HND Computing and information systems 	Aled Williams


Data analysis and visualization 
Assignment title:
Creating infographics


Contents
Introduction	2
Problems with the infographic	2
Improvements for the infographic	3
Referencing	5




[bookmark: _GoBack]





[bookmark: _Toc504924996]Introduction
This discussion on ‘He said, she said infographic by Gender’ will evaluate and assess the problems with the specified infographic, and suggest improvements that could be made to the design in order to improve its usability. While discussing the infographic considerations such as the effective use of appropriate colours and themes will be discussed. The discussion will evaluate the display of information, how the information is portrayed to the reader and if the text used is easy to read and understandable. An infographic should contain suitable information and display this information in graphs, tables and bullet points that are easy for the reader to understand and enjoy reading, The effectiveness of the graphs and information in ‘he said, she said’ inforgraphic will be discussed along with how simple it is to take in information from the piece.
[bookmark: _Toc504924997]Problems with the infographic
Although the use of the blue and pink in the infographic could be considered as gender stereotyping, the gradient flow between the two colours works well and is presented in a professional manner. The colour is used well to divide the infographic in two which makes it easier for the eye to analyses and read. The colour scheme in the ‘he said, she said’ inforgraphics is analogous matching which is a professional way to set the background of an infographic. [1] 
There are a lot of un-needed images and art work in the “he said, she said” infographic that distracts the eyes from the information and data that’s trying to be presented. The art on the lower bottom right of the infographic makes it difficult to read the font and the data that’s trying to be read by the user of the infographic. The bullet points on the left hand side of the piece are unnecessary and distracts from the information. The colour chart in the centre at the bottom doesn’t provide any extra value to the inforgraphic and is an unnecessary on the users’ eye. All the images used in the “he said, she said” inforgraphic are not needed and the space could have been better used to present more information on the subject that the inforgraphic is concentrating on. [4]
When designing an inforgraphic you should use three fonts, one for a header, another for the titles and another for small parts of text you wish to put in to the infographic, the fonts used should be appropriate for the theme of the infographic. [2] The “he said, she said” infographic uses five different fonts and font sizes; this is a bad design for the any infographic as too many fonts and font sizes can distract the viewer from the information that’s trying to be displayed. The presentation of information in the infographic is manly text which is a carless way to present information as it doesn’t catch the users’ eye and could lose the attention of the user. The purpose of an infographic is to make information and data easy to read and understandable. This infographic fails to do this by using a lot of text and making the text hard to read due to the size and fonts used.
There’s very little use of graphs on the “he said, she said” infographic, which make the information on the infographic harder to analyses and understand. The use of 3D pie charts on the inforgraphic is unsuitable as the chart distorts the user’s view of the information e.g. the green and orange section on the male 3D pie chart looks bigger than the green and orange section on the female 3D pie chart although they are both 14% and 5%. The information on the charts has to purpose or do not provide any helpful information on what the infographic is trying to present. The purpose of the infographic is not apparent or obvious at first glance and does not become apparent till you have read some of the facts and information. A good infographic should impose the purpose of it and reiterate the point throughout the infographic. [5] 
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The overall design of the “he said, she said” infographic is inefficient and contains many areas that could be improved by adding or removing various images/pieces of information.
The 3D pie charts could be replaced with over graphs to display the same information, a column graphs would display the information that in the charts in a more understandable manner. As shown in the graph below.








As discussed in the previous part of this discussion the colours could be considered to be gender stereotypical to avoid this the infographic could have used more neutral colours such as orange, green, red and yellow .These colours are colours most favoured by both genders as seen in the information given by the “He said, she said” infographic. The bullet points down the left hand side of the infographic could correspond and follow the colour scheme of the piece.
[image: Image result for boy vs girl black and white]The images and art work on the infographic have no place or purpose on the piece and could be replaced with images such ,this image is better as it still displays a male and female persons but does not draw attention from the information.






The information in the three centre table could have been displayed in a visual way; a 2D pie chat could have been used as the information in percentages. The information being presented in tables puts too much information on the user’s eyes/brain and is hard to understand all at once. The below example is easier to compare and contrast between male and female.
A comparison of the tendency between men and women to use straight lines
Male
Female



This discussion has covered the problems with the “he said, she said” infographic and has covered how to overcome those problems with different types of graphs and images being used.
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