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Introduction
This critical analysis is an overview of a case study, involving dysfunctional family consisting of children, young people, mothers, and stepfather. Examining the major problems and risk factors of domestic violence from the stepfather and the effect on the children.  Looking at the working together of agencies and partnership working across health and social care supporting family welfare. The purpose of this paper is to understand some key sections of Children and family law (2014) and other legislation and policies that protect the rights of children and young people such as safeguarding.

Article (3) Best interest of the child.
Representative bodies and legal guardians are required to make decisions on behalf of the child's best interest. Making it a top priority about the child's well-being and rights and involving the child in decision making (UNICEF's, article 3).

Case study overview
The family group consists of Mother, violent stepfather, two adolescent girls, and an adult son that used to live in care and of working age. And a younger son of primary school age who has a disability and special educational needs (SEN). The parents are unemployed and depend solely on statutory allowances. The family has been in search of a priority housing to meet their disabled son needs. However, the family was happy when they received help from agencies and small projects. The mother had expressed her desire to get away from her abusive partner.


    Risk Factors
An early study by Pagelow (1982) cited in (Humphrey and Mullander,2021) discovered that around half of the children who had both watched and been physically assaulted during a domestic violence incident in the United States had been wounded. Whenever children experience domestic abuse or abuse, this will impact their lives emotionally and psychologically, they may develop depression, trauma, fears, anxieties. Children and young people may also develop behavioral problems such as anti- social behavior and aggression and may lack interest in school and other activities. Financial struggles or poverty can cause more conflicts in homes. A study by (Wickham et al, 2021) reported child poverty is linked to a variety of negative health effects, poor educational outcomes, and long-term social and psychological consequences. Poverty-related bad health affects children's potential and development, resulting in poor health and life chances as adults. Children and young people with are without a disability are vulnerable to abuse from family and others in the community. It is significant that the safeguarding policies are promptly action if a child is young person is at immediate threat to harm or abuse. According to (NSPCCLearning, 2021) Safeguarding is an action taken to promote the well-being of children and to protect them from harm. The primary focus is to protect children from abuse and maltreatment and to prevent harm to their health and development. Ensure the development of children by providing safe and effective care and taking practical steps to ensure that all children and adolescents have the best results. Public services such as schools and healthcare can refer a child to health and social services if they feel that the child is being abused are maltreatment. However, a member of the public that has witnessed are suspect abuse can also report their concerns. Social care services, including safeguarding children, would have to do an investigation of the situation before any decision is made. For instance, if the child has suffered mental illness and has been having poor outcome at school and has been involve in cross blows during parents' fights. Social serve would do an assessment of the child and its parents. The outcome can be the family may be referred for counselling, the aggressor may be referred to anger management. More drastic decisions can be made to remove the child from their home with a court order if social services believe and have evidence that the child is at risk of significant harm.
Family Needs
The family needs to relocate to priority housing that will have the adaptation to meet their disabled son needs and to look for school placement in a special educational Institution. The mother has disclosed to the project that she wants her violent partner to leave the family home as this hostile environment is having a negative impact on the family.






Legislation and policies that protect children rights.
· Education Act (1981)
· Mental Health Act (1983)
· Disable person Act (1986)
· Education Reform Act (1988)
· Children Act (1989) (2004) (2006)

The children and family act 2014: If child or young people has ‘special educational needs’, they have a learning impairment or disability that necessitates specific educational considerations (Section 20). Special educational provision is supplementary to or different from what would ordinarily be provided in a mainstream school environment for children or young people of the same age. (Section 21). Local authority duty to identify all disable children and young people with special educational needs (SEN) in their district who have or may have (SEN). This responsibility is to actively seek out and gather information from the educational environment and other partners. (Section 22).

According to (Taylor, 2016) review, among children in the youth justice system are significantly amount of black, Muslim and Caucasian of working age, a lot are on care, and suffer from mental illness and other health conditions, learning disorder. These populations are disproportionately overrepresented in custody, with over 40% coming from black, Asian, and minority ethnic (BAME) backgrounds. Furthermore, many having previously been in care (38 percent in Young Offender Institutions, 52 percent in Secure Training Centers), and more than a third have been diagnosed with a mental illness. Many of the children in the system came from some of the most troubled families in the country.



Agencies and Partnership working critique.
The agencies and partnerships working did help the family with some of their problems, but they did not have proper measures in place to record realistic outcomes. The project worker was very forceful and pressuring when helping families and did not give them enough say in the decision process or give them information so that may help them to make an informed decision. The project was short term and there was no sustainability, taking into consideration that the violent partner moves back home, a few weeks after the family move to a new property. This is a red flag; the family may need more time with the project because of this and the risks behavior of the partner may continue.



Conclusion
The family in the case study has benefited from project and partnership working in some ways and has been accessed help for the family much quicker than if the family had to go about it on their own. However, the project has been able to help with some of the family's needs such as education and training to help the mother get back into employment and find school places for the children and special educational needs school for the younger child. Recommendations for the case study are that the project should have been longer, just to make sure the family environment is settled, or they could make a referral to safeguarding before leaving.
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