	* Read more widely around your foci.

	* Reading more widely will allow for more regular critical links to be drawn between perspectives in the Lit.

	* Check all written expression for distracting errors.




Demonstrate how cross curricular teaching and learning can influence in depth skills and understanding. 
Cross-curricular teaching is an approach used in schools to include various AOLEs (areas of learning and experience) into one lesson to efficiently incorporate a wide range of learning in the classroom (Twinkl, 2022). One benefit of being cross-curricular in the classroom is that it challenges students to think effectively (Watson, 2023) and allows them to learn at a higher intensity. As numerous AOLEs are being implemented into one lesson, students would be receiving a wide range of information, compared to a non-cross-curricular lesson. This is beneficial because it helps students develop their critical thinking skills, as they will be able to apply knowledge from various regulations to solve specific problems (Planitteachers, n.d). Another benefit is that it gives ‘real-world meaning’. When a teacher applies numerous subjects to their lessons it creates a deeper understanding to the students of why they are learning what they are learning, as they can link it to life outside of the classroom. For instance, math skills become a lot more constructive if teachers apply it to real life historical data. For example, in one of my enrichment days, the children had to go outside for a bird watch and count all the different species of birds in their individual groups using a tally chart (Weinstein, 2018). They then had to go back in the classroom to analyse their data and come to the conclusion as to which group spotted the most birds. One of the challenges that come with cross-curricular teaching is that many teachers believe that they have a limited time to make their lessons cross-curricular. Due to frequent lesson planning, grading and overall preparation for teaching, teachers believe that some restructuring for planning times would be necessary (Lynch, 2019). Although cross-curricular teaching can be engaging for children, some teachers believe that it’s hard to sustain this engagement for a long period. Therefore, careful planning is required to maintain its effectiveness (Study, 2011). 
An example of a cross-curricular lesson we did on one of my enrichment days was circulated around Chinese New Year. After the children were paired up and holding hands, we, as a class walked from the school to the book shop. During the walk, the teachers emphasised the importance of having to look where you are going when you are crossing the road to avoid oncoming vehicles, which meant that the AOLE of Health and Wellbeing was implemented, also walking to the book shop instead of another form of transport was very beneficial for the children’s health.
During the walk, members of staff had to communicate with each other and the children to avoid any potential hazards, such as vehicles and dog mess, which meant that the AOLE of Language, Literacy and Communication was being implemented. This AOLE was implemented again when we arrived at the book shop, we were greeted by a lady, who read a story about Chinese New Year to the children. The story itself went under the AOLE of Humanities because the children were learning about the culture and why we celebrate it. 
During the story, the lady was discussing the different foods different countries eat and children had to acknowledge that there are many countries around the world and not just the United Kingdom, which goes under the AOLE of Science and Technology. 
After the story, the children had to draw their own dragon and create their own mask that was associated with Chinese New Year, which went under the AOLE of Expressive Arts. In my opinion cross-curricular teaching was successful in this instance, as it felt that the children learnt a lot and also had a lot of fun, which is important in the foundation learning, as play is a big focus point (hwb.gov.wales, n.d).
The curriculum for Wales emphasises the importance of three cross-curricular responsibilities for students aged 3 to 16: literacy, numeracy and digital competence (research.senedd.wales.n.d). Literacy allows children the ability to read, write, listen, and communicate effectively. It involves children understanding and interpreting text, teaching integrative ideas, and using a variety of written and spoken languages (National Literacy Trust, 2017). In the foundation learning, children develop basic literacy skills such as, phonics and storytelling. The enhanced provision material shown in my appendix is a storyboard about a pit pony, which supports these skills especially storytelling. It will hopefully increase children’s creativity and develop their imagination (Myers, 2012). If the storyboard is successful, it should inspire the children to learn more about pits and ponies (BBC Teach, 2019). This will be effective because children would then come into the classroom with a greater urge to learn more. A high-quality oracy education is vital to not only improve academic outcomes of students but also to foster their confidence and wellbeing (voice21.org).
Numeracy improves mathematical thinking, problem solving and quantitative reasoning. In the foundation learning, children are asked to explore basic number sense, measurements, geometry and data handling. They also learn to apply mathematical skills in real world contexts, such as going to the shop and working out how much money they would need to buy a specific item (Howley-Rouse, 2021). This is effective because it would improve children’s confidence when they are eventually in these real-life situations (BBC Bitesize, n.d.). Although my enhanced provision material is not solely focused on Numeracy, the storyboard would include 4 boxes in which the children would have to fill in, in order for their story board to meet the success criteria. 
The Digital Competence Framework (DCF) highlights the specific skills children would need to adhere to in order succeed in technology-based content (Welsh Government, 2022). There are four strands that are incorporated into cross curricular lessons namely citizenship, interacting and collaborating, producing and data, and finally computational thinking. Children use these skills to enhance their knowledge and deepen their understanding of digital world around them. An example of a skill in the DCF would be ‘I can talk about different forms of online communication, e.g email, messaging, video call’, which is under progression step 1, communication (Welsh Government, 2022). This skill could be used effectively in my lesson plan, as the children will be watching the video, which is a form of communication between the narrator and the listeners.
As you can see, Numeracy, literacy and DCF skills are a base for a deeper understanding of knowledge and skills and is enhanced through the implementing of the AOLEs (cross curricular lessons). It gives the children opportunities to think outside the box, take risks, and innovate. It should also encourage creativity and curiosity that extends beyond the classroom (Kerry, 2010). 
I believe that another important aspect of deepening the child’s knowledge is using the outdoors. As mentioned above, during our visit to the library so many AOLEs were evident. The outdoor environment offers a wide range of exciting, engaging and easily accessible opportunities for learners of any age and stage (Delve, 2021). Some schools believe in using continuous and enhanced provision (CP) which encourage learners to reinforce and deepen their knowledge of everyday skills. CP is regular access to practical hands-on activities that allow leaners to explore, investigate, enjoy learning, play, make decisions and choices and curiosity. It also encourages and develops independence of learners (Miriam, 2021). I have observed this effect in my placement school where different areas were set up. For example, outside on the yard of my placement school, children were required to build a tower using various shapes and sizes of blocks. One of the children discovered that placing the blocks vertically on top of each other resulted in the blocks falling. After assessing this problem, she then placed the blocks horizontally on top of each other, which was a lot more successful.
In an increasingly digital world, it is vital that children are taught digital competence. Therefore, introducing these skills to them in the early stages of development would be effective (Estyn, 2018). In the foundation learning, children learn skills related to technology, information literacy and online safety. They also learn to analyse, collaborate and create digital content (Estyn, 2018). As stated in the lesson plan in the appendix, the hook for this lesson is a video on the day in the life of a pit pony, although the children will not need to access this video, it is important to keep them aware of the digital world we live in.
The storyboard I will be using as my enhanced provision material is cross-curricular because it is linked across 4 AOLEs, which are Expressive arts, as the children need to draw on their storyboard, which would increase their creativity and develop their fine motor skills. Humanities, due to the fact that Pits and Ponies are a historical subject. This would hopefully be effective for their development because it is important for children to understand what happened in the past, so they can recognise how opinions have changed over time, which would hopefully improve their critical thinking (Lopez-Fernandez et al., 2023). Language, Literacy and Communication, as the children would be asked to write their own storyboard on what happened to pit pony. This will hopefully improve their imagination, as they are essentially writing a short story. Storytelling is vital for children’s emotional and intellectual development. It helps teach children about real-life situations and guides them to become more empathetic (O’Dwyer, 2023). Lastly Science and Technology, without Science and Technology this lesson would not be able to take place, as the video is the main hook for the children. I as the teacher demonstrating how to display the video to the class should help them understand basic technological principles. This should then hopefully help them understand, if they didn’t already know, how to turn on the computer and play the video. As previously stated, it is very important to teach children basic digital skills, as the world is becoming a lot more technologically advanced.
In conclusion, cross-curricular teaching and learning promote deeper engagement, critical thinking, and a more holistic understanding of the world, getting learners ready with the skills and knowledge they need to succeed in an increasingly complex and interconnected society. However, I believe that it is important that we address some of the teachers’ concerns and restructure the planning times appropriately, so that they feel like they have the time to make their lesson cross-curricular. Cross-curricular learning will influence tremendously what I do when I am at school. The first target I would give myself when I am out in school is to enhance critical thinking skills, if my lesson plan is effective, I should meet this target because cross-curricular teaching encourages students to think critically by exploring connections between different subjects. Hopefully, this should promote intellectual curiosity and independent thinking. This aligns with the professional standard of ‘pedagogy’ (Welsh Government, 2019). My second target is to foster collaborative learning by integrating different subjects. Cross-curricular teaching promotes collaboration among students, therefore I should not have a problem with meeting this target. This will be effective because it creates a positive and inclusive learning environment where students can work together and learn from one another (Welsh Government, 2019).  
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‌Appendix
	Student-teacher:
	Joseph Jones
	Class / Group:
	 Year 2/3

	AoLE or Subject:
	Language and Literacy
 
Topic – Pits and Ponies
	Date (please note that this may be a continuous session):
	 26/3/2024

	Meaningful links to Curriculum (What Matters Statements, Descriptions of learning, ‘previous’ curriculum…)
	SOWM 4- Literature fires imagination and inspires creativity.
Progression step 1- I can use familiar words and phrases and experiment with newly learned vocabulary.
Progression step 2- I can use my imagination to create my own literature.

	Meaningful links across the curriculum 
Links to other AoLEs or the  Cross-curricular skills frameworks)
	Expressive arts- SOWM 1- Exploring the expressive arts is essential to developing artistic skills and knowledge and it enables learners to become curious and creative individuals. I can explore and experiment with a variety of creative techniques, materials, processes, resources, tools and technology (PS1). 
Humanities- SOWM 2- Events and human experiences are complex, and are perceived, interpreted and represented in different ways. I can recognise that opinions may change over time (PS1). 
Science and Technology- SOWM 6- Computation is the foundation for our digital world. I am beginning to follow a sequence of instructions.

	Personal Targets (targets and consequent impact on learning - refer to any targets that have been identified in learning journal or weekly reflection meeting and describe the desired impact on learning)
 

	Learning Intention
‘This should focus on the pupils’ learning during the lesson, rather than what they will be doing, and should be short, achievable and measurable.’ (Crichton, H., and Mcdaid, A. 2016 p. 196)

	 Learn about the life of a pit pony
Draw a picture of a pit pony with the materials required

	Success Criteria 
What the pupils need to demonstrate to successfully meet the Learning Intention.

	 The children will gain knowledge of the day in a life of a pit pony.
The children can draw a picture of a pit pony.

	Planning for misconceptions:
Use this section to anticipate pupil errors and misunderstandings and your planned responses to them.

	The children won’t have any prior knowledge on pit ponies – be prepared for questions.

	
SEQUENCE OF TEACHING & LEARNING
 (Add or remove rows below as appropriate)
 

	 
Timing:
Break down timings into groups if appropriate. ensure pupils are ‘doing’ quickly and that transitions are taken into account
 
	 
Role of the teacher & support staff:
e.g., key questions, retrieval of prior learning, modelling and explanations, checking understanding, planned use of additional adults. 
 
Choice of pedagogical model or of the 12 pedagogical principles
	 
Pupils’ learning and activities:
What will the pupils be learning to do and what activities / resources will facilitate this?
 
Please refer to Foundation Learning planning document for details of continuous provision.
	 
Inclusive Strategies (including differentiation):
 
Reasons for and details of scaffolding.
 
Types of representation in tasks.
	 
Check what pupils know, understand, and can do:
Key questions, types of retrieval practices, self and peer assessment opportunities, purposeful AfL strategies, live marking opportunities, planned feedback.
 
 

	 
 10 minutes
	Introduction- watch a video on the history of pit ponies as the hook.
· After that, ask questions to the children that was relevant to the video they watched.
· Divide the ability groups into their acquired tables, where a task would be explained to them once they’re there. 
	· Learning new information about pit ponies.
· Reinforce the knowledge they learnt in the video through a Q&A.
	 Children will gain knowledge on the life of a pit pony through watching the video.
	 Children will get live feedback on their answer to the questions asked on the carpet after the video.

	 
 20 minutes
 
	 Task- 
· Paper will be set all around the table 
· The children will be required to create their own story board of the day in a life of a pit pony
· They would need to write a description of what’s going on in each segment of their story board.
· Colouring pencils would also be available for the children.
	· Pupils literature and creativity skills will increase
· Their fine motor skills will improve as they’re writing/drawing
	Children could be shown a WAGOLL made by myself if they’re stuck.

Children will always have access to an LSA if they need extra assistance. 
	 Children will receive live marking on their story board.

Double check that the children understand the task before they start.

Give live feedback to children when needed.

	 
 10 minutes
 
 
	 Close
· The children get free time to draw their own pit pony using chalk and black card.
· The children get free time to create their own minecart using cardboard and various other materials on display
	· Pupil’s fine motor skills will improve due to them drawing and gluing pieces of cardboard together.
· Children get a chance to demonstrate what they’ve learnt through arts and crafts – which increases their creativity and problem-solving skills.
	 Children who are struggling to create their minecart could have help from the LSA.


	Children will get praise and encouragement from myself and the teaching assistants.
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The pony is ready to get to work in the coal mines

The pony is enjoying eating some grass and water

The coal miners are very pleased with the work of

the pony





