[bookmark: _GoBack]Examples of language devices to achieve a purpose
Authors use language devices to influence the reader. The proficient reader will seek to identify and interpret an author’s perspective. An author’s use of language devices might also reveal influences of their socio-cultural background.

	Device
	Description

	Analogy
	The comparison of one thing with another, often used to persuade, for example, the effects of this financial crisis will be similar to those of the Great Depression.

	Bribery
	A persuasive device often used in advertising, for example, bonuses, discounts, gifts with purchase, two-for-one deals

	Connotation
	The meaning of a word or phrase that implies something beyond what is explicitly or literally described, for example, ‘massage’ could imply a health or beauty treatment; physiotherapy or a sexual favour; ‘child care’ could imply that a child would be educated, cared for and well treated, or a provider of this service

	Emotive language
	Language used to provoke an emotional response, such as fear, calm, guilt: many advertisements and current affairs stories on television use emotional language to appeal to viewers, for example ‘Killer Virus: Battle to Keep us Safe’

	Euphemism
	Replacing a harsh or unpleasant expression with a milder, often less direct one, for example, the collateral damage (meaning civilian casualties) resulted from friendly fire (meaning killing of your own men)

	Exaggeration
	 Overstatement, which is often used for effect, for example, the rule change is endorsed by all leading coaches.

	Figurative language
	Language that is not meant to be read literally; its interpretation is often determined by a shared socio-cultural context, for example, it’s raining cats and dogs or she’s cute as a button

	Flattery
	An appeal (such as an advertisement) to the reader’s self-image, including their need to belong or their need for prestige

	Glittering language
	Positive and agreeable words that are used to arouse good feelings and approval for the author’s position, for example, the service was friendly, the food was exquisite


	Including details
	Selecting information specifically to support one perspective

	Omitting details
	Failing to include relevant information to present a particular slant or bias, for example, a politician might omit details of his partner joining him on a trip to London: a scientist might omit details of studies that do not support his theory on biofuels, or a cruise ship advertisement omits details about sea sickness

	Generalisation
	A vague or imprecise statement – one that often stereotypes a wide group of people or situations without basis in fact, for example, everyone knows that all politicians are dishonest

	Oversimplification
	A statement that does not give the full or real meaning due to the omission of tessential information or detail, for example, The Allies won World War II because of their ascendancy in the air

	Personalisation
	Adopting a tone of intimacy through the use of personal pronouns, for example, Your country needs you! Or Are you getting a fair deal?

	Font size and selection
	The font size, colour and type (roman, bold, italic) can be used to draw attention to important things or convey meaning, for example, a handwriting font may be used to suggest a familiar relationship with the reader

	Quoting out of context
	Selecting a particular section of a quote to present a different bias, to distort the meaning of the original or to mislead the reader

	Repetition
	Repeating words or phrases to emphasise a point, for example, They have offered no support to the company. Nil. None. Zilch.

	Sarcasm
	Scathing language that is intended to offend; the criticism often employs irony and relies on shared socio-cultural context

	Satire
	Ridiculing human weakness with the intention of bringing about social reform; it often relies on a shared socio-cultural context

	testimony
	Quotes from experts or celebrities that are used to create a positive association and to reinforce the ‘truth’ of the message.



