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Are traditional leaning methods still relevant today?

Introduction

The aim of this article is to analyse different learning methods and environments. My goal is to develop an understanding of the different leaning techniques that I can use to incorporate into my own learning. To achieve this, I will be looking at different software’s I use or have used in the past and research different software’s I have not used but may find useful. I will also research different methods of learning both traditional methods, which tend to be more analog and more modern methods which tend to be digital. I will then discuss which method I have used in the past and found helpful or not. I will then compare traditional methods and more modern methods to see whether traditional methods are still relevant in today’s society.

Key questions we will be trying to answer

· Identifying different leaning methods, I can use it improve my own leaning
· What is my personal experience using digital and traditional learning methods?
· What is web 2.0?
· Is digital learning rendering traditional methods redundant?
· Do we rely on the internet too much?
· What are the benefits of digital learning methods?
· What are the benefits of traditional leaning methods?
· Can we integrate both traditional and digital learning into are learning?
· Are some people unwilling to adapted to the age of digital learning?

What is Web 2.0?

The concept of Web 2.0 was coin by Dale Dougherty, web pioneer and Tim O'Reilly. They concluded in a meeting that websites had begun to see change. New websites were appearing along side new applications. The agreed that this marked a turning point for the internet, thus Web 2.0 was born (o'reilly, 2005). In essence, Web 2.0 is similar to web 1.0 but allows users to interact with the website. A prim example of this is a blog. Any user on the internet can create their own blog and leave feedback for other users. This sounds great, right? users can post what they like and post feedback. Well not really, the ability for users to post anything has lead to the spread of fake news or information that has not always been fact checked. Take a site like Wikipedia for instance. Anyone can create or edit a page as they see fit. A study by Tia Ghose research weather or not Wikipedia is reliable source. After looking at both aspects of the argument she didn’t give a conclusion on weather or not Wikipidia was a reliable source or not but did use a quote from Adam Wilson, a geographer at the University at Buffalo that said “Wikipidia is a good starting point for people doing research but should be fact checked from other sources” (Ghose, 2015).

How digital leaning is changing todays learning environment

It strange to think how quickly methods of learning are changing and adapting to the digital world. Only 4 years ago when I was in school, most of the work we did would have been on paper rather than on a computer. This is a drastic change compared to now when, when majority of the work I do is computer based. Although it was a jump going from doing everything on pen and paper to doing everything on computer, I adapted to the change quickly. I had ICT lessons when I was in school, so I know how to use a computer to get my work done. Although I found it difficult to use Moodle in my first year of college. Most of the work I did in school I would have done in school I would have handed in by hand, so the concept of having a website where I can just drag and drop my assignments in was very alien to me. Even emailing the work to my lectures felt like a strange thing to do. Because of this for my first year of college I would just save my work to a memory stick and hand it into my lectures. This put me at a big disadvantage compared to my priers who were using Moodle because some of my lectures would put extra information on Moodle that we didn’t cover in class. 

A report done by the BBC in 2010 said that schools are teaching children to use iPad in class rooms to enable them to be able to adapt to the new digital world. They talked about how important it is for kids to be able to know to access information by just a couple of clicks, rather than reading through lots of different texts books (Bbcactive.com, 2010). Teachers are encouraging students to play educational games to improve their skills in various subjects. I have personal experience using those games in school. When I was in year 7 or 8, we had a class playing this game where we would take it in turns walking up to the main board and answering questions to reach the top a mountain. We took it in turns trying to complete it the fastest. But after half and hour we were all disinterested and want back to are normal lesson. Another type was around my 9th year, when are teachers tried to encourage us to play educational games on this site called learn4good. But most of the games we played were not very educational and just served to kill time when we had finished are work or didn’t have any work to do. 

Different learning methods

There are numerous different and unique learning styles that different people integrate into their everyday life. A learning style is similar to buying a suit, you have to try different designs until you find one that suit you. Then if you want to make the most out of the suit, you get it tailored fitted to you. This is similar to finding a learning style because you have to try different methods and techniques till you find one that works for you. You then can alter the methods to better suit you as an individual. 

Serhat Akyuz and Fatih Yavuz published a paper discussing digital learning in class rooms and what affect it has on students. They explained that teacher need to be instructed on how to tailor their classes around digital literacy in order to give students the best chances at succeeding in the future (Akyuz and Yavuz, 2015). I agree with what they are saying. For students to have the best opportunity for their futures they need to be taught how to adapt their learning styles to keep up to date with the, every growing digital world. 
My personal learning adventures

[image: ]For this aspect of the article I wanted to not only focus on my experience learning through digital methods but also my experience learning through traditional methods. Okay so let’s get started. To improve my leaning experience, I use a few different techniques and software’s to make my experiences as productive and insightful as possible. I often jump from using one method to the other. A piece of software I find useful and replaceable is Word. Branching of from Word I also use other Microsoft Office software like PowerPoint to make various power points and Excel which I am learning to use. The other Microsoft Office programme I use is OneDrive. OneDrive allows me to access my documents from different devices, for example different computers, my phone or my iPad. Although OneDrive is a great programme and has made my life a lot easier it does have one major fault. It needs to be connected to the internet to work. I have had multiple times when I have gone to access my documents, only to find that I can’t access them because my internet is down. My next example is an unorthodox programme when disscussing learning, Facebook Messenger. I use Messenger a lot to communicate with my friends to ask or answer question from Lecture times to the criteria of an assignment. I mainly use google for collecting information for my assignments or just information. I have tried using google scholar but find that most of the articles you have to pay for them. I also use YouTube to find information that I can’t understand by looking at different websites. I find that listening to someone explaining a topic in a video is easier to understand that reading through different websites. The only drawback is that they tend not to have a great deal of information and tend to only cover the barebones of the topic. So, their good for getting an idea for a topic I want to understand but not very good for getting a full understanding. For learning about topics outside of Uni I tend to read books. I find them to be the most interesting and thought-provoking method of research. I’m more a casual reading so I tend to enjoy reading at my own pace. For taking notes I prefer to write them down on paper. I’ve tried different methods for this like taking notes on my iPad or my computer. Although they both benefit from having spell correct, I found writing notes, especially when listening to someone speaking, more fluently. I can also draw diagrams to help me understand and remember them better. Compared to my piers I feel I take a more relaxed approach to my studies. When most of my piers start their assignments early, I tend to leave it till the last week or so. I feel this my biggest weakness that I have always struggled with is getting the motivation to do the assignments. I will have to find a to fix this issue moving forward.
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