




TRANSCRIPTION EXERCISE



















[bookmark: BRANCH_0][bookmark: _MV3TS_taskmanagement_2][bookmark: _MV3BS_0]Transcription Exercise
1	Introduction	3
2	Description	3
3	Transcript	3
4	Commentary	4
5	Wider significance	4
6	Appendix	4
7	Bibliography	4
7.1	Manuscript Sources	4
7.2	Websites	4
7.3	Primary Sources	4
7.4	Secondary Sources	4
8	Bibliography	4



Picture of MS on first page
[bookmark: BRANCH_1][bookmark: _Toc187680817][bookmark: _MV3BS_1]Introduction
Use MHRA Style
[bookmark: BRANCH_2][bookmark: _Toc187680818][bookmark: _MV3BS_2]Description
Language(s). Main material. Dimensions. Lines, columns, quires, ink type and colour. Headings, subheadings, `fonts`. 
Minuscule script is used. Aspect: A script's aspect is its general appearance. "Ductus: A script's ductus, by contrast, is a way of describing what the scribe did as he was forming the letters. The ductus consists of the number of strokes in a letter and the order of execution of those strokes." Cf number of lifts of the pen, is it full or partial cursive (note that cursive may refer to a single letter being one stroke of the pen). Confirm that not using cursive to mean written in a hurry. Prickings and ruling. Is the ruling dry point, ? or ink. From 12 century this became less common. Visible pricking at edges show at least not cut down beyond them. There are rulings to help with the placement of the marginal decoration. Extensive left hand marginal space with complex ruling over the page to control content placing. The margin text has the same height of ruling lines as the main text. "Page Layout (Mise en Page) The interplay of script, text, decoration (if any), and blank space on the page". Single column for main text rather than the more common two column format of Gothic. Folio/quires/codex. Script is Gothic/Gothic Textualis, which emerged in the first part of the 12th century. The more circular forms of some letters, such as 'o' as in Southern Textualis (which originated in Italy) may show the Italian origin of the scribe. It is the more angular appearance, upright 'd' and greater lateral compression of Northern Textualis for the most part. Short length of length of ascenders and descenders as a percentage of the total length of each letter. Laterally compressed. Less regular and generally smaller spacing than Carolingian. The feet of minims end with the characteristic Gothic short up tick. Also Gothic are the upright stem on 'd's, crossbar on 't' below top of its upright, use of differnt colour ink as signposting to aid navigation of the page and to highlight importance of parts of the text.  
Language(s). Main material. Dimensions. Lines, columns, quires, ink type and colour. Headings, subheadings, `fonts`. Decoration. 
Language(s). Main material. Dimensions. Lines, columns, quires, ink type and colour. Headings, subheadings, `fonts`. Decoration. Dating. Ownership history. Creation, including by/for/paid for by. Bequeathed by at any point.
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As a footnote, include: abbreviation symbols used, if word separation has been normalised or kept as close as possible to original, has medieval punctuation been retained. Put in appendix a table for the marks used to represent medieval punctuation marks. 
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Full analysis of script used, scribal style(s). Abbreviation marks used. How prefixes and suffixes are used. Splitting of words across lines. Compression or extension of words and changes in letter size to fit lines. Any spelling variations, erased parts, damage, re-writing and corrections. Punctuation. Mention how content, size, decoration (type/extend/materials/time to produce), etc can tell us about the intended use for MS. Any repairs.
· date
· material(s)
· nature of text
· writing (script, general and specific)
· any features particular to the MS worth noting
· context
· information about any illustrations (description, analysis)
· how you went about transcribing and any decisions you made.
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Transmission and use of text. Choice of presentation for target audience and date of production.  
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