Katie Goodall
Now the Hero review. 
On the 29th of September, I went to an immersive theatre experience called Now the Hero. It was an interactive show that observe the brutality of war and its effects on the soldiers. It was based on an epic poem called Y Gododdin, which was used throughout the performance. We follow three soldiers from different periods as they struggle through life as a soldier. It was written for the one-hundred-year anniversary for the Great War, so I expected it to be a quiet respectful show. Instead I was greeted with a loud protest.   
When we all got to the beach, I was instantly hooked. The first scene with the soldiers running to an unknown figure grabbed my attention, and this kept on throughout the piece. The unknown woman turns out to be a protester who follows us throughout the piece. She was the one who lead us to the Branwyn hall. This is where we watched a heartbreaking montage of soldiers and young men dying. This had some wonderful choreography and a fantastic use of stillness. This gave me the time to truly reflect on why we send young people off to war. But you can't have a performance without the chorus. This came in many forms through the piece, but they were their most powerful as the support for this bit. The power of the chorus ladies who were commanding in their performance of the poem. The only things that I had problems with were with the pacing. The beginning kept me engaged, but I got lost when we were left with the only chorus singing. I liked the addition of Welsh, but this hindered my enjoyment of the choir. I couldn’t understand any of it, and when there was nothing else going on it was difficult to keep focus. 
We were then led into an interactive exhibit showing different scenes. I was intrigued by the amount of audience participation that was used in this piece, especially in this collection of scenes.  Being closer to the actors makes the experience a lot more harrowing. This made me feel so close to the protesting nature of the show. The final scene was a loud and angry call to the people. This was led by the standout performance from the strong and fiery Eddie Ladd. In her performance playing the activist, she made me really feel involved in the piece which was itself a protest. This was her standout performance.
Overall, I thoroughly enjoyed this piece. It still had some problems with pacing and accessibility for people who don’t speak Welsh. This didn’t stop me thinking about what the meaning of the show war. It was a poignant show that dealt with the responsibility that soldiers feel. It showed me that there is still hope for peace through the actions of many. It showed me that remembrance is not enough.
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