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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Adult services is not my predominant area of work; however, I have developed an understanding of the legislation and national, local and organisational policies that are in place to protect vulnerable adults. These frameworks are in place to ensure that adults are protected from harm whilst having autonomy to make their own decisions.

One of the main pieces of legislation that underpins adult safeguarding in Wales is the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) (SSWBA). The SSWBA promotes wellbeing, early intervention and partnership working between agencies and individuals in need of care and support. 

Section 126 of the SSWBA defines an adult at risk as a person over the age of 18, who is experiencing, or is at risk of abuse or neglect, and has needs for care and support and is unable to protect themselves from harm due to those needs. The SSWBA outlines definitions and thresholds for abuse and neglect, including financial abuse. SSWBA places a duty on local authorities to make enquiries where there is cause to suspect that an adult is at risk. 

Section 164 of the SSWBA established National and Regional Adult Safeguarding Boards, which bring agencies together to oversee safeguarding procedures and information share to improve outcomes for adults at risk with continued development and improvement on services. (SSWB(W)A, 2014).

National guidance is provided through the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019), which support professionals to recognise, report and respond to abuse and neglect consistently across Wales (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2026). 

Local and organisational policies and procedures are produced in line with the SSWBA. In my local authority we have a designated team in which all safeguarding referrals are received. Assessments are undertaken to determine which action or service is appropriate to meet their needs and offer support. This allows all referrals to be actioned in appropriate time scales and allows them to be directed to appropriate services to ensure their needs are met promptly. 

Alongside the SSWBA there are more defined legislations in place. The Human Rights Act (1998) is important in safeguarding practice as it protects the rights and freedoms of individuals and ensures that interventions respect a person's rights whilst maintaining as much independence and choice as possible. The Mental Capacity Act (2005) provides a legal framework for supporting adults who may be unable to make certain decisions for themselves. Where someone lacks capacity, decisions are made in their best interest and should be the least restrictive option (Brammer, 2006). Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS) provides protection for adults who lack capacity and require restrictions for their own safety. The Mental Health Act (1983) provides legal framework for assessment and treatment for individuals experiencing mental health needs and allows professionals to make decisions against those in need of care and support if they pose a risk to themselves or others. In addition, the Equality Act (2010) protects individuals from discrimination and ensures that safeguarding services are accessible and fair for everyone. 

The Active Offer, outlined within the Welsh Government's More Than Just Words (2022) framework, supports safeguarding by ensuring that individuals can access services through the medium of Welsh, promoting inclusion and effective communication (Welsh Government, 2015). This allows concerns to be explored for individuals in depth and in their desired language leading to better outcomes (Hefin Gwilym and Williams, 2021).

(549 words)

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Safeguarding in adult and children’s services are approached differently with the main significant difference being adults have the right to refuse care and support if they are deemed as having capacity (Wate, 2015). 

Adult safeguarding is guided by the principles of empowerment and individual choice. The SSWBA places emphasis on voice and control, ensuring that adults are involved in decisions about their own lives wherever possible. Part 7 of the SSWBA highlights that an application needs to be made to court should professionals have concerns for an adult which gives more power and robust opportunities to intervene (Welsh Government, 2024). The Mental Health Act (1983) and the Mental Capacity Act (2005) also play a vital role in professionals being able to step in to assist even if the individual refuses care and support. The Human Right Act (1998) needs to be considered as individuals have a right to make unwise decisions if they have capacity and that needs to be respected. It further reinforces the importance of ensuring that any safeguarding intervention is lawful and necessary, balancing protection with individual freedoms (Livingston, Redcliffe and Aziz, 2023).

Childrens safeguarding is highly influenced by the Children’s Act (1989), children are considered vulnerable and dependant on adults. Professionals have a duty to intervene where a child is considered to be subject to abuse or neglect and there are clear guidelines for all professionals to follow and adhere to (Cleaver, 2009). The SSWBA (2014), Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) and The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) all give clear outlines to ensure that children are protected from harm, abuse and neglect regardless of who has parental responsibly of a child. There are more procedures in place for professionals to be able to apply to court for a child to be removed immediately from unsafe environments (Alexandra Conroy Harris et al., 2021). Gillick competence framework can be considered for adolescents which assesses their competency to make decisions for themselves and involving them in complex situations, however these decisions can be overturned if a child is still deemed to be unsafe (Bart, Hall and Gillam, 2023).

In conclusion, whilst adult and children safeguarding services share the same objective of protecting individuals from harm, the approaches differ significantly. Should an adult be deemed as having capacity and refuse care and support, it can be more difficult to intervene. Legislation and procedures in place within children’s safeguarding enable professionals to intervene if a child is at risk regardless of consent be given.

(418 words)

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).





image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
N Y Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




