any help that they need including signposting them to more knowledgeable people, such as outside 

agencies, should they need additional support. 

 

I also feel that my previous experiences would make me a good candidate for this course. In both primary 

and secondary schools, I have covered classes in the absence of the class teacher delivering work to the 

class that has been left for them. These experiences have taught me the importance of classroom 

management, ensuring that there is good behaviour even in the absence of their class teacher, the use of 

daily routines within the classroom to provide continuity for the pupils and how to use the technology 

within the classroom effectively to ensure the smooth running of the lesson, this could be a particularly 

important when using technology to register children for example. 

 

I have been responsible for making resources for classrooms in both primary and secondary schools. During 

my time as a primary school teaching assistant, I made resources for the children in the classroom to suit 

each child's developmental stage. I have differentiated work to ensure that the lessons work accessible to 

all pupils. When working with these pupils it is important to remember that every child learns in a different 

pace and so when preparing resources for the classroom, they should be accessible for all children 

regardless of ability. I have also been responsible for creating a welcoming classroom environment using 

display boards and areas, displaying the children's work, and ensuring the classroom is safe and accessible 

for all. 

 

I have been fortunate during my career to attend multiple training sessions that I believe would benefit me 

moving forward in a career in teaching. These included courses such as child protection working with 

children with additional learning needs, speech, and language therapy, supporting children with autism, 
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and first aid to name just a few. I have been able to take the information I have learned from these courses 

and use them in practice in the classrooms on a day-to-day basis. Professional development is something 

that is important to me as we are forever learning and developing our skills.  

 

I hope that you would consider me as a possible candidate for the primary teaching program based on my 

experience in educational settings and passion that I have for working with children and young people. 
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Zander Letter 

 

Dear Mr. Zander,  

 

I have passed my foundation degree in inclusive education. I did this by overcoming the challenges that hold 

me back from me reaching my full potential.  

One of the biggest challenges I faced was time management. As a single parent who works full-time, trying 

to balance university work and life had been a struggle. I had tried, in the past, to manage my time in a 

variety of different ways, none of which had been successful. This was partly because at the time I was 

unwilling to ask for support when I needed it. In order to complete my foundation degree, I started by 

planning my weeks in advance, filling out my timetable with everything I already had to do during the week. 

From there I was able to see where I had spare time. I then set time aside every week to complete my work, 

these times were non-negotiable, so if something came up during these times, I had to make other 

arrangements or ask for help to allow me to complete my work.  

Another issue that I faced was my lack of self-confidence and belief in my own work. Following several 

negative experiences in education previously my assignments were not good enough and that I was not 

reaching my full potential. Following a recent diagnosis of dyslexia that stigma of not being good enough 

was removed I felt able to ask for support in my university work. Academic support was able to show me 

new techniques of working to help me complete my assignments in a much more time effective way using 

scaffolding (Vygotsky 1978). They would also support me by helping me to organise my work using 

technology such as the use of mind mapping software to help me get all my thoughts onto paper which I 

could then reorganise into my assignment. The support the academic study skills were able to give me, 

helped me gain independence in my studies and self-belief that I could full of reach my full potential and 

that nothing is going to hold me back.  
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Another aspect of university assignments that I found quite challenging was the research that needed to go 

into my assignments in order to complete them. I struggled to gain access to the necessary research to 

ensure that my assignments were well read and that my thoughts and opinions are academically supported. 

With the support of the University, I came to realise the different research methods that I could use in my 

assignments to help me reach my full potential. These included journal articles that can be found both 

online and on campus, videos that I could find online and access at home in my spare time, online sites 

where I was able to gather information that I needed and the University library where I could look at books 

and articles to back up my thoughts and opinions. Earlier in my degree I struggled balancing my research 

methods using mainly textbooks that I had at home or from Internet which I later found were not reliable 

sources of information, however through my studies I was shown where to find reliable sources of 

information online and been able to access the University's library online off campus helping with my time 

management issues. I have also learnt how to check if a source is reliable and importantly, how to reference 

my findings in all my assignments. These skills helped when completing my work for my foundation degree 

and have ensured that my assignments are well read, researched and that my arguments are well 

supported.  

I would not have done so well in my foundation degree without the help and support of the University and 

so I move forward in my studies with gratitude and the understanding that asking for support is not a 

weakness, but a strength. 

 

Rachel-Elizabeth Paynter 
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