WEEK 8 (week beginning November 20)
World Wars, New Deals: From Progressivism to Depression
In Focus: 
Representing the Immigrant City
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		Immigrants of Ellis Island, early 20th century

This week’s teaching encompasses the decades from the 1900s to the 1940s, considering some of the most important domestic and foreign policy trends in American society, politics and culture during this period. In the first instance, the ‘in focus’ session channels these themes towards a detailed examination of accounts written by Jewish immigrants to the United States. It will be suggested that such literature is representative of wider interest in social reform and in economic efficiency which informed the political movement known as ‘Progressivism.’ The main body of the lecture pays special attention is paid to the United States’ participation in World Wars One and Two, and the long-term geopolitical consequences of this. We shall also consider the Home Front during both wars, and the New Deal policies forged in response to the Great Depression of the 1920s and 1930s.

1. Reading and preparation:
Required readings:
Mary Antin, The Promised Land (1912) extracts.
Emma Lazarus, ‘The New Colossus’ (1883).
Henry Roth, Call it Sleep (1934) prologue.
Anzia Yezierska, ‘America and I’ (1923).
General reading:
· George B, Tindall and David Emory Shi, America: A Narrative History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2010), chapter 21.
· Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! An American History (New York: WW Norton & Co, 2014), chapter 18.
· Malcolm Bradbury and Howard Temperley, eds. Introduction to American Studies (London: Longman, 1998), chapters 6, 8.
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2. Background information: 
For information on this week’s authors, see below.
· On Mary Antin, see The Heath Anthology of American Literature prolife (http://college.cengage.com/english/lauter/heath/4e/students/author_pages/late_nineteenth/antin_ma.html) 
· On Emma Lazarus, see Oxford Encyclopedia of American Literature profile, accessible via UWTSD library (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195156539.001.0001/acref-9780195156539-e-0157)
· On Henry Roth, see Oxford Encyclopedia of American Literature profile, accessible via UWTSD library (http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780195156539.001.0001/acref-9780195156539-e-0249?rskey=KRVZLd&result=1)
· On Anzia Yezierska, see The Heath Anthology of American Literature prolife (http://college.cengage.com/english/lauter/heath/4e/students/author_pages/modern/yezierska_an.html)
Students will also be able to find plenty of works on Jewish Americans and US urban history in the UWTSD library. The following are useful introductions: Major Problems in American Urban History: Documents and Essays and Jewish American Literature: A Norton Anthology.

3. Questions to consider:
General
· How did Jewish immigrants respond to, interpret and represent American society? Did it match prior expectations before reaching the United States? 

· And, how did Jewish immigrants respond to, interpret and represent life in the American city specifically?

Lazarus, ‘The New Colossus’
· What impression does Lazarus’ poem convey about the immigrant experience in the United States, and of the attitude of Americans towards immigrants?

· In what ways might ‘The New Colossus’ be interpreted as being expressive (and constitutive) of myths and ideas about US society?

Antin, The Promised Land
· What contrasts does Antin draw between her life in Russia and the United States? How does the new family home compare with her old one? What differences does she identify when comparing Polotzk (note: in modern-day Belarus) and Boston?

· What does Antin’s “initiation into American ways” involve? What ‘ways’ does she refer to? What behavioural practices and social norms does she absorb during her ‘initiation’?

· What reasons does Antin provide for her father’s desire to gain naturalisation as an American citizen? What hopes does he have for his children?

· How do Antin’s experiences compare and contrast with those of her sister Frieda?

Yezierska, ‘America and I’
· Do Yezierska’s experiences of American society match her prior expectations before reaching the United States? 

· What comparisons and contrasts can be drawn between Yezierska’s account of American society and Antin’s?

· How does Yezierska describe the experience of living in New York? What physical and emotional features/characteristics of urban life does she comment upon?

· How does Yezierska characterise the concept and practice of ‘work’ in American society? What does she say about wage labour? What does she say about ‘efficiency’?

· How does Yezierska suggest that she ultimately “found America”?

Roth, Call it Sleep
· How does Roth describe the arrival of Jewish immigrants to New York? Is it a positive or negative experience? Does it fit the type of sentiments expressed by Lazarus in ‘The New Colossus’?

· How does Roth describe the newly-arrived mother and child? How does their behaviour and appearance compare with their fellow immigrants? How does their behaviour and appearance compare with the father character, Albert? Why is Albert so annoyed at his wife when he greets her?
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