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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


In this essay, I will focus on children’s safeguarding legislation, guidance, policies and procedures as I currently work in adult services. 

The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and the Children Act 1989 are important pieces of legislation for safeguarding children in Wales. Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 provides the specific safeguarding framework. Section 130 places a duty on relevant partners to inform the local authority where they have reasonable cause to suspect that a child is at risk. The Act defines a ‘child at risk’ as a child who is experiencing, or is at risk of, abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm and has needs for care and support (s.130(4)). Following a report, the local authority must consider whether there are grounds for making enquiries under section 47 of the Children Act 1989. Where there is reasonable cause to suspect that a child is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm, section 47 enquiries may be undertaken. 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures also play an important role in safeguarding children. They provide practical guidance for practitioners across Wales and explain the roles and responsibilities of different agencies when responding to safeguarding concerns. The procedures help practitioners apply the legislation and statutory safeguarding guidance. They provide guidance on the safeguarding process, including responding to reports, gathering information, multi-agency working, seeing and involving the child and deciding whether a section 47 enquiry is needed (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). 

The Welsh Government’s Working Together to Safeguard People: Volume 5 – Handling Individual Cases to Protect Children at Risk provides statutory guidance for practitioners. It emphasises the importance of agencies working together, sharing relevant information and being clear about roles and responsibilities. It also highlights the importance of involving children and their families while ensuring that the rights and welfare of the child are protected (Welsh Government, 2018). 

XXX Council also uses the Effective Child Protection (ECP) framework to support child protection practice. ECP is based on four key areas: conversations, thresholds, change and measure. It provides practitioners with a consistent approach to identifying risk, understanding the changes needed to keep children safe and measuring progress. The framework is used alongside assessment, supervision and multi-agency working to support decision-making and improve outcomes for children (Effective Child Protection, n.d.).

XXX Council also has organisational safeguarding policies and procedures which set out the responsibilities of staff when concerns about children arise. The policy states that safeguarding is the responsibility of everyone working for the council, and that concerns about a child at risk should be reported. Social services have lead responsibility for protecting children who may be experiencing harm or neglect. The policy also supports staff to understand their safeguarding responsibilities and the procedures they should follow (XXX Council, 2025). 

In conclusion, this essay has covered the relevant legislation, national guidance, local arrangements and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding children in Wales. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


Safeguarding adults and children both aim to protect people from abuse, neglect and harm. However, there are important differences in how safeguarding is approached, particularly around consent, capacity, autonomy and the level of protection required. One of the main differences is consent and capacity. In adult safeguarding, an adult who has capacity has the right to make their own decisions, even where professionals believe that the decision may place them at risk, which is in line with the principles of the Mental Capacity Act 2005. Where possible, their consent should be sought before safeguarding action is taken, and they may choose not to consent. Their wishes, feelings and desired outcomes should therefore be considered throughout the safeguarding process (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). However, there are circumstances where safeguarding action may need to be taken without consent. This means that safeguarding adults involves balancing protection with the person’s right to autonomy (Spreadbury and Hubbard, 2020).

Safeguarding children is different because under the Children Act 1989, the child’s welfare should be paramount consideration in decision-making. Children may be dependent on adults for their care and may not always be able to recognise or communicate risks themselves. Their wishes and feelings should still be listened to and considered. This reflects the principles of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, which emphasises the child’s voice and participation. However, where there are concerns about their safety, professionals must consider whether the relevant safeguarding threshold has been met and what action is needed to protect them (Welsh Government, 2018). 

Gillick competence is another important difference. A child under 16 may be able to make certain decisions if they have sufficient maturity and understanding of the decision. Therefore, professionals should consider the individual child’s understanding rather than relying solely on their age. However, where there are concerns about the child’s safety, their protection takes priority and information may need to be shared even if it is against the child’s wishes (NSPCC, 2022). 

Overall, the differences between adult and children’s safeguarding are mainly linked to autonomy, capacity, welfare and protection. Adults with capacity have the right to make their own decisions, whereas children’s safeguarding requires professionals to consider their welfare, wishes and feelings alongside the risks they may face. The use of Gillick competence also means that a child’s age alone does not determine their ability to make decisions. These differences mean that professionals need to adapt their approach depending on whether they are safeguarding an adult or a child. 
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