Criminal law in the UK defines offences and the punishments for those offences. The UK uses a common law legal system which allows for judicial decisions to be the primary source of the law. Criminal law in the UK also defines suspects, offences, punishments, and clarifies certain circumstances e.g. A person commits a crime but they are mentally compromised at the time of the crime and it takes into account the severity of the crime. This essay discusses a scenario, provide information that is relevant, define the defences and offences whilst also using case law.
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Polly was diagnosed with schizophrenia which includes symptoms of behavioural changes. According to our sources they experience hallucinations which affect hearing or seeing. They describe hearing things that aren’t real and are usually negative and criticising. They also stop caring about taking care of themselves, they have delusions and convince themselves of certain things. “Drastic changes in behaviour may occur, and the person can become upset, anxious, confused, angry or suspicious of those around them. But most people who get psychotic episodes are not a danger to others.” And it is stated that it does not cause a person to be violent. (NHS, 2023) The defendant, Polly, could try to claim diminished responsibility and have a partial defence. In this case we are aware that what the defendant suffers from does not make her violent even during episodes. The defendant had stated that her partner of 10 years, Mohammed, had admitted to adultery which caused her to get angry and retaliate. She could have very easily hallucinated the victim confessing that to her or it could have been real. Either way finding out someone has been unfaithful does not condone killing another person nor is it lawful whether it was real or a hallucination. It does however, allow us to know the defendant did not plan to kill her partner and it was in the heat of the moment during an argument which would haves caused her severe emotional distress and anger. They could be accused of involuntary manslaughter. “Involuntary manslaughter is defined as an individual who has committed an unlawful killing without an intention to cause grievous bodily harm or kill the victim, causing the death by recklessness or gross negligence instead”  (Draycotte, 2023)





