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[bookmark: _Toc108902319]Jury’s Definition and the Formation 
A jury is a group of people from the different specific groups of the society selected to determine a ruling (Great Britain. Ministry Of Justice, 2011). A jury is consisting of twelve people, however, more than twelve people are called to the process. This is done to ensure that the jury is selected from a variety of people that faultlessly represents a broad section. A representative has been selected as foreman among the twelve members by the direct election of the other members (Fukurai et al., 2013). For instance, twelve men and women are appointed to decide whether a person is culpable or guilt-free in a murder case. 
[bookmark: _Toc108902320]Courts Where Juries Sit
There are several courts where juries sit are given below:
1. Crown Court: when the case is serious and all about heinous criminal activities, for example- murder, manslaughter, and rape this court are established (Fukurai et al., 2013). To select the jury members fifteen people will be called among them twelve people will arbitrarily be selected to hear the case.
2. High Court: Defamation and malicious prosecution are dealt with in this court where the jury number is twelve (Kelly, 2018).  
3. County Court: Cases like character assassination, false imprisonment, and fraud are dealt with in this court. The jury number in these cases is eight (Sajó and Bentch, 2004). 
4. Coroners’ Court: this court deals with house death like death inside police custody, accident in the industry that causes death, and even death in jail. 
[bookmark: _Toc108902321]The problem with the selection process 
The selection process of jury members is not quite an easy task rather it is a challenging process. The problems with the jury selection process are listed below:
There are mainly two kinds of problems faced during the jury selection process. First is caused challenge and peremptory challenges (Fukurai et al., 2013).
Caused challenge: It is expected that the jury would be not biased and he should not have any past bitter experience regarding any case, where he may be biased (Kelly, 2018). For example, if a jury had a bitter experience regarding a drunken driver, he may be biased toward the case. So, this doubt is raised by the defence lawyer. 
Peremptory challenges: this is a kind of challenge, where both defence and prosecution try to find the best jury for a fair trial (Law, 2011). This is not raised by the defence section rather both sides influence this selection. 
[bookmark: _Toc108902322]Criteria of Disqualification 
Again, some people are not qualified for jury service, in other words, can get let off because of their profession. When the juries lack the following qualities they are laid off from this service -
A. Not Qualified
To perform duty in high court a jury can not be on bond or bail (Fukurai et al., 2013). If something happens like that, he will not able to perform there. The same is for Coroner’s court.  
B. Disqualified
in case of conviction and jail for five years or more are considered disqualified. According to section 277A of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995, if a jury is placed on probation or received a community payback will be disqualified as it does not include any unpaid activity (Kelly, 2018).
C. Ineligible for Jury Service
There are several reasons why a person is not eligible for jury service. First, if a person is deployed in any court in northern Ireland. Besides if a person works as a justice of the peace, a bold position holder like chairman or register of a tribunal. Again if a person worked as a security officer in court is not eligible for jury service. People who have mental disorders or communication problems are not eligible for this service. Besides, if a person works for the defence forces like the military or naval is considered ineligible for the post. Besides, if a person worked even in the forensic lab is not allowed to work on a jury. Again the members of a specific board of the police also face the embargo for being a jury.
[bookmark: _Toc108902323]Miscarriages of Justice 
Notwithstanding, we found some miscarriages of justice in UK court. Miscarriage of Justice is a consequence while the court fails to ensure justice for the victim. If something happens that an innocent person is sentenced to the punishment while the real criminal gets exempt from the case (Ward et al., 2011). The issues like the false witness, corruption by the authorities, wrong forensic reports, false confessions, inexperienced judges, and faulty associates are the factors of miscarriage. There has been a long list of a miscarriage of justice because jury trials can be found in the UK. Examples can be stated as the incident that took place in 1973, where a person name Judith Ward was convicted as a serial killer who killed 15 people and sentenced to lifetime prison (Sajó and Bentch, 2004). In 1992 it was proved that she had a mental disorder and which caused her to those miscreants (Fukurai et al., 2013).  There are incidents like the killing of two sons by Sally Clark and the smothering of 12-week-old Cristopher by a mother from Wilms low. In the first case, the conviction was cleared in 2003 and the court pardoned the trial. 
[bookmark: _Toc108902324]Jury Abolishment and the Backlog of Cases
The jury system is obsolete and lengthy as it takes time to complete the trial. Especially it is reported that during the pandemic time there was a huge backlog of cases due to the quarantine of the juries. Only exceptional cases need juries to solve. So, the abolishment of the jury can be considered. Lawyers who have qualifications and experience should be deployed to present before judges or panels (Great Britain. Parliament. House Of Lords, 2002). The jury trial is carried out in a closed room, where they discuss the issue and become take a decision based on their unanimous decision (Law, 2011). Here, the problem arises that the juries are not compelled to justify their decision, so, no one knows whether they are right in their decision or they have got the necessary knowledge to make the decision. This can be considered as the limitation of a jury trial. Sometimes it is found that the jury takes a long time on a silly case, where the accusation is already proved. There are approximately 448000 cases delayed amid the covid pandemic time due to the quarantine of the juries (Wilson and Rutherford, 2020). So, the abolishment of this system can fix the backlog of cases. 
[bookmark: _Toc108902325]Reform Suggestion 
From the above discussion, it is crystal evident that the jury system is essential from the perspective of the UK. Therefore, a jury is encompassed of common members of the public, the decision is more likely to be regarded as acceptable by others. Sometimes in the judicial system, defence attorneys and lawyers can be biased which can influence the verdict (Kelly, 2018). So, there are both positive and negative sides to juries as it is possible to give a verdict against an innocent and at the same time, there is the possibility to exempt a criminal from the punishment due to mismanagement of jury and information (Ward et al., 2011). So, juries must be stirred up to look outside and take the right decision. Juries can be deployed for solving local disputes as it takes opinion from others (Great Britain. Parliament. House Of Lords, 2002). Besides, this system can be abolished. Currently, the Ex colonies of the UK are practising this system (Witte, 2012). There can have some increment in the regular duty of juries which also makes them dedicated and responsible to their work. The increment on Juror compensation is also convenient in this case to state this as easier to serve. Besides, no specific community should have the privilege to serve as a jury. It should have access to all types of eligible people to serve on the jury.
[bookmark: _Toc108902326]Conclusion 
A jury is a very important part of ensuring justice. It is as vital as lawyers and justice because it reflects the democracy and trust of the general people. As it is comprised of general people, people get the chance to opine and serve the locals. This is very much important for solving local disputes as it allows opinion and takes a unanimous decision. But it has both pros and cons. Reforms must be taken to fix the problem and make this service more reliable and acceptable to others. The recent jury service must need some amendment regarding the legal structure and activities. It must not be biased and people must be known about the decision-making criteria and reasons for the opinion which also shows the transparency of the decision. 
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