Evaluate the use of stop and search powers by police in England and Wales 

What stop and search is?
Stop and search was implemented in the Police and criminal evidence act 1984, and the searches for drugs is covered under the law of section 23 of the misuse of drugs act 1971(release). Police officers can stop anyone at any time and search them, also PCSO can also stop and search people if they’re in their uniform this is different from the police because they can search someone without having uniform on all they have to do is show their warrant card for proof. They must have a reasonable reason why they’re going to search you on times because they might have a suspicion that you’re carrying an illegal weapon, stolen property, illegal drugs or items that could damage property or someone. Also people can be searched without reasonable ground if its approved by a senior police officer they would do this if a serious crime is going to take place , if you have a illegal weapon on you that you have used or going to use and you’re in a specific area or location(gov.uk).An example of this would be if you’re in Peckham in London where a lot of gangs are affiliate they’re aloud to search you without reasonable ground because a lot of activity goes on in that area so they will search you to see if you’re involved in crimes that are happening in that area. Police officers also have the powers to stop somebody if they’re a reasonable suspect of active terrorism. These powers are granted to police officers by section 43 and 44 of the terrorism act 2000(Lancashire police). The police would use they’re powers in many different situations if they have suspicion of terrorism taking place, an example of this would be if the police was tracking a person’s phone calls, web history and text messages because they have suspicion of active terrorism going on they would track where the person is going and perform a stop and search on the person if its right to do so and at the right time this is crucial for the police to have right timing on stopping and searching the person because if they stopped and searched the person and found nothing the person would know they’re on to them and could lose all evidence on the person.(police and crime commissioner) 
People get stopped and searched for a lot of reasons. Firstly if the police officers have suspicion that they’re carrying a weapon, drugs or stolen property they can search them if the grounds are reasonable to do so an example of this is police will search someone to check if they have anything illegal on them and if they do they will seize the illegal substance or object and arrest the person. Secondly they will stop and search someone if they’re carrying items on them that can commit a crime or cause criminal damage an example of this would be if someone is carrying a crowbar on them in the street police officers would stop and search the person because its suspicious activity that the person is doing and will ask they various questions on what they’re implying to do with the crowbar and if they haven’t got a reasonable answer on what they’re implying to do with the item they will seize it off them and take them to the station for questioning(Metropolitan police).Moreover police officers can search people if a crime has gone on in the vicinity an example of this is in Bristol 4 men was arrested because they damaged Edward Colston statue so when this crime was taken place police officers in the vicinity would’ve stopped and searched people to make sure that they wasn’t apart of the crime and to see if they have any information on what happened in  the place when the statue got damaged(BBC 2020). Furthermore, police officers will stop and search you if they’re looking for a suspect that fits your description an example of this would be if a robbery have just taken place and a person gives a discretion of the criminal and a person fits the same description they would stop and search you and this would be reasonable grounds because they’re going off evidence that a witness have given them at the scene of the crime. Finally, police officers can stop and search someone if they have suspicion of the person being involved in terrorist acts they have started to do this as part of the anti-terrorism efforts to prevent terrorist acts from happening (Lincolnshire police, college of policing)
When a person is getting searched, they have the right to ask why they’re getting searched and under what act they’re getting searched under. The police officer would respond to the person stating what section they’re stopping and searching them over which can be code a of the police and criminal evidence act 1984, section 23 of the misuse of drugs act 1971, section 60 of the criminal justice and public order act 1994 and section 43 and 47a of the terrorism act 2000. If they don’t state one of the sections that they’re searching a person under they have the right to deny getting searched if they haven’t got a valid reason to do so. Also when a person is getting searched if they’re transgender they can request to get searched by the gender they identify as an example of this is if they identify as a man they can request to get searched by a man. Under the human right act also states that you can have a copy of the report of the stop and search if requested this is a right in place because it stops corruption from happening because the officer is writing everything down that has happened and if you need to go to court over the stop and search incident having a copy of the report can be used as evidence. The person getting searched can also ask for the police officers name , number and station and ask them questions on why they’re targeting them for a stop and search  and they can also ask them what they’re searching for and the person has to stay there for the stop and search and if they disobey the stop and search and run off they can get arrested for resisting and failing to comply(Police and crime commissioner). If the person feels like they haven’t been treated equally or the police officer was abusing their powers when doing the stop and search the person can report them and actions will be taken if corruption came into play. This happened to 2 people where they was stopped and searched under the terrorism act 2000 and they was treated badly and when they took the police officer to court they got compensation for their worries which was £200 and the officers involved got suspended (Equality and human rights commission).
If a person isn’t cooperating well with an officer or the officer have found illegal items on the person, they will get arrested taken to the police station where they can do a full stop and search and the person will be held in custody in a cell and questioned on why they had the illegal item and what they was intending to do with it. After the questions the person either gets charged with a crime or released. Thee rights the person has in custody is They can get free legal advice, they can tell a family member or a person where they are, also they can see a written notice on their human rights and what they have the right too while they’re in custody during the questioning (Gov.uk).
The police officers have many powers when they’re stopping and searching people. Firstly, they have the power under the PACE act 1984 codes of practice code A, para 1.4. This is where police officers can allay or confirm suspicious about individuals without exercising their powers of arrest an example of this is that a police officers has the power to stop someone if they’re suspicious about the person and think they have something illegal on them or are going to do something that is illegal. For the police officers to stop someone they must have reasonable ground to do so , so if the person is suspicious and acting in a weird manner they can detain them for a stop and search to  make sure they’re not going to do any harm to the community(gov.uk).Another power that they use is Pace act 1984 which states that they can search for stolen items which is the main act used when stopping sand searching somebody because it allows the officers to search the person for any items on them that can cause harm or illegal items. They introduced BUSSS which is the best use of stop and search scheme which was introduced in 2014 to have a more intelligence-led approach and it aims to have a greater transparency and community involvement to stop have a better system of the stop and search methods. An example of this is before they use to stop people that was acting in a weird manner but now, they have evidence on the person already because they have used intelligence to get information on the person before stopping and searching them to make their job easier for them and more effective. Also another power is the pace code A, para 3.1 and the terrorism Act 2000 codes of practice, para 5.1.1 states that all stop and searches should be carried out with courtesy, consideration and respect with the person that they’re dealing with. An example of this would be that they would make sure to approach the person in a friendly and respectful manner to put the person at ease before they do the stop and search, this makes their job more effective and easier to do because it won’t be as much confrontation with the person because they have dealt with the situation in a respectful manner so most of the time the person will show them respect back. This also comes under the power of code A, para1.1 of codes and practice which states that police officers must use their powers fairly when stopping and searching people and not use excessive use of force and corruption. They also have a responsibility to safeguard and promote welfare of all people under the age of 18 which comes under the s 11 of the children act 2004 which is benefited when police officers stop and search people. An example of this is if a child is getting abused by their parents and they get stopped and searched and find something illegal on them or can see the child has damage on themselves the police officers will stop and search and ask questions because it come under the 2004 children act. Also, another power is under 117 of the PACE act 1984 states that reasonable force can be used as a last resort an example of this is if the person is getting aggressive and looks like they’re about to cause harm the police officers can use reasonable force to take control of the situation to keep it calm. Also, section 23 of the misuse of drugs Act 1971 states that police officer in uniform or non-uniform have the power to stop anyone in any place and also vehicles for controlled drugs. They would usually do this in places which are high drug areas to try and stop the supply of drugs happening in them areas. Another act is Terrorism act 2000 under section 43, 43a and 47a which states that they can stop and search anyone that they have suspicion of being actively involved in a terrorist organisation or have an item on them that they can use for evidence for a terrorist activity. They will use their powers from this act to stop and search people on reasonable ground that they have evidence on or suspicious of to conduct a stop and search to see if they’re involved in terrorist activities(gov.uk). Moreover, under s of the firearm act 1968 police officers have the power to search an person or vehicle, if the police officer has reasonable grounds to do so and suspects that the person is carrying a firearm with or with ammunition in the weapon. They would use their powers if this has been reported that someone has a gun in a public place, and they would detain the person and check if it’s a real gun and what they’re intending to do with it. If they don’t comply, they will get arrested and sent into custody(gov.uk). under section 289 of the proceeds of Crime Act 2002, Police officers have the power to search people, premises and vehicles to search for cash. They can also search people on reasonable ground if they’re carrying more than £1000 cash on them. The police officers can use their powers to ask the person what he’s intending to do with that large sum of cash. Moreover section 54 of Animal welfare act 2006 states that police officers have the power to stop vehicles if they have suspicion or evidence that the animal is getting mistreated or are likely to be suffering from the owners(gov.uk). Finally, since 2016 psychoactive substance act 2016 was introduced to stop the supply of psychoactive substances. The act also has powers for police officers under section 36 to be able to search people under reasonable ground(gov.uk). 
Positives of stop and search are that it has helped tackle down drug supplies in areas an example of this is that police have had a new strategy for tackling county lines by putting more police officers on the streets to patrol and stop and search people they think is suspicious, from the article the police has stated by them doing these new tactics it has helped tackle county lines from taking place (Dodd 2020). A Negative of stop and search is that since April- June last year stop and searched was used 104,914 times and only 1 in 5 people got a caution, arrested or fined which shows that police officers have been abusing their powers because it ended in no action and the stop and searches are being done on police officers pre-existing biases rather than suspicion of crimes happening (Beckford 2020).
In conclusion talk about conclusion 
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