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Gerald of Wales

• Born c.1146 at Manorbier Castle

• Of mixed Norman and Welsh 
ancestry

• Archdeacon of Brecknock 1175

• Wished to be Bishop of St. 
David’s

• Entered King Henry II’s service 
in 1184

• Went on journeys to Ireland and 
Wales 

• Died c.1223



The Description of 
Wales

• Chapters X & XI



When and Where?

• Tour of Wales in 1188

• Raising support for a Crusade

• Normans had tried to invade 
Wales several times but failed

• Still a lot of Welsh-Norman 
hostility



Why is this 
significant?

• Description of many aspects of 
Welsh life

• Aimed at non-Welsh readers

• Interesting perspective

• Goes into minor details


