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[image: ]General Introduction
The following study guide shall aim to describe three of Berlin’s most significant Jewish Holocaust Memorial’s namely the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe, Jewish Museum Berlin, and Sachsenhausen Memorial. The study guide shall describe general and practical information about each memorial as well as assessing the historical, cultural, religious and the contemporary significance of the sites.

Judaism in Berlin
Following the persecution and air of suspicion surrounding the Jews throughout Western Europe, many Jews were forced to live in ghettos and to wear distinctive clothing. The Jewish community was forced to become self-reliant and accept their circumstances, often being expelled from the countries where they lived. Despite several instances of Jews being expelled from Berlin, there has always remained a strong Jewish presence there. Jewish Berlin is also famous for Moses Mendelssohn’s contribution to the Jewish enlightenment (advocated Jewish reform and assimilation into society) and Israel Jacobson’s contribution to Reform Judaism (establishing the first Reform chapel in 1810).
 By 1933 when the National Socialists take power, the Jewish community in Berlin is around 160,000. However, through the systematic anti-Semitic campaign promoted through Hitler and the Nazis, the Jewish community would be seen to be more persecuted than ever before. Key events include:
· Kristallnacht in 1938 where Jewish homes, business and synagogues were ransacked and destroyed.
· The first deportations from Berlin in 1941 marking the remarkable descent from the Nazi party into genocide.
· The deportation of 55,000 Berlin Jews by the end of World War Two.
Following the horrendous events which took place during the reign of the Nazis, there has been a tremendous shift by Germany to maintain the elements of the Holocaust, to use them as memorials for the victims so that the heinous crimes committed by the National Socialists of Germany can never be forgotten or repeated. It is through the following Holocaust memorials, that this chief aim of the German people is achieved.







Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe

[image: ]General Information: 
The Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe is Germany’s main Holocaust memorial having officially opened to the public on May 12th, 2005 and boasts ‘…almost half a million visitors to the exhibition each year’.[footnoteRef:1] The memorial consists of a field of stelae with over 2,700 concrete blocks and an information centre found below which has several exhibitions and is open to the public. The memorial serves as a public memorial to the Jews who were killed during the Holocaust at the hands of the Nazi regime. [1:  Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe, Field of Stelae and Information Centre (leaflet) (Date Obtained: 27 February 2018).] 

Visitor informationFigure 1: a picture of the field of stelae (picture taken from author’s private collection)



The following is prohibited in the Memorial:
· Climbing on the concrete blocks
· Loud noises
· Smoking
· Alcohol
Practical Information 
Opening Times:
	Field of Stelae (free admission)
	Information Centre (free admission)

	Open 24 hours a day 
	April- September: Tuesday- Sunday 10am- 8pm (last admission 7:15pm)

	
	October- March: Tuesday- Sunday 10am-7pm (last admission 6:15pm)



Address: 
Cora-Berliner-Str. 1, 10117 Berlin
Public Transport:
Brandenburger Tor and Potsdamer Platz stations
[image: ]Figure 2: map showing the location of the memorial. (Map taken from Field of Stelae and Information Centre (Leaflet) as referenced above).

Audio Guides:
Audio guides are available to use as part of the exhibition in the information centre which offers an insight into the history of the Holocaust and includes key information about the exhibition. Audio guides are available in German, English and Dutch and are at a price of 4 euros (2 euros reduced charge).
Information Centre:
The memorial includes an information centre which is found below the field of Stelae. The information centre features an exhibition which aims to document the fate of European Jews during the Holocaust under the Nazi regime and includes the biographies of victims, artefacts and pictures helping to maintain the memory of the Holocaust and to remember the victims of such awful crimes.
One such exhibition is called the Room of Names which features biographies of Jews who were murdered or missing. In many cases, the Nazis found no proper place of burial for their victims and often their names were unknown. Through this exhibition, it is possible to remember the dead as individuals and to give them back the identity that was taken away from them by the Nazis as a fitting, everlasting memory for the victims of the Holocaust.
Similarly, another thought-provoking exhibition is called the Room of Dimensions which presented a number of Jewish victims of the Holocaust. It does so by displaying fragments of diaries, farewell letter or notes written by victims speaking of their great suffering, worry and often talking about a crisis of faith as they endure such immeasurable suffering. This helps to piece together parts of the Holocaust and their victims that was often lost as a result of documents being destroyed or lost during the war, mostly by the Nazis themselves to destroy parts of their victims’ lives.
Significance:
It was in 1999, after lengthy debates that the German government made the decision to establish a central memorial site ‘to honour the six million Jews who were murdered by the National Socialists with this memorial, whilst also keeping the memory of an unimaginable part of German history alive’.
The memorial was described by the designer Eisenman as having no intended goal in that there is no end and no way in or out, it was designed to encourage the visitors to contemplate the unimaginable suffering experienced by the victims of the Holocaust. The weaving and disorientation which results from the shape and design of the field of stelae instigates these feelings and can be described as a memorial where ‘One can feel very much alone in this vast space, almost desolate, even with hundreds of other mourners nearby’.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  James E. Young, ‘Memorials and Museums’, The Oxford Handbook of Holocaust Studies (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011), p. 496. [Online]. Available at: http://oxfordhandbooks.com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199211869.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199211869-e-33, [Accessed: 11 May 2018].] 

The Memorial has been surrounded by controversy since its inception in 2005 having been criticised by some locals as being too striking a memorial, almost ugly, and not representing a traditional memorial which might be more appropriate for Holocaust victims. Many people also criticised the idea or need of having a main Holocaust memorial on many different grounds, for example, Bjoern Hoecke (a senior member of the AfD party in Germany) who said that ‘Germans are the only people in the world who plant a monument of shame in the heart of the capital’.[footnoteRef:3] This is surely the purpose of the memorial for most Germans, to ensure that the horrors of the past are never forgotten and to remind the world of the great shame and grief that Germany has for its historical past through the Holocaust the National Socialists to ensure that it can never be repeated. [3:  Independent (Shehab Khan), ‘German protestors build Berlin’s Holocaust memorial near home of far-right politician’, https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/berlin-holocaust-memorial-afd-politician-home-germany-bjoern-hoecke-centre-for-political-beauty-a8071816.html, [Accessed: 18 May 2018]. ] 

Similarly, it can be argued that the very design of the memorial actually symbolises the very essence of what a Jewish Holocaust memorial should be after all, it was not in beauty that 6 million Jews were killed by the Nazis but total horror, therefore, a true Holocaust memorial for these victims must be able to present that horror rather than being a structure which is pleasant to look at.
The Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe also has religious significance as it acknowledges the victims as Jews which relates both to their religious and racial identity. The Holocaust represents the culmination of anti-Jewish (against the Jewish religion) and anti-Semitic (racial hatred towards the Jews) remarks which had a foothold in society for centuries. It relates to the anti-Jewish rhetoric found in the New Testament, promoted in the early Christian church, and furthered by symbolic characters of anti-Judaism such as Martin Luther who’s work and influence was later used by Adolf Hitler and the National Socialists of Germany to gain momentum for their anti-Semitic regime and systematic plan for the eventual extermination of the Jewish race. The Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe takes back the power that Hitler used, and both remembers the victims and the awful events of the Holocaust for generations to come to ensure that tragedies such as this can never be allowed to happen again.

Jüdisches Museum (Jewish Museum Berlin)
General Information:
The Jewish Museum Berlin (opened to the public in 2001), houses centuries of Jewish-German history displaying the political, cultural, and historical implications including elements of Holocaust memorial. The museum was designed by renowned architect Daniel Libeskind and has since become one of the most successful and popular attractions that Berlin has to offer. Despite the main permanent exhibition being under renovation until 2019, the museum has a temporary exhibition on Jerusalem as well as the popular voids designed to tell different stories and provoke emotive thought. The very design of Libeskind’s Jewish Museum is significant as it is a zig-zag shaped building almost mirrors the experience of the Jews throughout many centuries as they have adapted to experiencing great struggles, no more so than the horrors of the Holocaust.
Opening Hours: 
	Open Daily
	10am- 8pm


Address: 
Jewish Museum Berlin, Lindenstraße 9-14, 10969 Berlin
Public Transport:
U-Bahn station Hallesches Tor (U1, U6)
U-Bahn station Kochstraße (U6)
Admission Fees:
	Regular Admission
	8 euros

	Reduced Admission e.g. Student
	3 euros

	Audio Guide
	3 euros

	All other admission fees available through the following link: 
https://www.jmberlin.de/en/price-list 



Main Features:
Welcome to Jerusalem: 
Jerusalem has proved its[image: ]elf to be a place of great religious significance for Jews, Christians, and Muslims alike. The exhibition provides more information regarding the history of the holy city and its diverse residents.
Garden of Exile: 
This consists of forty-nine concrete stelae which are positioned on slanting ground. The oleaster found growing above the stelae represent a symbol of hope and the experience of the garden of exile symbolises ‘…the lack of orientation and instability felt by the émigrés forced out of Germany’.[footnoteRef:4] [4: Jewish Museum Berlin, Museum Map (leaflet) (Date Obtained: 28 February 2018).] 
Figure 3: A picture featuring the Garden of Exile (picture taken from author’s private collection)

Axes: 
Architect, Daniel Libeskind created several axes which represented the history of the Jews in Germany, particularly their treatment under the Nazi regime found in the infamous “Axis of the Holocaust”. This axis culminates in whats known as the “Holocaust Tower” which is an isolated building with very little heat or light where ‘…any exterior sounds are heavily muffled against the walls’.[footnoteRef:5] The “tower” can make one feel extremely anxious and alone and helps visitors to imagine the great suffering that the Jewish people have suffered. Visitors are encouraged throughout the museum to interpret each void and axis to act as their own memorial to the victims of the Holocaust and having visited this particular axis, one began to imagine how isolated those prisons of war must have felt when imprisoned in concentration camps and became a very unsettling but powerful experience. [5:  Jewish Museum Berlin, ‘The Holocaust Tower’, https://www.jmberlin.de/en/libeskind-building, [Accessed: 17 May 2018].] 

Memory Void:
[image: ]
Figure 4: A photograph of the memory void (picture taken from author’s private collection)
The memory void is dedicated to all the victims of the Holocaust and consists of 10,000 heavy iron plates which resemble faces, one can also walk along this void hearing the deafening clang as one symbolically “steps on the faces of the Holocaust victims”. This void, similarly to the others allows the freedom of the individual to interpret each void and to allow their own response in memory of the victims of the Holocaust.
Historical Significance:
The history of the Jewish museum in Berlin traces back to its first incarnation in January 1933. It was situated in the Oranienburger Straße near the Synagogue and a large Jewish community. The museum suffered severe damage during the reign of the Nazis, notably during Kristallnacht (the night of the broken glass) where Jewish, homes, business and the museum were ransacked and burnt. The museum was demolished in 1958 after being damaged by the Nazis beyond repair and wouldn’t hold another exhibition until 1969, two years after the new museum opened.[footnoteRef:6] Further additions would be developed for the Jewish Museum in Berlin much later by Libeskind to become the museum that can be visited today.  [6:  Arleen Ionescu, The Memorial Ethics of Libeskind’s Berlin Jewish Museum (London: Palgrave Macmillan Limited, 2017), p. 108.] 

The Jewish Museum, Berlin is a highly significant memorial for the Jewish people and although it does not centre on the Holocaust, its aspects are inescapable. Freudenheim (former Deputy Director of the Museum) says, ‘The building itself has the Holocaust built into it. You can never escape from it and maybe that’s the most important symbolic value’, this is a credit to the architecture of Libeskind who always remembered the vision for the project when planning for the exhibitions.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Tom L. Freudenheim, Gautam Dasgupta and Bonnie Marranca, ‘Berlin’s New Jewish Museum: An Interview with Tom Freudenheim’, PAJ: A Journal of Performance and Art, Vol. 22, No. 02, May, 2000, p. 46. [Online]. Available at: https://muse-jhu-edu.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/article/25764 [Accessed: 17 May 2018].] 





















Sachsenhausen Memorial
[image: ]General Information: 	Figure 5: The gates to the concentration camp featuring an infamous German phrase meaning “work sets you free”. (picture taken from author’s private collection)

Sachsenhausen was a concentration camp near Berlin and now serves as a memorial to all the people who were imprisoned, forced to work and who died there. 
Visitor Information:
No dogs are permitted within the memorial grounds.
There is a café on site which is open to the public.



Opening Hours:
	March 15th- October 14th
	Daily, 8:30am- 6pm 

	October 15th- March 14th 
	Daily, 8:30am- 4:30pm

	Other details relating to opening times are available through the following website: 
http://www.stiftung-bg.de/gums/en/index.htm 



Address:
Straße der Nationen 22
D-16515 Oranienburg
Public Transport: 
By train: 
The S1 from S-Bahn Wannsee to Oranienburg station takes around 45 minutes and is the last stop, one can walk to the memorial from the station which takes approximately another 20 minutes. Other routes and methods of transport are available and can be found via the website of the memorial.
Admission Fees:
	Entrance Fee: 
	FREE 

	Guided Tours:
	15 euros (up to 15 people), 25 euros (up to 30 people)



[image: ]
Figure 6: A picture exposing one of the main open areas of the camp. (picture taken from author’s private collection)
History of Sachsenhausen: 
Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp was constructed by the SS in 1936 situated on the outskirts of Oranienburg. The concentration camp served as a central base for the SS and a model camp for the other concentration camps under German control due to its close proximity to Berlin. Between 1936 and 1945 there were approximately 200,000 people imprisoned in Sachsenhausen; ‘tens of thousands died from hunger, sickness, forced labour and abuse, or were victims of systematic extermination’.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Sites of Remembrance 1933-1945, Sachsenhausen Memorial and Museum (leaflet) (Date Obtained: 01 March 2018).] 

Post World War two, the main areas of Sachsenhausen were taken over by the Soviet and used as a Special camp from 1945-1950. During this time around 60,000 people were imprisoned by the Soviet Secret Service and of those around 12,000 died of hunger and sickness.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Sites of Remembrance, (leaflet).] 

Sachsenhausen as a Memorial and Museum:
Sachsenhausen was opened as a memorial in 1961 and the redesign of the concentration camp incorporates a museum throughout to display several aspects surrounding the history of the camp. Sachsenhausen is different to most memorials in that as a concentration camp which held Jewish prisons (among others), it has a significant role in the horrors of the Holocaust itself and holds a vital part of history within its walls which should be preserved for years to come. There are several exhibitions within Sachsenhausen which present historical facts and details about the concentration camp, for example, the museum in barracks No. 38/39. The museum documents how a significant number of Jewish prisoners were held in these barracks from 1938 to 1942 and seeks to divulge key information about the anti-Semitism Jewish prisoners faced and details about their everyday lives in the camp through prisoner’s biographies, photographs, films, objects, and other means of relaying the history.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Sachsenhausen Memorial and Museum, Barrack 38, and Barrack 39 (leaflet) (Date Obtained: 01 March 2018).] 


Significance:
Sites of remembrance such as Sachsenhausen memorial and museum are integral to the Holocaust memorial system in Germany. These sites provide a meaningful and real-life encounter with the horrifying past which presented itself through the Nazi regime. Although Sachsenhausen didn’t just house Jewish prisoners and imprisoned many kinds of people including political oppositions, homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Sachsenhausen still presents itself as an important memorial to the Jewish victims of the Holocaust and pays tribute to their lives in various ways, for example, the museum artefacts found in barracks 38/39.
Sachsenhausen takes on a different significance to the other two memorials discussed in this study guide due to its historical value as a place where the horrors of the Holocaust actually occurred and not just a memorial which was built post- Holocaust. These sites ‘…provide a material means to mourn and remember; they house traumatic memories’ and are considered meaningful because of their unique historic value which offers means of educating, researching, and using the remains of the site to keep the memory of the Holocaust alive.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Karen E. Till, New Berlin: Memory, Politics, Place (London: University of Minnesota Press, 2005), p. 214. [online] Available at: https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/lib/trinity/reader.action?docID=310700&query= [Accessed: 16 May 2018].] 


















Conclusion 
During this study guide, three of the most significant Holocaust memorial sites in Berlin have been outlined, discussed, and analysed using practical tourist information, historical elements and finally discussing the significance of each of the memorials. Through the study of these sites, it can be seen that post-Holocaust Germany has made a conscious effort to remember the tragic events which took place under the Nazi regime and have created spaces where a contemplative memorial of the victims can take place. ‘One of the most significant German contributions to the international politics of memory has been an insistence on confronting the past through local places and the documentation and historical mapping of spatial networks of terror and genocide’.[footnoteRef:12] Therefore, Berlin in particular and wider German society have not tried to forget the horrors of the past, but have actively sought to remember the victims, to remind the World of its role in preventing such destructive regimes in the future and to never forget the horrors of the Holocaust. [12:  Karen E. Till, p. 214. ] 
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Location map and entry to the exhibition

OPENING TIMES, ADDRESS AND CONTACT |

Field of Stelae (free admission)
Open 24 hours a day

Information Centre (free admission)
Apr.—Sep.:Tues—Sun 10am - 8 pm (last admission 7.15 pm)
Oct.—Mar.: Tues—Sun 10am -7 pm (last admission 6.15 pm)

Address
Cora-Berliner-Str. 1, 10117 Berlin, www.stiftung-denkmal.de

Public Transport
BrandenburgerTor and Potsdamer Platz stations

Foundation
Phone +49-(0)30-26 39 43 - 11, info @stiftung-denkmal.de

Visitor services

Mon —Thurs 10—-4pm, Fri 10-1pm
Phone +49-(0)30-26 39 43-36, Fax -21
besucherservice @stiftung-denkmal.de

Press
Phone +49-(0)30-26 39 43- 26, presse @stiftung-denkmal.de !

Donations

To support our work: Berliner Sparkasse,

Account: 6600 0076 62, BLZ: 100 500 00, BIC: BELADEBEXXX
IBAN: DE24 1005 0000 6600 0076 62 - Thank you!

Funded by

% Federal Government Commissioner
for Culture and the Media

upon a decision
of the German Bundestag Europas





image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image1.jpg




image2.jpeg




