Ruixuan Ruan (2406773) – Assessment on 21st October of 7015

In response to the two questions posed in the assignment, I would like to give my opinion about the second one at the beginning. Based on my understanding of the three theories and transdisciplinary, both scaffolding theories and blending theories can contribute to transdisciplinary. Of course, blending theories are more significant. 
The principle of the transdisciplinary emphasises studying an issue or problem with a holistic and synergistic approach (Leave, 2016). Concepts of blending theories aim to merge different phenomena (Vaughan, 2017). Blending theories, which encourage breaking the board of different disciplines and integrating complex scopes, are the focus of transdisciplinary attention. In addition, the connection aspect from various disciplines emphasised by blending theories is better able to find solutions to issues and problems of transdisciplinary values.
Despite the obvious advantages of blending theories, the functions of scaffolding theories must be addressed. A way of solving complex social problems isn’t a straightforward action to grab concepts from different disciplines. It requires researchers to obtain more comprehensive disciplinary and interdisciplinary knowledge. Scaffolding theories offer opportunities to integrate knowledge and methods quickly to achieve more comprehensive transdisciplinary cooperation. Additionally, transdisciplinary faces to complex social problems. Scaffolding theories can enable researchers to step by step improve the process of expanding knowledge from related disciplines to distant disciplines, to build a comprehensive knowledge system, to find the intersection of different disciplines in interdisciplinary research, and thus to build a perfect theory and method to solve the actual social problems.

Back to the first question, I believe that these three theories are crucial to my research. My potential topic is cultural identity in contemporary popular Chinese national cinema. Two keywords, cultural identity and national cinema, are from traditional research fields of film studies. Thus, my research will develop a new scope and fix the gap in this topic, which calls for the support of extending theories. However, film studies are an outcome of transdisciplinary and interdisciplinary. In other words, for a film researcher, it is hard to investigate something new without scaffolding or blending theories. Outputs of transdisciplinary and interdisciplinary developed all branches of film studies. 
In my case, I need to understand the film’s contents thoroughly from different angles of each branch, using scaffolding theories. Meanwhile, I will combine sociology, anthropology, psychology, politics, history, geography and economics to develop something new in cultural research – a field of study that is already a product of interdisciplinary research- and cultural identity. Thus, blending theories is also essential to me. Furthermore, I want to expand my scope to understand more deeply Chinese cultural identity in Chinese national cinema with the transdisciplinary paradigm.
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