



Over recent years, the term ‘terrorism’ has been applied to various cases each which have a large number of differences. For example, The MI5 (2022) states that terrorist groups use violence and threats of violence in order to achieve their goals. It also states that the main reason they do this is to influence and put pressure on government organisations and government policies. This essay will be comparing and discussing the differences between the Al-Qaeda and the Irish Republican Army (IRA). The meaning of the term terrorism can vary from case to case, however Cooper (2001) states that “Terrorism is the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings”. This means that Cooper (2001) believes that the main intention of terrorism is not necessarily to cause harm and hurt to people, but in fact to create fear for a large number of individuals believing that they are in potential danger if they do not comply with the groups desired needs.

Al Qaeda is one of the more well-known terrorist groups in recent history. They are a complex international terrorist network made of various groups and sub-groups also known as cells which can be found all over the world. The Anti-Defamation League (2022) also known as the ADL states that Al Qaeda’s ultimate goal is to establish their own version of Islamic rule over all Muslim territory. Al Qaeda pushes the use of social propaganda during their attacks as it increases the potential of recruitment, dominance and fear. This has proven to be a key part of Al Qaeda’s evolution as they not only can inspire people to join them, but they can inspire people from all over the world to join them. For example, some terrorists are known as ‘homegrown terrorists’ which is used when an individual from a country such as America is involved with Al Qaeda in order to commit violent acts or severe damage against other members of their country (Klausen J, 2016). One of the main ways Al Qaeda uses social propaganda is by using the videos which have been captured alongside different effects to make them look like heroes rather than the villains. Throughout all of this, they more particularly target young adults with this propaganda as sometimes they will look to Al Qaeda as a way out or a different lifestyle which is why they will always try and make life in ISIS territory look glamourous and simple so it entices more individuals to open up about joining their campaigns (Lieberman A V, 2016). Although there have been numerous attacks formed by Al Qaeda, one of the worst and most known about attack was on September 11th, 2001, where 19 terrorists associated with Al Qaeda were tasked to hijack four commercial planes in an attempt to turn planes into weapons and fly them into buildings. Two of the four planes intentionally flew into the Twin Towers of the World Trade Centre. The third plane then proceeded to fly into the Pentagon, the headquarters of the US defence whilst the fourth plane was taken back over by the passengers who then proceeded to crash the plane into an open space rather than the destined target of the terrorists (911 Memorial and Museum, 2022). The September 11th attacks have gone down as one of the worst attacks in history as almost 3,000 people were killed during these attacks. Following these attacks a wide range of countries have made severe efforts to enhance their counter terrorism divisions to prevent incidents like these. The United States Government made drastic changes to their counter terrorism divisions and policies over the following years. For example, in 2006 the US Government’s Justice Department created the National Security Division otherwise known as the NSD. Since the NSD’s inception, they have had a vast number of accomplishments such as developed and promoted a national counter-terrorism enforcement programme and also improved the coordination between prosecutors and law enforcement agencies (Justice.Gov, 2011). In relation to Al Qaeda, there are also other potential terrorist groups who have launched attacks using a variety of different methods, one of them being the Irish Republican Army.

The Irish Republican Army is known as the IRA and has been around for many years. They were originally formed in 1919 and ended in 1922 leaving them currently known as the ‘Old IRA’. However numerous splinter groups continued the IRA under different names. For example, there are currently two main groups which continue the IRA which are known as the ‘Real IRA’ and the ‘Provisional IRA’ however throughout recent years the Real IRA, have proven to be more active than any other IRA group in the region (Arthur P, Cowell Myers K, 2008). In the past few decades, the Real IRA have been responsible for numerous attacks such as the Omagh Bombing and the Banbridge Bombing. The Omagh Bombing is one of the largest single losses of life in Northern Ireland being that 21 people were directly killed by the bomb whilst the other 8 being injured people who then died either on their way to or inside a hospital. There were a further 220 people injured by the bomb which detonated on Saturday 15th August 1998 at 15:10 (Melaugh M, 2022). Before the bomb went off, the Real IRA had given warnings to news agencies in Belfast at around 14:30 giving them time to evacuate several people from the area. Although the direct reason has not been discovered, the Real IRA issued a statement several days later apologising for the loss of civilian life as it was not their intention. The warning given to news agencies meant that it could be understood that the bombing was not intended to kill people but could have happened in order to strike fear into the civilians of Northern Ireland and to also give fear and pressure to the Northern Irish government (Sullivan C, 2016). The IRA believes that Ireland and Northern Ireland should both be under Irish rule rather than the British, which is why the IRA had connections and close links to the political party ‘Sinn Féin’ which in Irish Gaelic stands for ‘Ourselves Alone’. The Sinn Féin political party heavily believed that Ireland and Northern Island should both stand alone against the British instead of having a divide against each other as Ireland was separate and Northern Ireland was in the United Kingdom. Due to both the IRA and Sinn Féin having similar beliefs, it is understood that the IRA would stand by Sinn Féin as they push to take over Ireland and Northern Ireland. The IRA not only had numerous members in different areas but they also had members inside of the Irish politics, inside Sinn Féin (PBS, 2006). The leader of Sinn Féin during this time was a man named Gerry Adams. Gerry Adams was always a strong believer that Ireland and Northern Ireland would be better as an independent country rather than being under British rule. He served as the President of Sinn Féin from 1st of July 1983 to the 6th of May 2010 and was still an active member until the 26th of January 2011 where he stopped representing Sinn Féin in parliament and also left the House of Commons (UK Parliament, 2022). During the time in which Gerry Adams was active, there have been numerous connections between him and the IRA however the most notable one was a speech which he gave directly to the IRA themselves. In this speech, it is heard that Gerry Adams is stating that as of the time of the speech, he believes that it is the best time for both Sinn Féin and the IRA to work together and move forward in order to try and gain independence for both Ireland and Northern Ireland as Sinn Féin feels that there has been a massive freedom struggle and that it can be pushed forward if they both work together directly through politics (Sinn Féin, 2022). Even though it is stated that they are working together directly through politics, evidence shows that the IRA and Sinn Féin have had a large influence over the Irish community.

After comparing both groups it is clear that both of these organisations can be considered as terrorist groups. This is clear because both groups have purposefully caused attacks which have had a severe amount of people killed and also both of the organisations led their attacks purely to push for their ultimate goal. For example, Al Qaeda’s main motive for the attacks was to continue jihad, or the holy war, in order to spread what they believe in all around the world, and the attacks such as 9/11 were used to not only send a message by killing innocent people, but to let the United States Government know that Al Qaeda is a force that should not be at war with (FBI, 2022). Although the IRA’s attacks were not as lethal as Al Qaeda’s, they were also trying to send a similar message in the sense that they did not agree with the government so the bombings which were created were purposefully trying to get the governments attention. Such as the main reason for the IRA’s attacks were because they wanted complete independence for Ireland and Northern Ireland and didn’t believe that Northern Ireland should be involved in the United Kingdom, leading to these attacks to put pressure on the Northern Irish government forcing the withdrawal of United Kingdom forces. Throughout the essay, we are shown that both terrorist organisation groups are very similar but also very different as Al Qaeda’s attacks were mostly intended to send a message so loss of life was not prohibited at all, however the IRA’s bombings such as the Omagh Bombing they rang a local news department forty minutes before the bombs went off in order to allow innocent civilians to leave the area, and after some of the civilians were injured they released a public statement apologising for the loss of life as it was not there intention at all. Since all of the different acts of terrorism, the United Kingdom and other organisations across the world have worked hard in order to develop methods which can be used to protect places from terrorism. For example the United Kingdom now has a threat level feature which is available on numerous websites and online. This will tell the user how likely and what chance there is of being a terrorist attack. The levels vary from Low, Moderate, Substantial, Severe and Critical. As of November 2022, the threat level in the United Kingdom is Substantial and in Ireland and Northern Ireland it is also Substantial. Most technology will offer an option to get alerts if your current location’s threat level is changed or if anything more severe happens then you will instantly receive a notification stating which areas are currently at risk and what needs to be done if you are currently in one of the high threat level areas (MI5, 2022). Using Cooper’s (2001) definition of terrorism, it can be confirmed that Al Qaeda and The Irish Republican Army are both considered terrorist groups and organisations.
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