Actor Network Theory
The actor network theory proposes that everything is made up for relationships and that there is nothing outside of these relationships. The theory was developed by a number of scholars studying science and technology called Bruno Latour, Michel Callon and Madelaine Akrich and a sociologist named John Law, it was John Law that further gave it the name in 1992.
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An example of actor network theory in archaeology (Vadala, Duffy, 2020)



Agency
Agency is used to describe something or somebody that has control or influence over other people or objects. When discussing this in terms of materiality it is an object that is either used to alter other objects or to make an individual feel a certain way. An example of an object with agency could be a carpenter’s chisel as it is used to change the form of the wood that is being chiselled. The term agency has been used by different fields for many years before being brought to anthropology. It was initially documented by Sherry Ortner in her article ‘Theory in Anthropology since the Sixties’ in 1984. The term then became popular in throughout the 90’s and was later applied more widely to objects instead of just to people. Agency is used by both archaeologists and anthropologists as it looks at the use of objects and how they could affect others.
Artifact
An artifact is an object that has been either entirely or partially created or modified by humans. This can be anything from a simple carved rock to something with an intricate system, as long as it shows humans have altered it in some regard it is an artifact. Materiality is very important when it comes to artifacts because the item must have had some connection with a human life for it to have been fashioned. Both archaeologists and anthropologists work closely with artifacts, archaeologists because they dig them up and anthropologists because they study them closely.
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An example of an ancient Mayan artifact (Emma Bowman, 2024)



Assemblage
The word assemblage is derived from the French word angencement which translates to ‘layout’. REF An assemblage is a collection of objects that have been grouped together for a specific reason; these objects sometimes can come together to make a whole. In 1980 a French philosopher named Gilles Deleuze and a French psychoanalyst called Felix Guittari wrote a book named A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia where they looked at assemblages but in a more philosophical way; this was the start of the term being used widely. The term ‘assemblage’ is useful for both archaeologists and anthropologists. Archaeologists use it when then looking at artifacts that have been uncovered together and anthropologists use it to look [image: A collection of pieces of broken pottery

Description automatically generated]at the why they may have been found together.  
An example of an assemblage from Dunham House (Micheal Gall, 2020)


Biographical objects 
A biographical object is one of importance but is still not an inalienable possession. These objects have a strong with their owners yet are separate from them. The concept of a biographical object was started by Janet Hoskins in her 1998 book Biographical Objects How Things Tell the Stories of Peoples' Lives. In this book she looks at the lives of six men and women in Indonesia and how they talk about their lives using possessions. This is particularly useful for anthropologists as it allows them to further understand the connection between people and objects.
Cheirotic Approach 
The cheirotic approach looks at examining artifacts through physical processes like touch instead of just looking at it. This can be a useful practise as this allows whoever is examining the artifact to gain more knowledge from it as they are using multiple senses. This is not however always possible as many establishments are very careful about people touching their artifacts due to their rarity and cost. This approach is mostly used by archaeologists as it allows them to get a [image: Handling or moving of artefacts | Western Australian Museum]better understanding of the objects that they are uncovering. 
An example of an artifact being handled (Megan Williams 2014)



Enchainment
Enchainment is the process where an object is purposely broken or separated in order to given to another individual. There are a number of reasons why this occurs, such as a deal being made or for someone to have an object that reminds them of another person. The act of enchainment creates a bond between the people by using physical objects. Although difficult to determine exactly when or where the term originated, it became popular with the article by Marcus Brittain and Oliver Harris ‘Enchaining arguments and fragmenting assumptions: reconsidering the fragmentation debate in archaeology’ in 2010. The term enchainment is mostly used by archaeologists as they may often find only part of an object and be curious as to the location of the other half or if they find both halves in separate locations. It can also be used by anthropologists to look at the relationship between people and the objects that are being used for enchainment. 
Entanglements
Entanglements is a type of relationship between people and things. It involves one depending on another and can be between people and things, people and people or things and things. An entanglement exists between two or more individuals or objects that depend either on one another or one depends on the other. This entanglement is a strong bond between them. The term entanglement was first used by Nicholas Thomas in his text ‘Entangled Objects: Exchange, Material Culture, and Colonialism in the Pacific’ in 1991. In this text he studies unequal exchange and mutual appropriation. Entanglements is mostly a useful concept for anthropologists as it deepens the understanding of the relationship between both people and things.
Epistemology
Epistemology is the philosophical term used when looking at the beginning, boundaries and nature of all known knowledge and is sometimes referred to as the theory of knowledge. Epistemology looks at different kinds of knowledge including knowledge by acquaintance which is gained from experiences, practical knowledge which is how able we are to do certain things, and propositional knowledge, which is all about facts. Although most western philosophers discuss epistemology in their own way, the originator is widely believed to be Plato with his ‘forms of knowledge’. REF Plato was an Athenian philosopher who lived from 427 – 349BCE.
Ethnography/ethnographic 
Ethnography is the research into different cultures and societies. Ethnographers look at a multitude of factors to come to conclusions about why certain groups behave in unique fashions. These factors include looking at data, the natural world around them, history and any other influences that may affect this group. The word ‘ethnography’ comes from the Greek word ethnos which translates to nation, folk or people. REF Ancient authors would use this word when writing about other civilisations. Ethnography can be used by anthropologists to get a greater understanding of a culture that they are studying and to truly evaluate why they may have made the [image: How to conduct proper ethnographic research and get the most out of it for  your business? - EDISONDA - Business Design & Innovations]choices that they did.
An example of a man conducting ethnographic research (Ewa Stapińska 2023)


Fragmentation
Fragmentation is a theory around the purposeful smashing and breaking up of objects and then scattering or placing these pieces. This theory was developed and published by Chapman in 2000 to analyse the neolithic actions in the Balkan regions. He was inspired by the anthropological theories from Melanesia that explore personhood and exchange (Chapman 2000). His ambition with the theory was to create a tie between these neolithic people and their objects by looking at this ritual and using this to explore materiality. This is a useful theory for both archaeologists as it looks at why the fragments are potentially where they are when they are discovered, and for anthropologists as it can give them a greater understanding of the people that did it.
Inalienable Possessions
Inalienable Possessions are objects that are connected to their owners deeply and spiritually and therefore cannot be disconnected from them despite distance and current use. Because of this incredible bond between an individual and their object it cannot be broken. A good example of an inalienable possession is a limb, as although somebody’s limb may have been removed and ended up elsewhere it will forever be that individual’s limb. These objects are not commonplace, they cannot be bought or won but must be created with memories and with a deep personal connection that cannot be matched by another. The term was made more popular by Anette Weiner and her book Inalienable Possessions: The Paradox of Keeping While Giving (1992). The book looks at the Trobriand Islands, which are to be found off the coast of Papua New Guinea, and the gifting habits of the people there. The term is best used in anthropology as it explores the deep connection between people and things and the materiality of that. 
Materiality
Materiality is the relationship between objects and people. This can be in a number of ways, from highly sentimental objects or ones with a useful purpose to ones with little value or use. Materiality is also an umbrella term for all of the different studies it encompasses. The idea of materiality was made popular by Claude Levi-Strauss, who was a very famous French anthropologist in the latter half of the 20th century. REF The term materiality is used by anthropologists and archaeologists as well as other disciplines that may be looking at objects as it is a very common term. 
Matter
Matter is anything that both has a mass and fills up a space. It is most often made up of atoms and is anything that is solid, liquid or gas. Anything that we can see or touch and even things that we can’t such as the air is matter. The concept of matter was first started by the pre-Socratic philosophers in ancient Greece who suspected that there was more going on in the world than what they could see. The idea was later developed by ancient Indian philosophers of Buddhist, Hindu and Jain religions, all the way through to the first millennia. All these religions were aware that matter was made up of atoms and they are both indestructible and eternal.
Object Biography  
Object Biography is the theory that objects all have births which is when they are created, lives when they are being used, and deaths when they are no longer in use. The theory explores how one can track the lives of these objects to further understand the connection between them and the people that owned them. The idea states that objects can have multiple lives when they die and are then brought back to life or they can have simultaneous lives when they are used by separate people. The theory was started by Igor Kopytoff with his book The Social Lives of Things, Commodities in Cultural Perspective in 1986. The object biography theory is used mostly by anthropologists as it seeks to determine the relationship between people and the objects.
Object Itinerary 
an object itinerary is similar to an object biography however instead of looking at its birth, life and death the itinerary simply looks at all of the interactions that an object has throughout its life. The concept was started by Rosemary Joyce in her 2015 book Following Things in Motion: Object Itineraries in Archaeological Practice. The practise is mostly used by anthropologists as it follows the life of an object and how it interacts with people. 
Olfactory Sense 
Olfactory sense is how we smell objects which is particularly useful in anthropology as it can tell us a lot about different cultures. Varying cultures can have different relationships with smells and can trigger intense responses from members of a particular community.
Ontology
Ontology is a philosophical term used to describe the state of being. It is also a discipline within metaphysics as it looks at reality and includes everything within that. With ontology we can group things together to better define them or show contrast. The first way we can do this is with particulars, something that cannot be repeated, and universals, which are general things. Another way to group things together is with  fixed objects and things that exist outside of time and space. Ontology is often thought to have been started by Parmenides who lived from 515 to 450BCE and was largely influenced by Plato.REF Parmenides discussed the contrast between being and not being and looked at forms and matter. When referring back to materiality, ontology can be a useful tool for anthropologists to use to explain theories.
Phenomenology
Phenomenology is a philosophical theory that looks at lived experience. This approach aims to determine why certain subjects may interpret various situations in different ways to others by looking at their varying experiences throughout life and how this affects them.  Phenomenology has many uses across a wide array of fields from architecture to computer-human relations to the humanities. Edmund Husserl was one of the original developers of phenomenology and although some others in the field did not agree entirely with everything he said he is the founder of the subject with his work in the late 19th century. Phenomenology is most useful to anthropologists when looking at it in terms of materiality as it seeks to explain why people make the choices they do which could be especially useful when looking at past cultures. 
Representationalism
Representationalism is a theory in philosophy that states that the mind is only able to observe a mental image or representation of a real object and not actually the object itself. This means that we never truly see objects as they are but simply how we represent them inside our heads. This therefore asks about human knowledge as we are unaware how accurate these representations may be. The theory was started in the 17th century by Descartes and was further developed in the 18th century by the likes of David Hume, John Locke and Immanuel Kant.
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