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	For completion by the first marker:
Comments:
This is a fascinating dissertation which opens very interesting new ground in the phenomenological research of archaeological sites. The focus of the dissertation is on how the experience of modern participants shapes the understanding of emotional participation with the site-specific past. 

The dissertation is exceptionally well written in a clear and scholarly style, with a very clear introduction, and equally clear structure, and a conclusion, which, although shorter than it might have been, refers back to the key academic sources, Chris, Tilley and Tim Ingold. Ingold’s comment seems the most appropriate to the dissertation’s narrative, that by “retracing, the lines of the past lives is the way we proceed along our own“.

At every stage of the dissertation the research question is justified and answered through application of a clearly and rigorously refined and supported methodology. The results (but see my caveat below on interviews).

A central feature of the student’s research is her own family background, especially her grandparents’ involvement in the site that she is studying, the Iron Age Temple at Hayling Island. This device, which introduces the idea that generational change in the present mirrors generational change 2000 years ago, establishing and through that the way in which the inhabitants of 2000 years ago, focuses modern attention on the past as one of dynamic change and lived experience.

Through this research, the dissertation proposes, we can understand the inhabitants of 2000 years ago as “just like us” instead of constituting, some kind of “other “. In this respect the student’s concluding statement that “this project aligns with Tilley’s assertion that the experience of place can be familiar and similar“ is justified.

The whole dissertation is comprehensively referenced, and I came across not one example of an unsupported assertion. Indeed, the range of reading and research is impressive. 

My one caveat is that the results of the interviews with 5 detectorists Is too short (page 32). I looked for reports on the interviews later in the text, but they seem to be absent. On the other hand, there is a very full report on the 10 surveys which were returned, and these have done to give the detector a valid and authentic role in the archaeological enterprise, as opposed to the canard (page 41) that they are “primarily driven by financial motivations”.

This is a truly excellent piece of work in a many respects. A longer conclusion would have been helpful. Had the conclusion been longer than it might have included some reflection on the methodological process and the students own the status. However, this is not a major issue.

In conclusion, this is a valuable and impressive piece of work. 
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	For completion by the second marker:

Comments:
This dissertation is a multi-disciplinary, qualitative study of the Romano-Celtic temple on Hayling Island. You begin with a good introduction that gives some archaeological/historical background to the site, and then draw attention to the affective quality of the site both for those using the site in the Iron Age and those visiting today. 

You literature review begins with a detailed survey of the archaeological, historical and environmental literature relating to the site. This helps to build a vivid picture of the site and its layers of story and meaning. You then go on to discuss literature relating to sacred landscapes. You discuss ideas about the experiential origins of religion, the archaeology of ritual and the phenomenology of landscape. You focus in on the notion of ‘weather-worlds.’ You then go on to discuss sensory archaeology and the value of an emotional component to academic research. The literature review ends with a brief section of critique. This is a thorough and detailed survey of highly relevant literature that provides a strong conceptual background for your research.

The methodology section introduces the qualitative methods employed in the research, including questionnaires and interviews for collecting qualitative data, and a phenomenological ethnographic approach. These are suitable methods for this kind of research. 

The next section then presents the findings of your research, beginning with a richly described ethnographic account of your own experiences visiting the site. This is followed by a section that draws in the interview data you collected. You do a good job of allowing your respondents’ voices to be heard in a naturalistic way, though some extended extracts of interview data would add to this. You then proceed to discuss your survey results. You have some good data on the feelings and emotions of your respondents in relation to detecting and to the environment around the temple. You then discern key themes in the data, which you discuss in your results conclusion.

In your section of interpretation you relate back to literature discussed in the literature review, and use it to help unpack your own data. You develop useful concepts for engaging with place phenomenologically - e.g weather-world - which could be used as a tool for helping archaeologists/phenomenologists pay attention to particular transient/seasonal/climatic features of place. You note how detectorists almost exemplify a relational engagement with the land and history - they participate in it. Levy-Bruhl’s notion of participation might be a useful concept for further exploring this topic, and also Edith Turner’s work on experiencing ritual might have something interesting to offer.

The conclusion succinctly summarises the key themes discussed in the dissertation. Overall, this is a very well written dissertation that explores both archaeology and human emotion simultaneously to show how they are fundamentally entwined with one another. Well done!

What you did well:

Very well structured.
Incorporation of personal/reflexive perspectives into academic research.
Good use of qualitative data - both from your own experience and collected from others via surveys and interviews.
Giving a sense of the varied uses and interpretations of the site over time - weaving backwards and forwards in time.

What you could do to improve:

Keep an eye on minor typos.
Try to allow for your informants to speak in extended extracts from your interviews, i.e. include longer quotes from your informants, whole paragraphs of naturalistic text, rather than snippets.
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