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AIM(S)
· To provide students with the opportunity to construct an historical overview of the development of critical and cultural theories from the early twentieth century to the present; to apply those theories to the analysis of literary texts with an awareness of their implications, potentialities and limitations; and to analyse and interrogate the formal distinction between literature and theory.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

· demonstrate a coherent and critical understanding of a range of theoretical developments that have taken place during the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, and an ability to describe their main conceptual frameworks and the underpinnings of their practical methodologies;

· demonstrate a sound awareness of the implications and possibilities of different theoretical positions and techniques for the student’s own reading and critical practice, and an ability to apply a range of critical and/or cultural theories in the critical analysis and interpretation of specific works of literature;

· demonstrate an ability to interrogate the formal distinction between literature and theory, by analysing both the literary aspects of critical and cultural theory and the dynamics of authority in the act of interpretation.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· The course will typically begin with the earliest formulations of how to interpret literature psychoanalytically – classical psychoanalysis of the author and of character – and by way of psychoanalytic theory’s encounters with other critical and cultural theories, students will typically study structuralism, post-structuralism, Marxist cultural theory, feminist theory, new historicism, and cultural materialism.

· Theoretically informed critical analysis and interpretation of a selection of literary works chosen specifically for one of a number of reasons, such as the availability of a suitable example of a seminal or highly significant published work of criticism written from a particular theoretical perspective, or the opportunity afforded by the choice of literary work for students to practice theoretically informed criticism in the absence of an available exemplar. A careful balance will be struck between detailed theoretical discussion and the practical exposition of particular techniques, so that students are enabled to develop a degree of conceptual sophistication and to apply these ideas to their own critical practice.

· Sustained analysis of particular literary texts from a range of theoretical perspectives in order to encourage an awareness of how theories may combine or conflict with one another; and similarly sustained analysis of the literary dimensions of some theoretical texts as well as the generation or interrogation of ‘theory’ by literary texts.

· In the dynamics of the application of critical and cultural theory to the analysis of literary texts, particular attention will be paid to the authority often implicitly granted to theory to interpret. This authority will be interrogated and challenged by a serious consideration of a range of issues: the phenomenon in which the use of theory prevents us from being influenced by the literary text; the origins of some theoretical concepts in works of literature; the figurality or literariness of some theoretical models and texts; the historical emergence, ongoing formation, development and re-interpretation of theory; and the historical and other objections that have been made (often by theorists) to the application of certain modern (and post-modern) theoretical formulations to literary texts, especially those of the medieval and early modern periods.

Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24%

	Independent learning
	152
	76%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☐	Coursework
	☒	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Seminar Presentation (individual)
	10 mins
	25%





Assessment Component 2
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay or Creative written exercise
	3,500 words
	75%




Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	75%

	Practical
	25%

	TOTAL
	100%



INDICATIVE READING LIST

· Essential Reading: It is expected that the majority will contain no more than 7 items; however there will be instances where no more than 2 items is appropriate. The absolute maximum number of items to be included as essential on a reading list is up to 15 items.
· Further Reading: The absolute maximum number of items to be included as further reading on a reading list is up to 25 items, plus digitised chapters / articles as appropriate and within Copyright Licensing Agency (CLA) guidelines.

	Module Code
	

	Module Title
	Psyche, Text, and Society: Critical and Cultural Theory

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Hertz, Neil, ‘Freud and the Sandman’, in Textual Strategies: Perspectives in Post-Structuralist Criticism, ed. by Josué Harari. London: Methuen, 1980, pp. 296-321.
	☐
Text supplied

	Essential
	Hoffman, E.T.A. ‘The Sandman’, trans. J. Oxenford. [On Moodle]
	☒

	Essential
	Howard, Jean E., ‘Sex and Social Conflict: The Erotics of The Roaring Girl’, in Erotic Politics: Desire on the Renaissance Stage, ed. Susan Zimmerman. London: Routledge, 1992
	☐
Text supplied

	Essential
	Middleton, T. and Dekker, T. The Roaring Girl. [Link on Moodle]
	☒

	Essential
	Bonaparte, Marie, The Life and Works of Edgar Allan Poe: A Psycho-Analytic Interpretation, Ch. XXXVII ‘The Black Cat’. London: Imago, 1949, pp. 458-85.
	☐
Text supplied

	Essential
	Poe, E.A. 'The Black Cat' in The Fall of the House of Usher and Other Writings. ed. D. Galloway, Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1986; 2003. 
	☐

	Essential
	Jones, Ernest, ‘Hamlet and Oedipus’, in Shakespeare: ‘Hamlet’, ed. by John Jump, Casebook Series. London: MacMillan, 1968; repr.1969; repr. Nashville, Tennessee: Aurora Publishers, 1970), pp.51-63.
	☐
Text supplied

	Essential
	Rose, Jacqueline, ‘Sexuality in the Reading of Shakespeare: Hamlet and Measure for Measure’, in Alternative Shakespeares, ed. John Drakakis. London; Routledge, 1988, pp. 95-118.
	☐
Text supplied

	Essential
	Shakespeare, W.  Hamlet, ed.  G. R. Hibbard. Oxford World’s Classics. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2008
	☐

	Essential
	Eagleton, Terry, Criticism and Ideology. London: NLB, 1976. Ch. 4 ‘Ideology and Literary Form’, pp. 102-61, esp. section 7 ‘W.B. Yeats’, pp. 151-54
	☐
Text supplied

	Essential
	Yeats, W.B. The Collected Poems. Ware: Wordsworth Editions, 2000.
	☐


	Essential
	Dollimore, Jonathan, Radical Tragedy: Religion, Ideology and Power in the Drama of Shakespeare and his Contemporaries, 3rd edn. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003
	☐
Text supplied

	Essential
	Webster, John. The White Devil, in John Webster and John Ford, The Duchess of Malfi, The White Devil, The Broken Heart and ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore, ed. J. Kingsley-Smith. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 2014.
	☐


	Essential
	Barthes, Roland. A Lover’s Discourse: Fragments. Trans. R. Howard. London: Vintage, 2002; 2018.
	☐


	Further
	Frank Lentricchia and Thomas McLaughlin, eds, Critical Terms for Literary Study, 2nd edn (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1995)
	☐


	Further
	Leitch, Vincent, et al., eds, The Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism. London: W.W. Norton, 2010.
	☐


	Further
	Belsey, C. Critical Practice. 2nd edn. London: Routledge, 2002.
	☐

	Further
	Barry, P. Beginning Theory: An Introduction to Literary and Cultural Theory. 2nd ed. Manchester: Manchester University Pres, 2002
	☐


	Further
	Eagleton, T. After Theory. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 2004.
	☐

	Further
	Eagleton, T. Literary Theory: An Introduction. rev. ed. Oxford: Blackwell, 1996.
	☐

	Further
	Althusser, L. On Ideology. London; New York: Verso, 2007
	☐


	Further
	Althusser, Louis, ‘Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses (Notes Towards and Investigation)’, in Lenin and Philosophy and Other Essays, trans. Ben Brewster. New York: Monthly Review Press; London: NLB, 1971, pp. 121-73.
	☐


	Further
	Rancière, Jacques, Althusser’s Lesson, trans. Emiliano Battista. London: Bloomsbury, 2017.
	☒


	Further
	Eagleton, T. and Drew M. eds. Marxist Literary Theory: A Reader. Oxford: Blackwell, 1996.
	☐


	Further
	Freud, S. The Penguin Freud Reader. ed., Adam Phillips. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 2006.
	☐

	Further
	Rabaté, Jean-Michel, The Cambridge Introduction to Literature and Psychoanalysis. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014.
	☒


	Further
	Meltzer, Françoise, ed. The Trial(s) of Psychoanalysis. Chicago; London: University of Chicago Press, 1988
	☐


	Further
	Felman, Shoshana. Ed. Literature and Psychoanalysis: The Question of Reading: Otherwise. Baltimore; London: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1982.
	☐


	Further
	Felman, Shoshana, ‘On Reading Poetry: Reflections on the Limits and Possibilities of Psychoanalytical Approaches’, in The Literary Freud: Mechanisms of Defense and the Poetic Will, ed. Joseph H. Smith. New Haven; London: Yale University Press, 1980, pp. 119-48.
	☐


	Further
	Donald, James. Ed. Psychoanalysis and Cultural Theory: Thresholds. London: Macmillan, 1991.
	☐


	Further
	Joseph, John E., Saussure. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012
	☐


	Further
	Wright, E. Psychoanalytic Criticism: Theory in Practice. New Accents. London: Routledge, 1984
	☐


	Further
	Wilson, R. and R. Dutton. Eds. New Historicism and Renaissance Drama. Longman Criticial Readers. London: Longman, 1992.
	☐


	Further
	Barker, Francis, The Tremulous Private Body: Essays on Subjection, 2nd edn (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1995; reprinted several times), ‘A Challenged Spectacle’, pp. 1-63
	☐


	Further
	Selden, Raman, Peter Widdowson & Peter Brooker. A Reader’s Guide to Contemporary Literary Theory, 6th edn. London: Routledge, 2017.
	☒


	Further
	Ryan, K. ed. New Historicism and Cultural Materialism: A Reader. London: Arnold, 1996.
	☐


	Further
	Norris, C. Deconstruction: Theory and Practice, 3rd ed. London; New York: Routledge, 2002.
	☐


	Further
	Moi, T. Sexual/Textual Politics. London; New York: Routledge, 1985.
	☐


	Further
	Frazer, Paul, ed. The White Devil: A Critical Reader. London: Bloomsbury, 2016
	☐







