How E-Bikes are more frequently used in criminality and how UK Police forces aim to tackle this issue.


Chapter 1: Introduction
Introduction
This dissertation will aim to explore the rise of e-bikes and will focus on their more frequent use on how they are used in criminal activity, it will also examine the technological advancements that e-bikes have made since their first development. The research will aim to investigate and examine on how the use of e-Bikes are more frequently being used in criminality and how UK police forces aim to tackle this issue, and what impact this has on members of the public and highlight the types of individuals who use this method of transport to assist in criminal activities (Perry, 2025)
The trend of e-bikes being used in criminality is an under researched area, this dissertation could work to fill a significant gap in current literature surrounding this topic, furthermore the changing in criminal behaviour adapts often and represents a new mode of transportation for criminals, recognising this shift and change is important to highlight an adaptation of modern crime.

Background
E-bikes are defined by the Cambridge Dictionary as a bicycle with a small electric motor that helps to move the bicycle forward, even when the rider is not turning the pedals  (Cambridge Dictionary, 2025). As e-bikes increase in popularity concerns have risen about their use in criminal activities, this dissertation will examine trends in e-bike related crime and the research will seek to provide a deeper understanding of how e-bikes are used in the commissions of crimes.
Electric bicycles (e-bikes) were first invented back in the 1800s (Blog, 2024) this article discusses the wide range of benefits e-Bikes can have, such as effortless commuting, healthier lifestyle and a greater range of performance and user friendliness. E-bikes have grown in popularity over the last few decades and are a more prominent feature of most UK towns and cities, with local councils and government back schemes installing e-bikes and e-scooters to rent and aim to reduce co2 levels within busy cities (LocalGov.co.uk, 2023) the article states that the benefits aim to go beyond personal health and wellbeing but also play a crucial role in tackling climate change.


Aim of Research
The aim of this dissertation on how e-bikes are more frequently used in criminal activity will explore the rising trend and popularity of e-bikes in criminal behaviour (Standard, 2023) and critically analyse the reasons behind this change. Furthermore, the research will critically evaluate the role of e-Bikes in criminal activity and analysis crime statistics identifying any pattens or trends
· Objective 1: Identifying and focusing on the types of crimes that are committed on e-bikes and the individuals that use them, highlighting the trends and types of crimes committed on e-bikes.

· Objective 2: Analysis factors contributing to the use of e-bikes in crime, highlighting factors such as the ease of use, the speed the bikes can achieve, and how attractive the method of transport is to those involved in criminality.

· Objective 3: Examine how UK police forces are adapting to this new trend of transport and their use in criminality and whether current laws and regulations are updated to address the issue.

· Objective 4: Seek out protentional solutions, such as offering recommendations on how to reduce the involvement e-bikes in criminal activities, identify new laws or safer use of e-bikes among the urban transport networks.

The literature review will for this dissertation will be utilised by a variety of bodies of literature, by doing so it will allow for a comprehensive understanding of why e-bikes are used in criminal activity, current research for this topic is limited and this dissertation will rely on the articles from police forces across the UK, news articles involving the current issue with e-bikes being frequently used in criminal activity and the repercussions this has on police forces especially those officers within the roads policing unit. There is clearly a gap for this, and further research is required to help prevent crime and highlight the use of e-bikes involved with criminality.
The dissertation will predominantly be researched with the use of website articles, government reports and strategic plans set up by UK police forces to deal with the issue highlighted in this dissertation. 

Summary of research
The summary of my research will be focused on those predominantly working within the roads policing unit (RPU), this will be one of the best sources for this dissertation as they have direct experience dealing with e-bikes in criminal activity, they will be valuable participants in this research as they will be able to provide an insight into strategies for tackling e-bike crime, they will also be able to provide their perspective on future legal changes needed to address the situation. This dissertation will also aim to include the opportunity for interviews and surveys and share their professional opinions on trends and any prevention strategies.

I understand that there may be a number of ethical issues within this dissertation surrounding how E-bikes are used in crime, I will not include any “How to guides” as not to provide police tactics to any potential offenders, I will ensure I do not over-emphasis any negative stereotypes and will not create an unwarranted fear which may lead to an unfair stigma against law-abiding E-Bike users, I will ensure the dissertation is balanced and distinguish between lawful and unlawful use. I will ensure any interviews and conducted ethically and fairly and will not disclose any names or identity of participants.

With the use of E-Bikes increasing growing and police facing challenges on how to deal with their use in illegal activities, this dissertation examines how E-Bikes are more frequently being used in criminality and will aim to explore their use in the commissions of crimes, such as drug trafficking, theft, robberies. This dissertation will use a mixed method approach and review existing literature, interviews with police officers and surveys/questionnaires.
This method of research is best suited to this question as police can benefit from insights into crime trends and seek prevention strategies, furthermore it will fill the gap in what is an under-researched area.
