Evaluate the effectiveness of residential homes for low-risk female offenders in England and Wales



In order to comprehend how residential residences for low-risk female offenders in England and Wales aid in rehabilitation and reintegration into society, it is imperative to assess their efficacy. In this dissertation the aim will be to evaluate the effectiveness of residential homes for low-risk offenders in England and Wales. I will be evaluating whether these residential homes are beneficial for these low-risk offenders and how they benefit these low-risk offenders. As well as this, I will be Identifying the needs and vulnerabilities of female offenders in England and Wales, this will consist of mental health needs and services they will need access to if they suffer from mental health illnesses, or even addiction. Also included in this dissertation I will be evaluating public perception on the use of residential homes for low-risk female offenders in England and Wales. The surrounding problem with appropriate housing for low-risk female offenders leads to more crime, which will eventually lead to more victims, and re-offending rates will increase without the appropriate housing. To end that cycle and the harm it brings to our communities, the women who are engaged, and their families, safe and secure housing is essential (Prison Reform Trust, 2016).  The last objective for this dissertation is to compare and contrast the effectiveness of residential homes in comparison to prisons for meeting the needs of female offenders in England and Wales. This will consist of looking deeper into the prison system and how they benefit these women and if it is rehabilitative for them and the effect it has on them when they are released from prison. The difficulties faced by individuals upon their release from jail have been extensively documented.  These difficulties include obstacles related to housing, mental and physical health, employment, and access to social services and treatment for alcohol and other drugs. Illicit drug use, mental health issues, and housing difficulties all worsen one another, and incarceration experiences raise the risk of each of these issues. These difficulties also have a synergistic relationship with the experience of imprisonment (Gibbs et al, 2023). 


The relevance on why I decided on this topic is based on the Women are not being able to change their lives after being released due to a shortage of accommodation, this shows how important housing is for low-risk offenders. Furthermore, released from prison, 6 out of 10 women are homeless (Women in Prison, no date). This shows the relevance of the area of study as it is increasing homelessness rates and the rates of criminal activity. The government released its Female Offender Strategy in 2018, outlining three strategic priorities: a higher percentage of women who are successfully managed in the community, improved conditions for those in custody, and a decrease in the number of women entering the criminal justice system particularly those serving short-term sentences (House of Commons Justice Committee 2022). Women’s needs are not being met in prison and needs to be dealt with.  As well as this, in 2021, the National Women's Prisons Health and Social Care Review was founded with the goal of enhancing the health and social care experiences of all incarcerated and released women. When compared to both women in the general community and their male counterparts in jail, women in prison have disproportionately greater levels of health and social care demands. A large percentage of women incarcerated have poor mental and physical health, and many are traumatised (NHS England, 2023).  Women’s centres play a massive role in behaviour which is why believe it to be an interesting and broad dissertation topic. Women's centres offer compassionate settings that consider trauma survivors' reactions and engage with women in an accepting manner (Women in Prison, 2022).  


The research will be carried out and conducted by online journals, books, and articles which are updated to be relevant to support the work, as well as this, the authors will be reliable. To also conduct this research, I will be conducting an online questionnaire aimed for 18 and over, and from England and Wales as my research will be based information and facts based in England and Wales. The questionnaire will be anonymous as names won’t be asked in the survey. 


The nature of the problems associated with the research is that statistics I will be using from online reliable sources might not have the exact number or correct statistic it may be an estimate and not a legitimate number. As well as this another problem with the research is maybe not enough people will answer the questionnaire. 


The importance of evaluating the effectiveness of residential homes for low-risk women offenders in England and Wales is that women will receive customised support to help them stay away from crime with the benefits of residential homes. Many women are sent home with only £46, a plastic bag, no place to live, and the risk of being recalled if they fail to show up for their probationary period. The effects for the women in question, their families, and society are disastrous in many respects (Prison Reform Trust, 2020). This is an example of the importance of residential homes and low-risk women getting support in order to benefit them in the future.  As well as this, inspectors claim that the rehabilitation of criminals is at risk due to a shortage of appropriate accommodation. According to HM Inspectorate of Probation, those who were released from prison and placed in unstable housing had a much higher chance of committing crimes again, receiving a new term, or ending up back in jail. It is indisputable that having access to safe and secure housing lowers the likelihood of reoffending and the vulnerability of women who are released from jail. For the thousands of women who are released from prison each year, it is essential to their welfare. To guarantee the provision of Safe Homes for women leaving prison, a nationwide policy with sufficient funding and coordinated efforts between the federal and local governments is desperately needed (HM Inspectorate of Probation, no date). Alongside the lack of residential homes for low-risk women, the rates of homelessness become greater, and the mental health of these women decrease, and it becomes a big problem within the system, that these women are not receiving the correct amount of support and on top of that they are not being provided with residential housing. This is why I believe it to be a wide and broad research question as there are multiple online journals, statistics and as well as this the government released its Female Offender Strategy in 2018, which I will be using to support my work as it is a credible and reliable source as well. 
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