Essay Thesis and outline
Thesis
In my essay, I’m going to see whether God is good in his nature or if there’s an idea of evil in God. The argument that I will defend will be that God within his nature is good as Aquinas gives the idea that God is supremely good, and God is perfection. The major sources in my essay will include Aquinas’ works, such as the truth volume and Summa Theologiae, but will also incorporate works from Augustine and works from theologians such as Brian Davies.

Part 1- God is good.
For this part of my essay, this is where I will explain God’s goodness from the perspective of Aquinas and other thinkers, such as Augustine. Aquinas’ ideas of God is that he sees God as good and the highest good and this idea is influenced by Augustine. This part of the essay will be the part that I will defend as I believe that God in his nature is good and is the highest good.
     I will start with ‘what is goodness?’ and give a definition of what goodness is and that God is the highest good. Aquinas explains goodness as “Goodness and being are really the same.”[footnoteRef:1]However, there’s a definition of goodness as ‘Good is everything that is desirable’.[footnoteRef:2] So, I will explain the idea of desire in the next paragraph. [1:  ST Ia .5.1 ]  [2:  ST Ia,48,I] 

     To further the idea that God is the highest good is that we see God as good as he will lead to our happiness as God is the one that we desire. I will support this idea with a section from Brian Davies’ book the thought of Thomas Aquinas as ‘the goodness of a thing consists in its being desirable’[footnoteRef:3], so supporting the idea that God is good as we, as beings, think things are good as we desire them. Also, with desire Thomas believes that our human desires tell us something about good and evil and teaches us something about the ultimate source of all goodness, the very essence of God. [3:  Brian Davies, The Thought Of Thomas Aquinas.(Oxford: Clarendon Press,1992).] 

    I will go on to say how ‘God is essentially good, but creatures are good by participation’[footnoteRef:4], which is Aquinas illustrating God’s goodness through two types, which is perfection and end. This can be presented through both God and creatures, but creatures can’t be purely good in the way God can be.  [4:  Thomas Aquinas, translated by Richard. J. Regan, Compendium of Theology, (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2009) CT, I.1,Q.109.] 

Part 2- in God there’s an idea of evil 
In this part of my essay, I will explore whether there’s an idea of evil in God. For this part I will use Aquinas’ book on Truth as Aquinas suggests the idea of evil.  Aquinas’ thought on this would be that ‘evil is not found in what God has done or is doing. Rather, it lies in what he has not done or is not doing’.[footnoteRef:5] Aquinas had this idea from Augustine. However, he argues that evil is not a thing in itself, but the lack of something good. [5:  Brian Davies, The Thought Of Thomas Aquinas.(Oxford: Clarendon Press,1992).pg.89] 

    Aquinas comes up with an idea of as to why there can be an idea of evil in God as even though God is the highest good there still can be a ‘likeness of evil in God’[footnoteRef:6]. Another example of how the idea of evil can be found in God is that the world was created by God, so any idea of something has its idea in him, so the idea of evil is in him. An example would be ‘the evil of punishment, comes from God. Therefore, it has an idea in God’.[footnoteRef:7]  [6:  St. Thomas Aquinas, Robert W. Mulligan, S.J, Truth Volume I Questions I-IX. (Indiana: Hackett Publishing Company, Inc, 1994).]  [7:  St. Thomas Aquinas, Robert W. Mulligan, S.J, Truth Volume I Questions I-IX. (Indiana: Hackett Publishing Company, Inc, 1994).pg.157] 

Conclusion 
For my conclusion, I will be summarising both part one, which is God is good and how he is the highest good and part two, where there’s an idea of evil in God. However, I will agree more with Aquinas’ idea of God being the highest good.
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