Good morning, I’m Ocean, Alfie’s teacher. I’m with alfie 5 days out of the week my main role is inspire, motivate, encourage and educate learners. I create lessons plans to teach students subjects such as reading, writing and child play. 
When Alfie was dropped off to school (enter date) I noticed that he was dropped off by an unfamiliar male, as the male came towards me with the child there was a strong smell of alcohol coming from him. I proceed to take Alfie into the classroom where I asked who the male was that dropped him off this morning, Alfie informed me that it was his mums’ new friend that have been coming over for the last few nights. Upon hearing this information, I decided to make a note with the day and time that this occurred with the male bringing the child to school while smelling of alcohol, along with this I reported what I had seen to the head teacher so others were aware, we also have a right of care has professionals to which we must follow. If we notice the child is in immediate danger, we will contact 999, in this case we could not see the child in danger but still need to report to authority on what was logged. Under section 47 of the Children Act 1989, where a local authority has reasonable cause to suspect that a child (who lives or is found in their area) is suffering or is likely to suffer significant harm, it has a duty to make such enquiries as it considers necessary to decide whether to take any action to safeguard. 
Over the next few days, we noticed that Alfies behaviour was very unusual. Normally he would be playing, interacting and overall being happy, but we have noticed a change in this. Alfie has been isolating himself from others in the class, not communicating well with the children or teachers and overall seems very quiet and distressed. When Alfie has been having little interacting with other children, we notice they have been going into a rage with their emotions being up and down, we worry if alfie has been picking up on some behaviour that is being displayed at home which is a cause for safeguarding. Distressed behaviour at home can change how emotional and verbal pathways develop and impact their ability to learn. This may have consequences for brain functioning in later life. As professional practitioners this is something we have worry over with Alfie. Emotional outbursts from a typically calm and contented child or gross disobedience are extreme examples. According to children first (no date) any sudden change in a child’s ability to self-regulate their emotional state particularly when this has not been a significant issue in the past, in many cases this streams from distress taking place in other aspects of a child’s life. 
With this all being logged with dates and times, we then noticed Alfie started to come into school regularly in non-school uniform which staff and other parents picked up on. Along with overhearing a convocation between other parents regarding this, I spoke to mum when she came to pick up alfie as professional practitioners it’s not very professional to be asking a parent how the child is at home and is everything okay, we often work around communication with the parents, keeping this in mind when asking mum about alfie uniform, I stated that it is school policy for children to show up in the correct uniform and if alfie could please come into school in the morning with it on. Mum did not seem to be bothered and shrugged her shoulders to say yeah whatever. 
When taking into consideration all the notes and issues we have been picking up on, we as teachers agreed that this would need to be investigated into properly by other authorities. We have worry over child A at home and if he would be experiencing some form neglect. Along with witnessing distressing abusive behaviour at home. According to the NSPCC (2023) Distressed behaviour at home can have serious consequences for yourself and a child, including risks to themselves or others. breakdown of relationships. emotional and physical impacts, which is something we are trying to protect and prevent happening to Alfie. 




Reflection – I’ve found this assignment very useful, as before this I didn’t have much knowledge on how professionals would come together and determine if a child needs to be put on a safeguarding register through a conference. I’ve understood more about about a teacher’s role and how they help safeguard a child. Realising how often these cases may happen.  It helped me understand more about the children’s act and how observing and note taking is curial in these settings. For myself wanting to go into social work in the near future. This has helped feel more prepared me for what I would need to be doing once I am in the social work career and also understanding legislations for safeguarding. It’s given me more of an understanding on each role. And how professionals work best when they communicate together. 
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