Archaeology: its history and the methods in which it connects with various branches of the humanities
Archaeology stands as a relatively new discipline within the world of the humanities,  though it is by far one of the most significant forms of gathering knowledge and material culture. The ability to use the physical items found within archaeological excavations provide supporting evidence to compliment historical writings, which in turn creates a fuller image of the past for all branches of the humanities to study. It serves as an integral aspect of the humanities as a whole, despite being a relatively new methodology of the humanities in comparison to branches such as history. Evidence of the writings of men such as Herodotus, who wrote varying histories of the Hellenic isles and its surrounding neighbours, even finds itself intertwined with the archaeological world, as archaeological evidence derived from modern-day Ukraine successfully supported his claims that the Scythian people created leather with human remains (PloS One, 2023). Examples such as this highlight the noteworthiness of the contributions made by archaeologists to the humanities as a whole. 
While the discipline itself emerged primarily within the mid-19th century, evidence of the fascination surrounding past civilisations and their material culture can be found for thousands of years previously, shown through the excavation surrounding sites such as the Sphinx. Observations of the Sphinx itself, particularly the patterning of the ivory carvings suggest that the Egyptians of the New Kingdom era, roughly the mid-1500s – 1000s BCE (ThoughtCo, History of Archaeology, 2020). Evidence such as this demonstrates the curiosity of humankind throughout the years, and provides evidence that the concept of an archaeological dig – physically investigating sculptures or objects of the past, predate the discipline as the formal method it is known as. In terms of the first famed archaeologist, the final king of Babylon, known as Nabonidus, however there is very little accreditation to his accuracy, given his most well-known estimates was 1,500 years beyond the true date of the foundations of the stone building dedicated to Naram-Sin. John Aubrey, antiquarian of the 17th century is commonly named as the modern equivalent to the first archaeologist, with his first true archaeological discovery being the megalithic ruins at Avebury (Biographs.org, John Aubrey, no date). His two-volume work, ‘Wiltshire antiquities’ remained unfinished however it nonetheless proved his dedication and interest in ancient ruins and the documentation, earning him his name as an archaeologist.
In contrast to the popular nature of archaeology as a subject, one of the predecessors of archaeology, known as antiquity, is a subject of great debate even today. Antiquity is commonly used in modern media as a word to describe past civilisations typically preceding the sixth century (Cambridge Dictionary, 2024), however its roots are often used in a mocking manner to describe historians and archaeologists who were more interested in the cultural past, and in particular the more common placed objects, rather than significant items such as temples or large findings. Typically, the phrase antiquity was used as a negative connotation, whereas now the phrase is typically used in a more positive light and is often a methodology used by archaeologists who are more focused on minor aspects of the past. Many modern archaeologists see antiquity as merely an aspect rather than an opposing form of research, and in some cases it can prove to be of great benefit during a particular excavation. Antiquarian postulation in the early 1800s allowed for far greater clarification in the classification of Neolithic man, most notably in the assignment of the iron, bronze, and stone ages (First steps to archaeology, 2024.) Forms of classification such as this are commonly used across the world, and the antiquarian methodology used to classify these greatly aids archaeologists in their work as they produce a chronology of human history throughout their findings. Many people continue to disagree with the typical perspective of an antiquarian, however the works of these early archaeologists cannot be ignored given that phrases such as the Iron Age are still used today by archaeologists and historians. 
Given that “myth and historiography are so often intertwined” (Antiquity: the Dawn of the Humanities, 2013), archaeology lends itself to history as the material evidence found often within excavations allows for historical writings to be separated from their mythological counterparts. Especially when researching the time of ancient Greece, authors are often unclear between what is merely a myth and what may be true to their time, something which can be seen within Homer’s Iliad as both the history of Troy and the inner workings of the Olympic gods are treated within his works as truths. Though many have attempted to find the site of Troy, it is unclear whether or not the land famed for its war, is in fact a historical location or whether or not it was fabricated as a part of the epic poem or whether or not it was fabricated as a part of the poem. In cases such as these, the work of archaeologists greatly helps as it establishes the boundary between fact and fiction, and grants historians a far more definitive base to work on when assessing the validity of ancient and modern sources. This view was upheld until the works of the untrained archaeologist Heinrich Schliemann, a German businessman, led to his discovery of Troy within Turkey. Though he did in fact discover the site, Schliemman’s use of dynamite to unearth the rocks greatly posed a risk to the preservation of the site, in turn highlighting the dangers surrounding heritage preservation. His lack of a true archaeological background led to both contemporary and modern scrutiny of his works, given his excavations caused significant damage to the layers above that which he claimed was Troy - nonetheless, his works demonstrated the achievements of an archaeologist as he was in fact able to discover the site of Troy and determined that Homer’s famed works were not in fact situated in a mythological land. 
Undoubtedly, one of the core connections within the humanities is that between archaeology and anthropology. Given the close nature between the study of human                                                                                      culture, and the discoveries which complement the observations, archaeology can be used to solidify the theories formed by anthropologists and naturally lends itself to the discipline as a research aid. Anthropological perspectives can be seen to be aided by archaeology within areas of research such as the study of cave-art – the research and documentation itself is typically a form of archaeological surveying, whilst the images gathered of the hand-prints across the walls allows for anthropologists to research and predict the reasoning behind these paintings. For many, the hand-prints are seen as a form of art, possibly one of the earliest expressions of human emotion and creation (Isis Davis-Marks, Smithsonian Magazine, 2019). Without the contributions of the archaeologists to excavate and thoroughly document what has been found within dozens of caves and similar neolithic sites, these discoveries would not have been publicised, and would subsequently limit the work completed by anthropologists. Typically, the analysis of human behaviour is not a focus of archaeologists, and therefore the work completed by archaeologists allows for anthropologists to broaden their own research, and emphasises the greater image of ancient civilisations created when collaborating between two disciplines. When considering the combined work of archaeologists and anthropologists it is clear that the two complement each other, and together they shape the everyday person’s understanding of the past as the two halves contribute greatly towards creating a full image of the past. 
Archaeology continues to lend itself to other disciplines within the humanities, including the study of both ancient and modern religions. Throughout history, but especially within the medieval period, religious artefacts, more commonly known as relics, flooded the markets and captured the attention of hundreds of thousands of people. Relics were classified in various ranks, but their significance as an item either from or belonging to a saint created a fanatical craze among religious people (Mamuran, 2024), a craze which could be disproven, for better or worse, by archaeologists. It was incredibly common within the medieval period for counterfeit relics to be sold to the unsuspecting faithful, or in the case of items such as everyday people, the very money within their pockets. Counterfeiting of both religious sacraments and currencies went hand in hand, shown by the crimes perpetrated by those within the church, “John Chywarton, a Cornish chaplain from the parish of St. Stephen, had been involved in the making and distribution of 20 marks (£13 6s 8d) of false nobles, 104 false groats, 420 false half groats and 320 false pennies of copper and other mixed metals in May 1407,26 and of thirty underweight nobles in July 1414” (Hannes Kleineke, 2016, pg 218). Through the use of comparisons to other artefacts found within archaeological excavations, modern religious groups may be able to avoid the glorification of any false relics, and therefore present a far more accurate image of their religious artefacts to both members of the faith and the public. 
The future of archaeology as a discipline, both individually and in collaboration with other disciplines, regularly faces several debates and most notably is the threat of becoming obsolete within the modern day. The Interdisciplinary Humanities (2019, pg 11) emphasises the significance of this, stating that “we must be more active in letting the world share in our experiences to help promote the preservation of our world's cultural heritage.” Without educating the future generations, archaeology faces the threat of becoming an insignificant area of the humanities – or worse, being mislabelled as such, and decreasing the information gathered by historians. Losing such information poses a risk to heritage organisations, such as museums or national preservation organisations, and the work they complete to educate the public using their findings. Heritage groups such as Cadw rely on the collective knowledge of the historians and archaeologists which work in tandem with the sites, and a common example of this can be found within Strata Florida, one of the most renowned abbeys in Wales. In conjunction with both Cadw and local educational groups, such as the UWTSD Lampeter campus, Strata Florida conducts annual archaeological excavations, geared towards creating an accessible form of education to those interested (Visit Wales, no date). By using scheme such as this, the abbey is able to preserve the history and avoid becoming an insignificant historical location, providing a repeatable example for numerous sites to replicate and protect themselves. Mike Parker Pearson of Sheffield University specifically states the significance of archaeology in regards the preservation of the history of Britain, “Archaeological research has much to contribute to understanding and living with Britain's multicultural present and future.” (The Public Value of the Humanities, 2011, pg 30 – 43). This perspective highlights the significance of archaeology in regards to cultural heritage sites, and how the discipline helps to preserve not only global history but local history is well. For many, visiting a museum may be an everyday part of their lives however this would not be possible without the work completed by archaeologists and museum curators, many of which may have worked in field archaeology themselves previously. Future of such sites is uncertain without the aid of archaeologists and historians, as it is their work which determines what should and shouldn’t be preserved within the museum’s and thus shapes the knowledge presented to the general public. 
Given the intertwined nature of all areas of  the humanities, it is undeniable that archaeology stands as a crucial aspect of the perception and understanding of the past. Whether as an aid to emphasise historical accuracies of ancient texts, or as a method to uncover whole new discoveries, independent from what is known already, archaeology stands in the foreground of most historical discoveries, and the way in which the world is perceived by scholars alike. It is undeniable that all elements of the humanities are needed to gain the most complete image of the field of research, however archaeological research and excavations contribute a significant amount of valuable material culture which is not primarily seen as a product of other disciplines. 
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