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Introduction:
This report is focused on the Isle of Wight Festival, which is an award-winning music festival located in Newport, Isle of Wight. The first Isle of Wight Festival took place in 1968, with an attendance of 10,000 guests (IsleofWight.com,2020, para. 4). The festival was then held annually for three years until 1970, with thousands of guests attending each year. However, “The Isle of Wight County Council Act 1971 was passed, which made it effectively illegal to hold gatherings of more than 5,000 people on the island” (Judge.B, 2020, para.5). The annual event then had to stop due to several reasons which were impacting the festival in ineffective way, meaning it could not carry on. Licensing laws were then updated in 2002, meaning events could be held with a capacity of over 5,000 guests if the council would approve of it. (Isle of Wight Council, 2023). The Isle of Wight Festival has now been an annual event ever since 2002, except for 2020 due to COVID-19. 
The purpose of writing this report is to provide information of the event and it’s destination, and link how overtourism has an impact on the Isle of Wight Festival and the Isle of Wight. I will show how overtourism impacts economic, social, cultural, environment and political short and long term. I will also give recommendations to stakeholders, on how to ensure the destination and the Isle of Wight Festival will stay sustainable, competitive, and relevant in the future.
Destination and Event Overview:
The Isle of Wight is its own little island, located in the English Channel, South of England. The capital town of Isle of Wight is Newport, which is central of the North of the island. The Isle of Wight is a popular UK destination, with stunning beaches for tourists to explore like Compton Bay, Steephill Cove and Shanklin Beach. The Isle of Wight is full of scenic views for tourists to enjoy and discover. According to (Isle of Wight, Our Island’s official tourism website) “Our beautiful island is packed with unforgettable activities, stunning beaches, and a wide range of attractions for visitors of all ages”. This quote shows that the Isle of Wight is a beautiful location to enjoy and is full of exciting and entertaining activities to do for all ages to enjoy.
Lots of people from the UK chose to visit the Isle of Wight for their domestic travel holidays, as it is a well-liked tourist spot in the UK. Tourists can access the Isle of Wight by ferry from Portsmouth, Southampton, or Lymington, which takes around forty-five minutes to an hour, they can go by foot or car. There is also a hovercraft which is available which departs from Portsmouth to Ryde which can take ten minutes but it’s for foot travellers only. 
The Isle of Wight Festival is a large annual music event which is held in the Seaclose Park, Isle of Wight. There have been many famous artists like The Rolling Stones, Bruno Mars and Arctic Monkeys and many other famous celebrities which have played at the festival. As explained by, (Isle of Wight.com, 2020.para.6) “Many enjoy attending the Isle of Wight festival because not only is it a multi-genre festival, but it is also perfect for music lovers of all ages”. This quote shows that the festival caters to a wide range of music fans, for both younger and older people to enjoy.
Impact of the Event:
The Isle of Wight Festival has created many short- and long-term impact on the island’s economy, social and environmental aspects in ways which include Butler’s Tourism Area Life Cycle and Doxey’s Irridex. According to (Pickles.R, 2025, para.5) “The event is estimated to be worth over £15m a year to the Island economy and introduces a new demographic of visitors to the Island many of whom will then continue to return”. This quote shows that the Isle of Wight economy is having a positive impact from the festival each year. The Isle of Wight festival is more than just a music event but it also such a big source of income for the island, which helps local businesses, transport services and employment opportunities. The festival is also helping the economy long-term as the festival is bringing thousands of tourists back each year which contributes to Isle of Wight’s tourism area life cycle.
As noted by (Domalik.R,2025,para.9) “A report from the Isle of Wight Cultural Consortium suggests that nearly 80% of locals consider the festival to be part of what makes the island unique”. This quote indicates that the Isle of Wight Festival is what makes the Isle of Wight. The festival not only attracts visitors, but it also brings the community together to all enjoy an amazing experience together. Evidence from (Isle of Wight Country Press, 2024, para.1) shows that “Another Isle of Wight Festival has taken place, and I’m pleased to see it passed without significant concerns, regarding crime or public safety”. This evidence suggests that the festival crowd control management is using effective methods which control the crowd behaviour at the festival, making sure all visitors can have a great experience without any issues or challenges.
According to the book (Case.R,2013, p.5) “The prime purpose of some events is to have beneficial environmental impact, indeed some are designed to promote green agenda”. Many events are trying to adopt green agenda into their events; this allows them to have a safe and clean environment. As stated by (ISI.online, 2024, para.1) “The Isle of Wight Festival is setting a benchmark in sustainability by integrating hydrogen-powered generators into it’s power infrastructure”. With the Isle of Wight Festival bringing in hydrogen- powered generators it really shows their commitment to greener practices towards the island and the festival itself.
Visitor Typologies & Experiences:
Visitor behaviour and participation at the Isle of Wight Festival can be affected by using motivational theories and tourist's typologies, this impacts their behaviours, participation and leisure needs. There are several ‘push factors’ which would motivate visitors to attend the festival. Starting with the entertainment, the visitors are looking to have fun and to be able to enjoy what they have booked and gain that valuable experience which they hope for. Most visitors attending the Isle of Wight Festival are drawn by the social interactions which they can gain, such as experiencing the festival with their friends and family, or even meeting new people who share the same interests as them. Several visitors may just be looking at getting away from normality and just treating themselves to a festival just to let loose and have fun. According to (James, 2025, para.2) “The Isle of Wight Festival isn’t just another music event- it's a piece of history, a place where legends have performed, and a gathering where new memories are made every year”. For some visitors the culture of the festival persuades visitors to visit and to be explore the history and culture behind it. 
There are also several ‘pull factors’ which would motivate visitors to visit the Isle of Wight Festival. The festival is in Seaclose Park, where it can welcome over 50,000 visitors, with many shuttle buses which run to the park from popular pick-up points. The Isle of Wight Festival is known for visitors getting their money worth. There are a range of different prices depending on what type of visitors you are booking as. 
Contemporary Trends & Challenges:
The Isle of Wight festival brings thousands of tourists into the Isle of Wight each year, which positively impact the local economy massively. However, Isle of Wight is a very small island, and, in the summers, it can face over-tourism which negatively affects the island. The festival accumulates massive amounts of litter, weather this is litter, food waste or even tents being left behind. If this is not managed properly, it will not be recycled, which will have a negative impact on the environment. Overtourism leads to massive traffic congestion, which causes several delays and challenges for locals and tourists. According to (GeoPura, Sustainable Power Now) “By introducing hydrogen-powered generators, we are taking a proactive step towards our goal of cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 50% by 2030”. This shows how desperate the Isle of Wight Festival management are aiming to be extremely sustainable by 2030. 
Conclusion & Recommendations:
[bookmark: _Int_nFUyeuml]To conclude, the Isle of Wight Festival is a successful annual music-event, which brings thousands and thousands of visitors each year to the island. The Isle of Wight Festival has massively impacted the local economy in Isle of Wight, this then helps small businesses to remain open and stay successful. Having the Isle of Wight Festival also gives seasonal employment opportunities, which allow people to be able to learn value skills within their role and to be a part of the experience working at the festival. However, with the massive number of visitors the Isle of Wight get because of the festival, it can lead to overtourism which can negatively impact the environment. Although, the management team at the Isle of Wight festival has put many regulations in that must take place. According to (Bioenergy Insights, 2023, para.5) “The Isle of Wight Festival said it is committed to continuous improvement in sustainability and is currently working with the Isle of Wight Council on a scoping exercise around the potentially game-changing move of installing a new electricity sub-station near the site”. This can be something which the Isle of Wight Festival can bring into practice which will hopefully help them to be able to progress to be the most sustainable festival within the UK.
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