
Living with the Mbuti in the 
Ituri Rainforest, D. R. 

Congo Kinshasa (formally 
Zaire)
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Location:  Congo, Central Africa and 
Cameroon, West Africa



A group of 
adults 



Logging



The Mbuti 
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Key Authors: 
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Turnbull back in the day 
and his key texts



Using Turnbull’s ideas, Mosko 
(1987) analyses Mbuti language 
to understand how the Mbuti 
conceive of their world. 
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As the forest is 
gender fluid, so 
are people.
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Kinship status is also 
fluid/interchangable
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Balance and being 
centred



Children, smaller people 
- The Bopi
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Hunting practice 
and the role of 
children  



The meat myth in 
Turnbull (1983). 
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