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The name and URL of the website
Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster - https://www.venganza.org[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Bobby Henderson, Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster, 2018, <https://venganza.org> [Accessed 9th December 2018] 

Why did you choose this website?
I chose this website after examining all of the websites provided for this assignment. I decided that the website for the new religious movement called Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster was the most interesting and definitely very different than all the other sites. It is quite clearly not taken as seriously as the other websites and this is evident from the very first page. Another aspect of this website that drew me in was the fact that it is actually very large, it surprised me as I had heard of the Flying Spaghetti Monster before but I did not realize how much it had spread and gained a following.
A description of the content
General Format (excluding Ordinations)
The top of each page (excluding Ordinations) of this website include a picture which is a parody of Michelangelo’s The Creation of Adam which depicts Adam (from the Christian creation narrative) receiving life from God. The picture on the Flying Spaghetti Monster’s website still has Adam receiving life but this time it is from the Flying Spaghetti Monster. Above this is a banner offering the option to become ordained as a Pastafarian minister for $25. 
There are then seven tabs to link to other parts of the website;
· Home
· About
· Join Us
· Propaganda
· Sightings
· HateMail
· Ordinations
Home[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Bobby Henderson, 2018] 

There are many posts on the Home page and it does get updated very frequently, at the time of writing this the most recent post was on December 13th 2018. The post was artwork that was themed around the winter holiday seasons. The Home page also features a search bar and other features down the side of the page that include;
· An option to join their mailing list and like and share on Facebook
· Another link to get ordained for $25
· Tweets by the founder of the Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster, Bobby Henderson.
· An option to join their Kiva which helps you donate loans to small businesses in poorer areas – the link states “Please help us stay ahead of the Mormons!”
· Links to buy shirts related to the FSM, the FSM Bible and car emblems
· A link to the founder’s personal blog
· A FSM game
· Links to recent posts and recent comments.
The Home page does not have a background color and all posts on it feature the title of the post written in a dark red against a grey, rectangular background which also includes the date it was published and who it was published by in a different shade of grey underneath the title and then to the right of that, still on the grey rectangle, is some hashtags in a green font and how many views and how many comments in grey font for words and black font for numbers, there is a fire symbol next to views and a speech bubble symbol next to comments. 
Then once you scroll to the bottom of the Home page there are buttons that will send you to numbers of home pages, there are currently 158 to choose from. Then underneath that is a category section that includes multiple phrases that can be accessed by clicking the appropriate link.
About[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Bobby Henderson, About, 2019, <https://www.venganza.org/about/> [Accessed 9th December 2018]] 

The About section is just one page and looks very plain to begin with, with an off-white background against some black text. Once you scroll down there is a video and plenty of information about the Pastafarian religion, there are many pictures that are mostly all people, with one at the bottom a collage of pumpkins people have decorated. The subheadings on this page are;
· Sounds great but where do I start?
· More, please
· What is this business about pirates, and the Beer Volcano, and Stripper Factory?
· How Do I Join?
· How Can I Help?
· Questions and Answers
· About Bobby, a mini bio
Join us[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Bobby Henderson, join, 2019, <https://www.venganza.org/join/> [Accessed 9th December 2018]] 

This page is very plain, it has the same off-white background as the About section and the same black font. It has the word “join” at the top and 4 subheadings underneath;
· So you want to be a Pastafarian
· How to help the church
· Can I be a member if I don’t literally Believe in the FSM?
· Whatever you decide, remember this
propaganda[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Bobby Henderson, Propaganda Materials, 2019, <https://www.venganza.org/materials/> [Accessed 9th December 2018]] 

The Propaganda page is mostly pictures rather than text and starts off with an introduction to the propaganda which includes a way to contact Henderson to have your own propaganda featured. It also has links the different kinds of propaganda found within this page;
· Flyers
· Wallpapers and Graphics
· Brochures
· Huge Rasterized Posters
· Buttons for your website
Sightings[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Bobby Henderson, Showing all posts for #Sightings, 2015, <https://www.venganza.org/category/sightings/> [Accessed 9th December 2018]] 

The Sightings page appears to be a link to the hashtag “sightings” so it is exactly the same as the Home page in terms of looks but rather than including all posts, it only includes ones that are peoples supposed sightings of the FSM.
HateMail[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Bobby Henderson, Showing all posts for #Hate-Mail (and Concerned Criticism), 2015, <https://www.venganza.org/category/hate-mail/> [Accessed 9th December 2018]] 

The HateMail page is also the same as the Home and Sightings page but only include posts that feature the hashtag “Hate-Mail”. One thing that does differentiate this page from the other similar ones is that the posts sometimes feature responses from the founder.
Ordinations[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Bobby Henderson, Official Certificates of Ordination from
the Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster, <https://www.venganza.org/ordination/> [Accessed 9th December 2018]] 

The Ordinations tab takes you to a totally different looking page that does not include the things that every other page includes. It has a black bar at the top that has links to;
· Church of the FSM Home
· Certificates
· Wallet Cards
· Buy Now
The page is white with central text in black font, it has a pictures of an example certificate and wallet card and then prices and ways to buy at the bottom of the page.
An assessment of the content
General Format[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Bobby Henderson, 2018] 

The general format of this website is very easy to navigate, you know how to get to each tab and you can get there from every page (excl. Ordinations). It is smart to include the Michelangelo parody at the top of every page because the original is a very recognizable picture and it instantly shows that this religion believe that the FSM is their God and he gave humans life, it also displays what the FSM looks like without even needing to scroll.
Having the ordination certificates being advertised at the top of every page is also smart as it means people won’t be able to escape it, however there is a way to hide it on the far right which is good as it is making the purchase more of an option than an obligation.
The colors of this website are very plain, they mostly use white with black text throughout the site and the tabs are just made up of a transparent black with a white font on top.
It is also quite strange that this website URL has not got anything to do with FSM or Pastafarians, it is venganza.org and venganza is the Spanish word for revenge, this is likely to be related to the origins of this NRM.
Home[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Bobby Henderson, 2018] 

One thing that majorly separates this NRM website from the others is that it has a very large online community, due to there not being any physical churches of the FSM. The online presence is clear from the Home page where you can see artwork and other submissions from people who are Pastafarians. The side bars also show this as there are links to social media and online shopping etc. The merchandise is quite interesting because they are encouraging you to be a Pastafarian in real life but they also want the pictures of you doing that to be online. 
The Home page is also huge, and this is due to the posts being submitted by many people. It would seem as if it is too big but this is easily redeemed by the category section at the bottom and the search bar at the top which allows anything you need to be found very easily and quickly.
About[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Bobby Henderson, 2019] 

The About section is laid out very well as you can easily see where each one of the titles is because they are a larger font. It does seem as if it would be a very boring section at first since there are only words visible once you have clicked the link but once you have started scrolling that is no longer the case. The text included in the About section is also interesting and humorous at times, as are the pictures.
Join Us[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Bobby Henderson, 2019] 

The Join Us section is the plainest of all the tabs. It looks as if not much time was spent making it as the title does not even include a capital letter in the word “join” and there are 4 subheadings with not very much text underneath them. This section emphasizes that the Pastafarians do not see themselves as a parody religion which does seem to be part of the parody itself.
Propaganda[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Bobby Henderson, 2019] 

This is the longest of the pages but also has very little text. The different types of pictures are all accessible to everyone simply by clicking the image and then selecting save. It is very interesting how most of the sections in this tab are things to print out and show or give to people in real life and then post about it online afterwards via submissions on the page or on social media. 
It is also quite nice that they have things that you can use on your own websites which allows people to post about the FSM in many different ways.
Sightings[footnoteRef:14] & HateMail[footnoteRef:15] [14:  Bobby Henderson, 2015]  [15:  Bobby Henderson, 2015] 

Since the layouts of these ones are the same they are included in this same subheading. It is unusual that Sightings got its own tab at the top when you will get the same result from clicking the hashtag “Sightings” or “Hate-Mail (and Concerned Criticism)”. It does not really feel necessary for them to include tabs for these two topics as they are included in the category section. 
Ordinations[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Bobby Henderson] 

This page was surprising as it is totally different from the other pages. It does make a bit of sense to do it this way as it allows people to see it as more of a store than an information page like the other tabs are which is a good separation because it differentiates between the people who want to find out more about the FSM and people who are, likely, more experienced with the FSM and would like to be ordained and donate money to the NRM.
What is the website is aiming to do?
It is aiming to make their community larger and share the posts of existing members, it is constantly encouraging other people to join and contact Henderson to have their own posts featured.
To whom is it aimed?
It is aimed mostly at atheists, despite stating that it has members from all religions and is not an atheists club, this is because people of other faiths would likely have their own beliefs and their own God(s) so they would not want to begin worshipping another. It also seems to be aimed at people who have a sense of humor as it is not something that wants to be taken seriously. However, it does also accept everyone and excludes no one.
Is the web site likely to be attractive and encourage people to “join the cause”?
It would be very attractive and encourage many people to join the cause but I think it is mainly only attractive to the people mentioned above. It is, however, unattractive to many people which is shown in the very extensive HateMail section of the website. Although the fact that they post their hate mail on their own website would be a factor that would attract more of the people mentioned above.
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